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Arbitrarily  heated  and  medicated  Water  Baths,’ 
partial  PuiMps,  vapburous  and  dry  Baths,  internal 
and  external  moid  and  dry  Fumigations,  olcous^ 
faponaceous,  fpirituous  and  dry  Frictions  ; 

ERECTED- 

In  Pantdn  Square,  Haymarket,  in  the  Year  1779  5 

AT  THE 

Solicitation  of  many  of  the  Faculty,' 
Nobility  and  Gentry; 

With  an  Account  of  their  N'ature  and  Efficacy  in  the  Cure  of 
moft  Diforders  incident  to  the  human  Body,  fupported  by 
the  Opinions  of  the  moft  eminent  Phyficians,  both  Ancient 
and  Modern; 

to  which  are  ADDED; 

Several  well  authenticated  CASES  of  CURES, 
performed  on  Perfdns  of  Credit  and  Reputation.  "" 

By  R:  DOMINIC  E>T  I,  M.  D. 


J/Jud  rtmedium  magnum  appellabitur,  quod  ad  morbi  curalionem 
efficacim  conduat  quamvis  fine  viokntid operatur.  Tozzi. 
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Printed  for  the  Author,  and  fold  by  W.  Niccol,  No.  ci 
in  St.  Paul’s  Church-Yard;  and  by  ail  other  Bookfdlcrs^in 
London  and  WcHminftcr.  1780* 
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To  the  READER. 


I 

N  tliis  Pamphlet  I  have  expreffcd  my- 
felf,  as  far  as  1  could,  agreeable  to  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  others :  in  order  that  you  might  not 
be  milled  by  the  prejudice  of  novelty,  or  dif- 
fuaded  by  the  artful  infinuations  of  fome  dc- 
figning  or  ignorant  perfons,  to  follow  a  me¬ 
thod  of  preferving  and  fecuring  health,  fo 
much  efteemed  and  pradlifed  by  many  of 
the  moft  antient,  and  recommended  by  fe- 
veral  of  the  modern  Phyficians. — The  great 
imperfcdlions  which  their  method  of  prepar¬ 
ing  and  applying  operations  fomewhat  fimilar 
to  thofe  herein-after  deferibed,  before  mv 
Father  took  it  in  hand,  the  improvements 
and  innumerable  additions  he  has  made,  and 
how  much  farther  its  ufcfulncfs  may  be  ex- 
tended,  lhall  be  fully  explained  in  my  next 
Publication,  which  lhall  be  more  methodically 
divided  and  interfperfed  with  fome  curious 
experiments  and  iifeful  obfervations  which  I 
have  lately  made. — The  generous  encourage¬ 
ment  I  have  received  from  many  worthy  Gen¬ 
tlemen  of  the  Faculty  who  have  recommended 
feveral  of  their  patients  to  my  care,  and  the 
natural  propenlity  the  Public  in  general  fliew 
for  the  fupport  of  every  ufeful  improvenaent, 
will  ever  engage  my  utmoll  attention  in  en¬ 
deavouring  to  prove  myfelf  wortliy  of  the  fa¬ 
vour  of  their  proteftion* 
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A 

fifiSCRIPTiON 


O  F  T  H  E 

APPARATUS 

» 

Of  arbitrarily  heated  and  rhedicated  Water 
Baths,  partial  Pumps,  vapourous  and  dry' 
Bathsi  internal  and  external  rtioift  and  dry 
Fumigations,  &c;  &c. 

These  Water  Baths  and  Effluvia^  are  im- 
pregn  ated  with  fuch  medical  fubilances,  ei¬ 
ther  of  animals,  vegetables,  or  minerals,  as  are  fit 
to  cure  or  give  relief  in  mofl  infirmities ;  and  as 
their  degree  of  heat  is  regulated  according  to  the  pa* 
tient’s  cbnfiiitution,  difeafe,  and  other  circumfiances, 
fo  they  prove  falutary  in  feveral  acute  and  chroni* 
cal  difeafes,  and  even  when  all  other  medical  efforts 
have  failcdi-^ — Thoufands  of  his  Majefiy’s  fubjedts^ 

B  who 
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who,  for  thefe  twenty-fix  years  pafl,  have  either 
received  the  greatefi:  benefit,  or  have  been  perfcdily 
cured  by  the  nfe  of  fimilar  Medical  Baths,  Stoves, 
S:c.  invented  by  my  Father,  have  fufficiently  efta- 
bliflied  their  reputation.  For  myfelf,  after  having 
taken  my  degrees  as  a  Phyfician  at  the  Univerfity 
of  Padua,  and  gone  through  a  regular  courfe  of 
practice  in  Italy  and  France,  I  have  fince  been  more, 
than  feven  years  afiiftant  to  my  Father  at  Chclfea ; 
where,  by  conilant  attention  to  the  practice,  I  am, 
(Itrud,)  become  perfedfly  acquainted  with  the  ne- 
cefTary  knowledge  of  preparing  and  applying  them 
for  the  benefit  of  mankind.  It  is  therefore  only 
on  pracognita^  that  I  flatter  myfelf  fufficiently  war¬ 
ranted  to  invite  the  afflidted  to  the  ufe  of  the  above 
falutary  remedies. 

It  will  not  here  be  amifs,  to  give  the  reader  a 
more  extenfive  idea  of  the  plan,  of  its  utility  and 
importance.  The  whole  of  my  Apparatus  confifts 
of  feveral  rooms,  feme  containing  Medicated 
Waters,  fome  Vaporous  and  Dry  Baths  ;  others 
Sweating  Bed  Chambers.  In  and  about  thefe 
diflcreiic  places  are  many  machines,  pipes,  &c.  to 
carry  the  medicated  warm  and  cold  water  into 
different  bathing  rooms  ;  and  others  of  different 
flrudture  and  diameter,  to  convey  the  Vapours  into 
the  floves  and  beds  ;  and  a  variety  of  machines 
defigned  to  fumigate  any  particular  external  or  in¬ 
ternal  part  of  the  body,  which  altogether  hold¬ 
ing  the  clofeft  connection,  and  materially  de¬ 
pending  one  upon  the  other,  compofe  and  form 
a  curious  body  of  mechimifm. 

The  Baths,  &c.  appropriated  for  the  ufe  of  the 
Tadies,  are  diftinCt  and  apart  from  thoffi  of  the 
Gentlemen,  and  approached  by  different  ave- 
liU^s  I  The  houfe  is  well  adapted  for  people  of 

the 


tHc  firft  faililori,  as  well  as  thofe  hi  the  middlin^| 
clafs  of  life,  whofe  diforders  or  complaints  may 
unavoidably  claim  a  refidence  in  it ;  as  likewif^* 
are  the  parlours  for  the  reception  of  out-door  Pa-^ 
dents,  warm,  genteel,  and  comfortable.-^The  great! 
utility  of  this  laudable  invention,  hath  fpoken  itsi 
importance  to  the  community  by  its  good  effecls 
for  by  inveftigating  the  mode  of  treatment  iti 
will  be  underftood,  that  the  medicated  procefs  13 
founded  upon  fuch  falutary  principles,  that  not  a 
fngle  individual  can  in  the  fmalleft  fenfe  be  injured  ; 
whilif,  according  to  the  moll  ratioilal  and  well  di- 
geiled  concluhon,  it  bids  fair  for  curings  or  at  leaft 
relieving  mold  of  the  diforders  incident  to  the 
human  conftitution*  The  degrees  of  heat  and  cold 
are  alfo  regulated  by  the  thermoiTieters ;  and  the 
machinery,  leaders,  and  pipes  are  fo  conilrudled, 
that  the  Patient,  when  in  the  adlual  operation,  can 
add  or  diminifh  it  himfelf^  according  as  fancy  os 
neceffity  directs.  In  Ihort,  from  the  minuiice  of  the 
whole  plan,  and  every  meafure  praeftifed^  [t  both 
appears  to  be,  and  is>  the  refult  of  clofe  applica^ 
tion,  intenfe  fludy^  and  immenfe  ex  pence; 

It  is  well  known  that  on  the  external  fuf-erhcie3 
of  the  body,  there  are  veflels  or  paffages  called  zta/a 
ahfGrbentia^  through  which  a  variety  of  difierent 
forts  of  particles  can  pafs  into  the  blood.  This 
is  eahly  perceived,  and  muft  be  allowed,  from  fe-*' 
veral  external  applications  daily  adminiilered  for 
curing  this,  that^  or  other  diforders,  and  which 
make  various  alterations  in  our  conftitutions,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  different  quality,  c-uantity,  and  fpe- 
cific  gravity  of  the  matter  fo  introduced.  Thci 
cures,  therefore,  which  I  perform  of  various  di-» 
fcafes  are  effedfed  by  medicinal  fubftances  (found; 
by  experience  falutary)  with  which  i  Lx^pregnate 
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he  Waters,  Vapourous  and  Dry  Baths,  Fumiga*^ 
ions,  and  the  Liniments  for  Fridlions,  according 
IS  the  Patient’s  .conilitution,  his  difeafe,  ai'^d  other 
drcumllances  may  requite.. 

Upon  trial,  the  reader  will  be  fatisfied  that  he 
las  not  ill  bedowed  his  attention  to  this  practice  ; 
ind  if  the  limits  allowed  in  a  pamphlet  would  ad- 
nit  a  minute  dicuflion  of  this  important  fubjedt, 

’  flatter  myfelf  I  fhould  meet  with  the  gratitude 
>f  the  community  at  large,  and  the  approbatiorr 
►f  thofe  gentlemen  of  the  faculty,  w^ho  have  not 
^et  been  well  apprized  of  the  efficacy  of  my  pro- 
:efs,  and  of  the  conveniency  of  my  apparatus. 

Many  perfons  are  led  to  judge  of  things  by  fen- 
ation  alone,  and  not  by  probable  conjcdlures  ;  but 
'S  the  fenfe  of  feeling  cannot  be  lefs  acute  in  them 
ban  in  others,  I  flatter  myfelf  they  will  readily 
ubferibe  to  the  following  obfervations  : 

That  the  common  method  of  curing  feveral 
liforders,  becomes  abfolutely  a  torture  to  the  pa-^ 
lent,  (which  might  be  leflened  to  a  great  degree,. 
)y  the  application  of  my  operations;)  for  befides 
he  life  of  fire,  cauftics,  knives,  fcarifications,  bliflers,. 
nipping  glafies,  and  copious  bleedings,  there  are 
)ften  adminiftered  great  dofes  of  mercury,  opium,, 
md  antimony,  naufeous  draughts,  troublefome  and 
langerous  emetics,  with  an  incredible  number  of 
surges,  which  have  caufed  that  cacochymia  w^e  ob- 
brve  in  enervated  conflitutions..  Galen  fays,  that 
hey  are  pofTeffed  of  deleterious  qualities,  and  that 
vhile  they  difeharge  the  noxious  particles,  at  the 
fame  time  they  throw  off  a  great  portion  of  ani¬ 
mal  fpirit,  which  is  the  balls  and  flandard  of 
life,”  and  confequently  weaken  the  conflitution,, 
and  create  new  diforders.  Avicen  is  faid  to  have 
^vept  every  time  he  preferibed  a  purge,  and  many 

renowned 


(  5  ) 


renowned  phyficians  of  more  modern  date  have! 
found  it  l3y  experience  to  be  injurious.  | 

3emedo,  in  his  hiik)ry  of  China,  part  i,  ChapJi 
12,  and  Varenius,m\'i\s>  defeription  of  Japan,; 

Chap.  25,  tcil  us  that  in  thofe  kingdoms  di- 
feafes  are  cured,  and  phyfic  pradtifed  with  great 
reputation,  without  ufing  any  cupping-glajfes^  tjfues^ 
phlebotomy  or  cathartics  f  neverthelefs,  in  certain 
cales,  before  the  patients  go  through,  or  during  the 
time  of  their  going  through  my  operation,  I 
find  it  neceffary,  for  the  fpeedier  recovery  of  their 
health,  to  preferibe  them  fome  aperient,  atte- 
nuanting,  or  other  internal  medicine,  according  to 
their  conftitution,  nature,  and  flage  of  their  rc- 
fpedfive  diforders. 

I  have  already  remarked  that  our  conflitutions 
are  altered,  and  difeafes  cured,  by  remedies  out¬ 
wardly  applied ;  the  reader  here  mull  obferve, 
that  the  outward  application  of  fome  of  my  ope¬ 
rations  work  on  the  conftitution,  toward  the  cure 
of  the  difeafe,  by  altering  the  temper  of  the 
mafs  of  fluids,  without  producing  any  altera¬ 
tion  in  the  infenfible  evacuation ;  others  by  al¬ 
tering  the  texture  of  the  morbifick  matter,  and 
thus  render  it  fo  far  obfequious  to  nature,  as  to 
enable  her  to  eafe  hcrfelf  of  it  by  fweat,  or  infen¬ 
fible  tranfpiration  ;  which  method  I  have  expe¬ 
rienced,  and  it  Hands  alfo  recommended  by  the  bell 
phyfical  authors,  to  be  the  fafeft,  and  the  mofl  eli¬ 
gible  that  nature  has  indicated,  and  art  followed, 
to  cure  or  alleviate  moft  difeafes ;  not  only  as  the 
peccant  humours  may  be  eafily  altered,  and  the 
caufe  of  complaint  difeharged  by  fweat,  or  un-s 
difeerned  tranfpiration,  and  at  the  fame  time  na-| 
ture  may  be  fupplied  through  the  abforbent  vef-l 
feis,  by  infufing  into  them  falutary  effluvia,  in! 

B  5  the! 


(  6  ) 

the  room  of  the  morbiiiek  qualities^,  tranfpiring 
out  of  the  body  ;  but  becaufe  the  matter  fo  in- 
feufibly  perfpired,  has  already  palTed  through  a 
long  courfe  of  circulation,  in  all  the  lhapes  of  ani- 
tnal  fluid,  and  is  divefted  of  all  that  can  be  of 
further  (ervice  to  any  part  of  the  body  and  fo 
goes  off  without  injuring  the  conflitution.  By  this 
method  the  humours  are  not  put  into  any  great 
agitation,  as  is  the  cafe  with  internal  hot  flimulating 
diaphoretics,  which  only  increafe  the  patient’s 
diforders,  by  producing  too  great  a  motion  in 
the  vitals,  naturals,  and  animal  fluids,  and  confe- 
quently  alter  the  regular  courfe  of  their  func¬ 
tion  on  which  alone  health  and  life  depends. 
For  this  reafon,  judicioufly  has  faid  in 

his  rational  method  of  curing  fevers,  that  by 
thpfe  hot  and  fl;imulating  medicines,  commonly 

*  Hippocrafty  Medicifque  aliis  eji  trina  facuUas^ 
T^ofira  fuh  obfeuro  dijpenfans  corpora  tradiii : 

Prima  animaks^  molli  qu^e  fixa  cerebro^ 

P er  mrvos  fenfum  tranjmlttit  corpus.,  in  omne : 

Altera  vilalis,  calido  de  corde  fuborta, 
fit  am  infer  t  membris  per  vas  arteria  didltm  : 

^ertia  naturalise  habens  fuam  in  hepate  fedem^ 
Corpor a  per  venas  diffufo  f anguine  nutrit. 

The  Moderns  with  Hippocrates  agree 
That  the  chief  fprings  of  life  are  only  three  ; 
The  firft  lies  in  the  fpirks  of  the  brain. 

Which  give  the  fenfe  of  pleafure  or  of  pain  ; 
The  next  is  in  the  heat,  which  from  the  hearty 
Flies  thro’  the  arteries  to  ev’ry  part ; 

The  third  is  in  the  liver ;  from  the  fame 
p.pns^  out  the  blood  to  feed  the  human  frame, 
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called  indorlfics,  there  is  little  likelihood  of  ob¬ 
taining  fweat,  but  a  great  probability  of  increafmg 
the  [every  by  increahng  the  motion,  heat,  and  in- 
fpiffation  of  the  blood ;  but  let  me  here  remark,  that 
•e’^en  fudorifics  of  the  milder  kinds,  fometimes  prove 
ineffectual,  efpeciallv  when  the  external  fuperficies  of 
the  body  are  dry  and  parched  up  by  an  obftruCted 
perfpiration,  which  being  very  nearly  analogous  to 
the  urine,  produces  an  incruflation  (if  1  may  ufe 
the  expreffion)  on  the  external  fuperficies  of  the 
body,  which  obflrudts  the  orifices  of  the  pores, 
and  of  the  perfpiratory  and  fudatory  tubili  in 
fuch  a  manner,  that  it  will  not  yield  to  any 
mild  internal  force,  while  a  greater  one  might 
perhaps  be  equally  fruitlefs  ;  with  this  difference, 
that  the  impelled  humour,  as  it  cannot  find  its 
way  out  of  the  body,  will  return  back  from  its  cir¬ 
cumference  to  the  center,  and  there  produce^  ob- 
ff ructions  in  the  largeft  veffels,  which  are  attended 
with  very  pernicious  or  fatal  confequences  to  the 
patient.  It  has  been  obferved  by  mod  phyficians, 
that  in  the  fummer  months,  when  perfpiration  is 
greateft,  mien  are  lefs  apt  to  be  fick,  and  fewer  die. 
The  fpafms  which  affeCt  the  hypochondriac,  and 
the  pains  which  torment  thofe  that  have  the  gout, 
generally  ceafe  ;  perfons  advanced  in  years,  that 
are  of  weak  conftitutions,  and  obnoxious  to  difor- 
ders,  are  never  better  than  in  fummer.  Obflinate 
quartan  agues,  and  other  difeafes  which  have  con¬ 
tinued  long,  proceeding  from  an  infraction  of  the 
vifcera  are  either  leffened  in  the  fummer  time,  or 
quite  ceafe.  The  diforders  which  proceed  from 
a  fuppreflion  of  perfpiration,  arc  great  and  danger¬ 
ous  ;  for  it  increafes  the  impure  juices,  and  difpofes 
them  to  corruption  and  putrefaCfion  :  whence  pro¬ 
ceed  univerfal  difeafes,  fuch  as  cache;iies,  madnefs, 
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fiermorrhages,  epilepfies,  quinfies^  gout,  rheums, 
coughs,  ^  lippitiides,  ablcefies,  catarrhs,  fcurvy, 
rheumatiim,  the  fniall-pox,  meailes,  and  con¬ 
tinual  fevers.  Brook,  in  his  General  Practice  of 
Phyfic,  fays  that  there  is  always  a  double 
motion  in  the  fever,  the  one  from  the  circum¬ 
ference  ^  to  the  centre,  or  from  the  external  parts 
to  the  internal ;  the  other  from  the  centre  to 
the  circumference;  the  firll  motion  is  attended 
with  a  fmall  contracted  weak  pulfe,  with  an  anxiety 
of  the  precordia,  and  difficulty  of  breathing ;  the 
fecond  with  increafed  motion  of  the  arteries,  a 
large  pulfe  and  heat,  extended  even  to  the  extreme 
parts.  Thefc  two  motions  are  evidently  of  a  dif¬ 
ferent  nature  and  efficacy ;  the  fufl',  from  the  circum¬ 
ference  to  the  centre,  is  not  only  lels  falutary,  but 
morbid ;  nay  often  fatal,  for  thofe  who  die  of  a. 
fever,  whetner  continual  or  intermitting,  acute  .or 
chronical,  die  under  fpalm,  cold,  chiliineis,  fhiver- 
ing  and  ffiaking,  witn  convulfioiis  of  the  exter¬ 
nal  parts ;  becaufe  the  heart,  lungs,  and  brain,  are 
at  that  time  more  oppreffied  with  the  internal  con- 
geftion  of  the  blood.  The  other  motion  from  the 
interrial  parts,  or  from  the  centre  to  the  circum¬ 
ference  and  minute  veffels,  is  falutary  and  vital ; 
nay,  even  miedicinal  and  prefervatory  ;  for  under 
this,  and  by  this,  the  morbid  matter  exciting  the 
febnle  fpafm,  is  correded,  difeuffied,  and  ex¬ 
pelled  (by  fweat  or  infenfible  tranfpiration,)  and 
fb  the  fever  terminates.’’ 

Having  thus  fet  to  view  fome  injuries  and 
inconveniences  attending  the  method  commonly 
praCtifed  for  the  cure  of  feveral  difeafes,  v/hich  may 
give  an  infight  into  my  pradfice,  I  fhall  candidly 
enlarge  upon  it  as  follows  ;  Thofe  patients  who 
are  troubled  with  relaxations,  contractions,  feurvy, 
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(leformlties  of  tlie  fkin,  leprofics,  venerea!  com? 
plaints,  fuppreffion  of  any  fecrction,  gout,  rheu- 
matifm,  callolities,  carnolities  in  the  urinary  paf~ 
fages,  fchirrous  tumours,  ulcers,  See.  find  their 
complaints  lulled  in  different  Water  Baths,  va-r 
rioully  impregnated  with  medical  fubflances,  and 
yegulated  with  that  degree  of  heat,  which  muff 
prove  falutary,  or  of  great  benefit  to  their  refpedtive 
maladies,  and  grateful  to  their  feelings,  pro¬ 
vided  the  Patient^s  conftitution,  or  any  other  per¬ 
manent  or  accidental  caufe  does  not  forbid  their  ufc. 
For  fuch  as  may  be  afflid:ed  with  ffiffnefs,  con- 
tradtions,  white  fwellings,  obffinate  obftrudtions^ 
and  fixed  pains,  the  pumping  of  properly  heated  and 
medicated  water, is  adminiffered  to  the  parts  affedted, 
and  urged  with  fuch  a  degree  of  ftrength,  as  will 
mollify  and  relax  the  contracted  parts,  difperfe  the 
pbftrudflons,  and  remove  the  pains,  by  enlarging 
the  diameters  of  the  vcffels,  and  attenuating  the 
ffagnated  and  obftrudted  fluids  :  after  which,  if 
the  nature  of  their  diforders  permit,  they  arc 
thence  conveyed  into  vapour  baths,  which 
are  conveniently  and  feparately  fitted  up,  where 
the  patient  fits  on  an  eafy  chair,  furrounded  by  the 
moff  enlivening  and  cheating  effluvia,  arifing  from 
fuch  kind  of  herbs,  balfams,  gvims  or  minerals,  as 
have  cured  fimilar  complaints,  in  fimilar  conftitu- 
tions,  or  others  more  particularly  adapted  to  their 
own.  The  degree  of  heat  is  alfo  regulated  on  the 
fame  principles.  From  the  vapourous  baths  they 
are  fafely  conveyed  to  neat  adjacent  bedchambers, 
provided  with  comfortable  beds  to  lie  on,  for  fome 
(as  occafion  may  require)  to  receive  internal  or  ex¬ 
ternal  partial  or  univerfai  fumigations ;  the  baK 
famic,  fpirituous,  faponaceous,  or  other  fricffioiis ; 
or  to  be  between  blankets,  in  order  to  promote  in- 
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fenfible  perfpiratlon ;  for  others,  to  reft  on  a  little 
time  to  cool  themfelves.  There  are  alfo  dry 
Stoves,  and  dry  vapourous  Baths,  for  the  cure 
of  dropfies,  which  is  performed  wdth  the  greateft 
fiiccefs,  j-y^ovided  the  patients  have  not  been 
tapped,  or  the  vis  vit^  is  not  too  far  gone.  Reme¬ 
dies  therefore  that  have  a  power  to  cure  or  alle¬ 
viate  moft  of  the  innumerable  infirmities  to  whieh 
we  are  fubjedf,  are  certainly  w^orthy  of  the  public 
protedfion  and  encouragement.  Impelled  by  thefe, 
and  by  a  natural  propenfity  to  be  a  ufeful  mem¬ 
ber  to  community,  I  ftiall  ufe  every  poliible  at¬ 
tention  in  the  exercife  and  improvement  of  thofe 
acquifitions,  which  I  have  made  from  others,  from 
my  father,  and  from  my  own  obfervation. 

The  pradiice  of  Phyfic,  fays  Celfus,  ought  to  be 
grounded  on  reafon  ;  evident  caufes  only  Ihould  be 
admitted  ;  and  all  that  are  obfeure  Ihould  be  utter¬ 
ly  rejedfed  from  the  confidcration  of  a  Phyfician, 
and  from  the  art  itfelfd^  This  pradtice  of  preparing 
for  and  applying  to  the  human  body,  the  arbitra¬ 
rily  heated  and  medicated  water,  vapourous  and 
dry  Baths,  partial  Pumping  and  Fridlions,  for  the 
cure  or  relief  of  moft  infirmities,  is  not  only,  efta- 
blifiicd  on  reafon,  and  fupported  by  the  authorities 
of  the  moft  celebrated  PhyJjcians  and  PhilofepherSy 
but  experience,  that  great  baffler  of  fpeculation, 
has  alfo  evinced  their  falutary  eftedts  in  different 
kinds  of  complaints.  The  danger  and  torture  which 
often  attend  thofe  who  undergo  the  courfe  of 
common  pradlice,  for  the  cure  of  feveral  inci¬ 
dental  difeafes,  have  already  been  pointed  out,  and 
are  the  very  circumftances  which  fuggefted  the 
firft  idea  of  the  efficacy  and  fafety  of  this  plan. 
None  of  the  Faculty  ought  to  be  ignorant  of  the 
great  eftimation  in  which  the  moft  celebrated  fathers 
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of  phyfic  have  held  the  medicated  Water^  va* 
pourous  and  dry  Baths,  See.  owing  to  the  great  fue- 
cefs  the)"  experienced  therebw,  in  the  cure  of  va¬ 
rious  diforders,  though  adminiitered  to  their  pa¬ 
tients  in  an  aukward  unphyfical  manner.  But,  ap¬ 
prized  of  the  great  neceflity  of  oppohng  the  crowds 
of  mercenary  pretenders,  with  which  this  metropolis 
fwarjns,  and  to  refute  the  prejudice  of  fome  of  the 
regulars,  damnant  quod  ignormu ;  I  am  led  to 
add  the  following  obfervations  in  fupport  of  my 
pradfice.  Sandlorius  found  by  experience,  that 
excretions,  made  in  a  given  time,  have  com¬ 
monly  this  proportion ;  that  is,  if  the  excretion 
by  flool  be  as  four,  that  of  urine  is  as  fmteen ;  and 
that  through  the  pores  of  the  fkin  is  as  forty,  or 
wore upon  which  experiment,  Pitcairn  draws 
this  conclufion  ;  that  if  you  have  any  fever  un¬ 
derhand,  the  fame  holds  good  in  any  diftemper  ari- 
fing  within  animal,  it  is  ten  times  more  probable  to 
cure  It  by  fweat  than  by  flool and  Van-Swieten, 
in  his  Commentary  on  Boerhaaves  Aphorifms,  ob^ 
ferves,  that  they  who  attempt  to  cure  drop- 
fies,  arifing  from  weaknefs,  by  cleanfing  the  body 
tvith  purges,  wonder  to  fee  it  grow  as  tumid  in  a  few 
days  as  before ;  without  once  conlidering  that  all 
the  humours  flow  into  the  flaccid  veflels,  and  that 
fcarce  any  of  the  liquids  taken  down  arc  carried 
off  by  fweat  or  perfpiration  :  and  in  acute  difeafes, 
wherein  the  fkin  is  generally  fo  very  dry  as  to  carry 
off  nothing  by  tranfpiration,  and  when  the  orifices 
of  the  veffels  through  which  we  perfpirc  are  quite 
clofed  up,  it  is  to  no  purpofe  to  endeavour  to  pro¬ 
voke  a  fweat  by  warm  internal  medicines ;  but  if 
the  body  (fays  he)  be  expofed  naked  in  a  vapour 
bath,  the  mouth  of  the  veffels  will  open,  the  fkin 
j^row  mcifl^  and  fweat  foqn  after  enfuc  :  and  in 
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^bflrudrions,  whenever  vapours  and  fomentations, 
with  very  foftening  herbs  boiled  in  them,  can 
be  commodioujly  diredied  to  the  parts,  it  is  to  be 
preferred  to  all  other  methods^’  He  further  obferves, 
that  for  the  cure  of  a  fchirrous  diforder,  nothing 
can  be  better  than  to  fumigate  the  part  twice 
a  day,  and  life  gentle  frictions  :  By  continuing 
this  ufe  for  forne  months,  he  adds,  I  with  plea- 
fure  recolledb  feveral  recent  fchirri  of  the 
breall,  which  I  have  happily  cured  Huxham,  in 
pleurihes,  preferibes  to  foment  the  parr,  which, 
lays  he,  often  eafes  the  pain,  and  generally  termi¬ 
nates  the  difeafe.  And  Brook  advifes  tepid  vapours 
of  deco^ions  of  proper  ingredients,  to  be  con¬ 
veyed  to  the  lungs. — Arhuthnoty  on  the  inflanir 
mation  of  the  liver,  fays,  fweat  Ihould  be  pror 
moted ;  and  in  thofe  of  the  bowels,  he  recom¬ 
mends  warm  fomentation,  Artie,  XI.  Sedt, 

215,  of  his  Eflay  on  the  Difeafes  of  People  of 
Falliion,  fays,  that  warm  baths,  by  relaxing  the 
veffels,  and  qualifying  the  humours,  greatly  affift 
the  cure  ;  and,  when  there  is  no  reafon  to  the  con-? 
trary,  Ihould  never  be  negledted  :  but  above  all  in 
the  obftrudlions  of  the  \\YtrA~Brook,  in  the  inflam¬ 
mation  of  the  bladder,  and  difficulty  of  making  w^ater, 
flrongly  directs  fomentations  of  emollient  herbs  ; 
and  in  that  of  the  eyes,  Hoffman  advifes  to  receive  the 
vapours,  or  fleam  of  valerian  root,  liquorice, 

Sir  John  Pringle  (Phyfician  to  her  prefent  Majefly) 
in  his  obfervations  on  the  Difeafes  of  the  Army, 
part  iii.  fays,  that  a  phrenitis  is  often  brought 
on,  or  increafed  in  the  hofpitals  of  an  army,  by 
the  want  of  due  perfpiratien^  and  of  warmth  in  the 
extremities  ;  therefore  as  foon  as  a  foldier  is  brought 
into  the  houfe  with  feverifli  fymptons,  his  hands 
and  feet  fhould  be  walked  with  warm  vinegar  and 
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\vater ;  and  (fays  he)  I  would  likewife  recommend 
for  the  hofpitals,  what  I  have  fometime  lince  In  a 
phrenitis  fuccefsfully  ufed  in  my  ptivatc  pradticc^ 
a  fomentation  to  the  feet  and  lozver  part  of  the 
to  be  repeated  often  for  an  hour  or  two  at  a  time* 
He  farther  obferves,  that  in  the  dyfentery,  for  mi- 
tigating  the  gripes,  and  expelling  the  wind,  we  are 
not  to  life  the  warmer  carminatives  at  lead:  I  have 
never  known  them  to  anfwer :  opiates  give  im¬ 
mediate  relief,  but  they  only  palliate,  and  often 
increafe  the  caufe.  I  have  (fays  he)  met  with  no 
remedy  that  remarkably  anfwered  this  intention: 
the  befi  was  fomenting  the  belly,  and  drinking  ca¬ 
momile-tea  :  ihQ  fomentations  zv ere  made  of  the  common 
herbs^  with  the  addition  of  fo7ne  fpirits^ — The  flatu¬ 
lent  pain  would  fometimes  affeA  the  hde  as  in  a 
pleurify  ;  but  a  laxative  medicine,  or  the  fomenta¬ 
tion  jufl:  mentioned, removed  them  without  bleeding. 
For  the  palfy,  Boerhaave  recommends  ftrong  fric¬ 
tions,  endued  with  dimulating  virtues,  vapourous 
and  water  baths,  and  the  fume  of  gums, — In  con- 
vulhve  afthmas.  Brook  fays,  after  the  ufe  of  fric¬ 
tions  for  the  feet,  they  Ihould  be  put  into  warm 
water :  and  if  there  are  violent  fpafms  about  the 
prtecordia,  hot  fomentations  are  highly  neceffary.  In* 
pituitous  adhmas,  Heifter  and  Huxham  enjoin  warm 
baths. — Barry  fays,  that  fudorifics  have  been  bv 
fome  warmly  recommended  in  a  confumption  of 
the  lungs,  and  are  frequently  found  more  effediuai, 
and  fpeedier  in  their  effed:,  when  the  operation  only 
produces  infenhbie  perfpiration  :  But  the  danger 
that  attends  their  exciting  too  great  a  motion  of  hu¬ 
mours,  counterpoifes  the  beneht  that  might  accrue ; 
which  portion  holds  good  in  fevers,  and  Ihew^s  theper- 
nicious  confequences  of  internal  fudorificks,to  which 
neither  my  Father's  nor  my  own  operations  are  in 
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the  moil  dillant  view  fubjcd:,  as  will  be  pmved 
hereafter. - Pottery  on  the  bilious  cholic,  fays, 

when  bleeding,  brilk  cathartics^'  lenient  me¬ 
dicines,  anodynes  or  clyfters  will  not  help'  the 
misfortune,  recourfe  muit  be  immediately  had  to 
warm  baths,  compofed  of  emollient  decodfions.’* 
Sydenham,  on  the  gout,  holds,  that  evacuating  the 
peccant  matter  by  fwcat,  is  better  than  to 
attempt  it  by  purgatives  or  emetics  ;  and  SanSlorius, 
obferves,  that  in  gouty  people,  the  humours,'  even 
of  the  thickeil  fort,  are  only  to  be  refolved  by 
means  of  vapours.” 

Brook,  fpeaking  of  the  cholic  of  the  dam- 
nonii,  fays,  If  emetics  and  cathartics  will  not  pafs, 
I  order  emollient  fomentations,  efpecially  when  the 
belly  is  inflated,  hard,  or  contradied  with  fpafrris  ; 
but  much  happier  effedts  may  be  expedted  from 
baths,  prepared  with  the  fame  ingredients.” — 

I  have  often  feen,  fays,  Huxhayn,  the  mofi  excru¬ 
ciating  fits  of  the  gravel  terminated,  when  neither 
copious  bleedings  nor  opiates  have  had  the  leafl 
effedt ;  nay,  I  have  learnt  from  numerous  experi¬ 
ments,  and  do  affert  from  what  I  have  colledfed 
from  many  judicious  authors,  that  nothing  can  be 
fo  efficacious  to  eafe  the  pain,  and  enforce  the  de¬ 
ment  of  the  ilone  through  the  ureters,  as  tepid  emol-- 
bent  baths.”  What  affiflance  art  can  lend,  fays 
Pott,  in  his  remarks  on  the  fifiula  in  ano,  muft  be 
adminiftcred  fpeedily  ;  every  minute  is  of  confe- 
quence  :  and  if  the  difeafe  be  not  flopped,  the  pa¬ 
tient  will  fink  ;  recourfe  muil  be  immediately  had 
to  medical  affiftance  ;  the  fart  affedted  Jhould  he  fre- 
Guently  fomented  with  hot  fpiritucu^  fomentations  ;  large 
and  deep  Incifion  fliould  be  made  into  the  difeafed 
part,  and  the  application  made  to  it  fhould  be  of 
the  warmed,  moft  antlceptic  kinds. — He  farther  ob- 
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ferves,  X.h.’it ,  ftranguary^  dyfury^  and  even  a  total  re- 
tentisn  of  urine^  are  not  very  uncommon  attendants 
,Mi.pon  abiceffes  forming  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
'  reetum  and  bladder ;  he  protefts  againft  the  ufe  of 
the  catheter,  as  a  pradfice  attended  with  danger¬ 
ous  confequences ;  he  recommends  bleeding,  and 
emptying  the  inteftines,  if  there  be  time  for  fo  do- 
ing,  by  a  gentle  cathartic,  but  the  mojl  effectual  re¬ 
lief  (fays  he)  will  be  from  the  warm  hath,  or  femi- 
cuphimf*  If  we  take  the.  trouble  to  trace  phy- 
fical  authors  who  have  written  on  the  Venereal  Dif- 
eafe,  we  lhall  find  that  many  of  them  recommend 
the  medicated  water,  vapourous  and  dry  baths, 
fuffumigation  and  fridtion  as  necefiary  and  eflen- 
tial  applications,  or  as  auxiliaries  for  the  cure  of 
that  dillemper  :  and  in  confirmation  of  what  I  have 
faid>  I  fubjoin  the  following ;  Majfa  recommends 
the  artificial  water  bath,  but  he  entertains  a  great 
opinion  of  the  fumigation,  which  he  allows  to  be 
very  efficacious  in  mofi:  defperate  venereal  cafes, 
and  where  all  other  methods  have  failed. 

Catarieus,  after  proper  evacuation,  preferibes  the 
warm  bath,  in  order  to  compleat  the  cure ;  and 
Benedic  has  very  often  advifed  the  fudatory  in 
the  cure  of  the  faid  complaint. 

Pafchal,  for  the  cure  of  the^  Venereal  Difeafe, 
propofes  fwTating  the  patient  in  a  ftove ;  after 
which  his  body  is  to  be  well  rubbed  with  oil  of 
favine,  dill,  &c.  and  in  this  way  of  fweating  he 
feems  to  place  more  confidence  than  in  any  other 
remedy. 

Galen  recommends  the  fame  procefs,  as  the  moil 
powerful  means  of  refolving  all  nodous  difiem- 
pers,  and  diffip&ting  the  impecated  humour  about 
the  ioints. 

I  ■  Labor a^ 
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Lahora^  John  de  Vigo;  and  Almenor  fay,  that 
after  the  patient  has  been  prepared  by  purgation^ 
he  Ihould  be  put  into  the  tepid  emollient  bath,  in 
the  ftove,  and  have  the  fumigation; 

Torella^  for  the  cure  of  Venereal  Difeafes,  laid 
the  chief  llrefs  upon  the  Hove  or  fudatory,  in  which 
he  kept  the  patient  fweating,  fo  long  as  he  was 
able  to  bear  it ;  and  after  he  was  dried,  he  ordered 
him  to  put  on  linen  that  was  fumed  with  frankin- 
cenfe,  fandarach,  and  florax... 

Vi5foriuSy  in  his  book  of  the  French  difeafe,  fays> 

after  the  patients  have  been  prepared  with  fome 
purging  pill  or  potion,  they  fhould  be  put  into  a 
bath,  impregnated  with  cephalic  herbs  for  half  an 
hour  each  other  morning,  and  from  thence  gd 
immediately  into  a  warm  bed,  in  order  to  promote 
fweat. 

Marchellus^  Bot alius ^  Rondeletius^  and  ethers,  in 
their  treatife  for  curing  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  re* 
commend  baths,  fumigations,  and  fridtions,  with 
foftening  and  emollient  liniments,  in  conjundtion 
with  other  medicines ;  and  Heurinms  in  his  Praxis 
Medicay  lib*  2,  advifes  both  moift  and  dry  fumi¬ 
gation. 

T urner^  in  his  Pradlical  DilTertatlon  on  the 
Venereal  Difeafe,  fays,  that  bathing  in  warm 
water,  for  lean,  hot,  and  emaciated  conflitutions^ 
has  been  found  fetviceable ;  and  fwellings  that 
come  on  different  parts  of  the  body,  have  been 
difperfed  with  fuffitu  aceti^  and  ulcers  dried  up  by 
the  fumigation  of  gums,  mixed  with  cinnabar. 
— Reverius^  in  his  Praxis  Medica,  lib.  xiv.  chap. 
5,  for  the  cure  of  ulcers  in  the  kidneys,  and 
bladder,  advifes  the  medicated  fumigations  and 
half-baths. 


James, 
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James  recommends  baths  and  ftovcs  as  great  auxi¬ 
liaries  in  the  cure  of  Venereal  Difeafes. 

Read,  in  Venereal  Complaints,  as  well  as  in  Lc» 
profies,  advifeth  baths^  fuffumigation,  and  fridtions^ 
which  will  difiblve  the  obilrudfion,  promote  infenfi- 
blc  perfpiration^  a  regular  circulation^  and  wafh 
off  from  the  external  furface  of  the  body  the  fedi- 
ment  of  the  fweat,  which  according  to  Serenus, 
when  detained,  often  makes  the  body  rough 
and  fcabby  : 

lllotus  fiidor,  et  inopla  nohilis  efc^k, 

S^epe  gravi  fcahie  correptos  afperat  artiis, 

I  could  add  a  thoufand  authorities  to  the  few  al- 
ready  advanced,  but  as  my  procefies  are  fo  rational, 
and  have  been  found  fo  ufeful  and  effedtual  in  the 
cure  of  this,  as  well  as  in  many  other  complaints^ 
I  lhall  not  trouble  mv  reader  any  longer  on  this  head^ 

I  have  performed  many  cures  of  Venereal  Di¬ 
feafes,  in  every  one  of  their  ftages,  with  and  v/ithout 
the  affiftance  of  mercurials,  with  lefs  pain  and  (I 
flatter  myfelf)  with  more  advantage  to  the  patient’s 
conftitution,  than  what  could  have  been  done  with¬ 
out  the  ufe  of  my  operation,  which  fhould  not  be 
negledted  by  thofe  Gentlemen. of  the  Faculty  who 
advife  mercury  for  the  cure  of  the  complaint  in 
queftion ;  as  I  engage  myfelf,  at  my  Apparatus^ 
to  fee  their  orders  or  preferiptions  equally  exe^ 
cuted  by  my  fervants  attending  the  Baths,  as  if  they 
were  my  owni 

Mercury  has  been  fufpedfed  to  be  very  pernicious  to 
the  conftitution,  not  only  for  its  great  momentum, 
but  for  its  gravity,  which  according  to  Ajiruc,  may 
overload  the  fofter  vifeera,  and  tear  afunder  the 
diftended  coats  of  the  veflels* 


C 


Boerhaave^ 
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Boerhaave^  in  his  Theory  of  Chymiflry,  obferves 
that  the  extraordinary  elfedts  which  mercury  produce 
in  the  body,  have  given  people  a  notion  of  its  being 
acid  ;  but  the  cafe  is  otherwife  :  when  received  into 
the  blood,  it  only  adts  by  its  weight  and  velocity ; 
by  the  momentum  whereof  it  tears  and  de- 
llroys  the  veffels,  and  occalioiis  thofe  -great  altera' 
tions. 

Moulin^  (Philofoph.  Tranfadf.  No.  192,  pag^ 
486,)  has  proved  this  opinion  to  a  demonftration,. 
by  injedfing  crude  mercury  into  the  jugular  vein 
of  a  dog  :  the  mercurial  globuli  burfi:  through 
the  fmall  veffels  in  the  lungs,  and  forced  their  way 
to  the  furface,  feparating  their  external  covering  in 
form  of  a  fmall  blifter,  and  where  the  globules  la}’^ 
confpicuous  to  the  naked  eye.  He  concluding  the 
defcription  of  his  experiment  with  the  following 
lines  :  From  hence  may  appear  the  danger  of 

ufing  mercury  in  human  bodies,  fo  far  as  to  get 
in  the  mafs  of  the  blood,  efpecially  in  the  lungs ; 
becaufe  they  are  of  a  lax,  fpungy  texture,  and  want 
that  brilk  ilrong  motion,  which  the  mufcles  have 
in  other  parts,  whereby  they  are  enabled  to  force  it 
along  with  the  blood  in  order  to  the  raifing  a  faliva- 
tion.  That  mercury  has  this  effedt  on  the  humaiv 
lungs,  is  plain,  from  what  we  daily  fee  in  perfonS' 
that  have  been  falivated,  who  are  afterwards  ob- 
ferved  to  die  of  confumptions,  that  will  yield  to  no 
medicine.’’ 

Harris  de  lue  Venerea^  fays,  T anta  vero  eft  in 
hoc  falivationis  genere  humorum  fufio^  tanta  fucccrum 
onmiim  corporis  f^pe  exantlatio^  ut  nil  minim  fit^  fi  fpi- 
rilus  vitales  una  dijftpentur,  et  maxime  fi  in  hac  terra^ 
ubi  melancholia  tantum  ohtinet  imperium^  complures  ex 
tarn  rapida  humidor  urn  profuft one  fuccumhant  aeperiant. — 
So  great  is  the  fufion  of  humours  in  this  kind  of 

fall- 
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failvatlon,  fo  great  is  very  often  the  evacuation 
of  all  the  juices,  that  it  is  no  wonder  if  the  vital 
fpirits  are  diffipated  ;  and  efpecially  in  this  country^- 
where  melancholy  is  fo  predominant^  that  many  die, 
from  fuch  a  rapid  profufion  of  the  fluids.” — 
Amongfl  thole  patients  who  have  taken  mercury 
(whether  by  it  they  had  been  falivated  or  not) 
there  are  fome  that  have  been  feized  with  violent 
and  torturing  pains,  efpecially  at  the  extremities  ; 
where  by  its  gravity  the  mercury  falls,  and  be¬ 
ing  of  all  the  fluids  the  moft  fufceptible  of  heat 
and  cold,  for  want  of  the  former  lies  there  in  a 
flate  of  inadlivity.  Boerhaave  fays,  that  it  adls 
as  it  is  adted  upon  by  the  vital  impulfe,  and  when¬ 
ever  that  is  wanting,  it  fails  of  luccefs.  O^ConnelU 
in  his  Medical  and  Experimental  Obfervatlons  on 
Acute  and  Chronical  Difeafes,  page  41 1,  and  412, 
gives  a  good  account  how  thefe  pains  take  place 
in  the  patient’s  body  :  Dolores  tamen  hi  reverd 

venerei  non  funt^  fed  mercurlales  ;  ah  ember anii  fcilicet^ 
6t  nimia  mercurii  quantitate  in  minorihus  caiialiculis  con^ 
gefta  orti^  qu^e  fuo  pondere  horum  premit  lateral  et  capa¬ 
citates  coar^at  ac  conftringit.  Hinc  fpafinddicosf  et 
horrendosin perioftei^aliarunique  memhranarum  fenfibilibus 
fibrillis  excitat  cruciatus.  Praefatis  detento  malis^  five  d 
mer curio  externe,  aut  interne ^  7najori  quam  convenit  copid 
mintfirato^five  a  f rigor  e  dum  hoc  fit  fufeepto  or  turn  ha- 
beant  *,  balnea  aquae  dulcis  fubcalida,  cui  herbae  emol- 
lientesy  cephalicae^  et  aromaticae^  incoPtae  funt^  fimgulis 
vel  alternis  diehus  repetita^  et  ad  bimejire  pro  re  nold  fipa-- 
iium  continuata^  premijfis  balnei  ufiui  venefehlione  modica 
et  leni  cathartico,  utilia  quidem  et  falutaria  freqiientijfime 
cbfervavi. — Thefe  pains  are  not  venereal,  but  mer¬ 
curial  :  caufed  by  too  great  a  quantity  of  mercury 
laid  into  the  fmallefl  veflels,  which,  by  its  own 
weight,  prefs,  on  the  fide  of  the  vefTels,  ^forces  and 
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dilates  their  capacity;  from  hence  proceed  fpafmodic 
and  dreadful  pains  in  the  leiilible  fibres  of  the  pe- 
riofteiim,  and  other  membranes.  Whenever  thefe 
pains  arife  from  detained  mercury,  in  an  unnecef- 
iary  quantity  inwardly  given,  or  outwardly  ap¬ 
plied,  or  from  a  cold ;  firil  bleed  the  patient  mo¬ 
derately,  and  purge  him  with  a  mild  cathartic  ; 
then  baths  of  fweet  tepid  water,  in  which  have  been 
boiled  emollient,  cephalic,  and  aromatic  herbs,  are 
to  be  repeated  every  day,  or  every  other  day,  for 
two  months  ;  which  indeed  (fays  he)  I  have  very 
often  obferved  to  be  ufeful  and  (alutary/* 

And  alfo  for  the  healing  and  curing  of  ul¬ 
cers  and  wounds,  w'e  have  innumerable  vouchers 
of  the  great  cfiicacv  of  water  and  vapourous  baths, 
prepared  with  bitter,  aflringent,  and  balfamic  fub- 
llances.”  —  J/imes,  fpeaking  of  wounds  in  general, 
favs,  they  are  to  be  fomented  with  balfamics  and 
vulneraries;  andif  anyexternal irritating,  vellicating, 
cauitic,  feptic,  and  poifonous  fubfianceji^  or  fuch  as 
produce  a  rednefs  of  the  parts  appea’',  they  are 
with  all  expedition  to  be  removed,  and  the  parts 
in  which  fuch  fubfiances  were  lodged,  and  are  in¬ 
jured  by  them,  are  to  be  fomented  with  vifeid, 
mmcous,  mild,  oleous,  anodyne,  and  gently  aperient 
fomentations.”  Poets,  as  well  as  Phyfical  authors, 
have  recorded  the  efficacy  of  fimilar  operations  : 

—  —  —  E  femore  exddit  cultro 

Acutum  telum  acf.rhum^  ab  ipfo  autem  fanguinem  atrum^ 
Ahluit  aqua  tepida^  et  radicem  hnmijit  amaram^ 

Afanihii^  contritam,  niitigatoriam^  qu^e  ei  c undos 
S^daz'it  dolor es.  Vulnus  quidern  siccatum  eft 
Cejfavitque  fanguis.  Homer  Iliad  XL 


There 
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There  ftretchM  at  length  the  wounded  hero  lay, 
I^atroclus  cut  the  forky  fleel  away ; 

Then  in  his  hands  a  bitter  root  he  bruis’d. 

The  wound  he  walk’d,  the  llyptic  juice  infus’d  ; 
The  cJofing  flelh  that  inllant  ceas’d  to  glow. 

The  wound  to  torture,  and  the  blood  to  flow. 


The  Romans  for  manv  years  did  not  ufe  any  other 
means  for  curing  difeafes,  and  for  the  prefervation 
of  their  health,  than  the  artificial  medicated  water 
and  vapour  baths  ;  and  fo  great  were  their  eiFed:s, 
that  what  we  now  call  the  common  Pra^fice  cf  Phyficky 
they  deemed  a  plague  to  the  City  :  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  all  the  phyficians  that  followed 
fuch  methods  tor  curing  difeafes  were  baniflicd  out 
of  Ivome. — The  following  paflege  will  convince 
the  reader  to  what  extenlive  ufe  they  brought 
the  artificial  medicated  water  and  vopourous  baths : 
Finnt  autem  artifitialia  balnea  pluribtis  mcdis^  penes  di~ 
vsrjas  intentiones.  Alia  enim  componuntur  ex  rebus  ano- 
dynisydlia  ex  emollientibus^  alia  'ex  calidis  ac  relax&ntibuSy 
alia  ex  adflringentihiis^  iAc.  alia  ex  Jimplici  clecy  alia  ex 
ladle y  vel  quoqxe  alio  liquor e  fuey'it  opus  :  Ufus  autem 
variiis  ad  calefaciendum  refrigeratay  ac  exficcandunty  ad 
dolor em  leniendumy  ad  emolUendumy  ad  difcutiendtiniy  ad 
adftringendumy  et  quod  jummatim  dicamy  ad  capitiSy  tko- 
racisy  ‘I'entricuJiy  intefiinorumy  renurny  uteriy  ^eefic^y 
j tin diitrar  unique  pajjiores  pturimas, 

Vid.  Baccii  de  Balneis  Aledicatis  Artificialibus* 

Chap.  27. 


The  artificial  medicated  baths  (fays  he)  are 
made  in  different  manners,  to  ferve  different  inten¬ 
tions  ;  fome  are  compofed  of  anodynes,  iQine  of 
emollients,  fome  of  warm  and  relaxing,  others  of  a- 
flringent  fub fiance s ;  fome  of  Ample  oil;,  fome  of 
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milk,  or  of  any  other  fuitable  liquor  :— their  vift  p 
is  alfo  various ;  fome  ferve  to  warm,  fome  to  refriT 
gerate ;  others  to  dry,  and  fome  to  mitigate  pain ;  \ 

others  to  mollify  and  difperfe,  and  others  to  : 

flrengthen.  In  Ihort,  they  are  good  for  the  difor-  " 

ders  of  the  head,  ftomach, ,  abdomen,  inteflines^  i 

loins,  uterus,  bladder,  and  joints.”  | 

They  were  no  lefs  particular  in  their  fomenta-  ' 

tion,  as  the  beforementioned  Author  obferves,  Chap^  \ 

31,  Humida  itaqiie  foments  inflammatio.mhus  con-  j 

'ueniunt  a  hiiiofts  humorihus  faUis,  ^icca  vero  bis  ,1 

qu^e  a  tenui  et  aquofo  fangiiine  produdla  Junt^  et  lenia  \ 

quidem  f omenta  mordacihus  humorihus  conveniunt^  mor^  ■  ] 
dacia  vero  et  attenuantia  craffis  ac  vifcofisd^  Moift  fo-  | 

mentations  are  good  in  inflammations,  eauled  by 
bilious  humours — but  the  dry  are  for  diforders  pro-r 
jduced  by  attenuated  and  watery  blood,  the  Ibftening  /! 
and  mollifying  fomentations  are  good  for  fliarp  and  j 

corroflve  humours,  and  thofe  made  of  fharp  and  aN  \ 

tenuating  fubflances,  are  fit  to  redlify  glutinous  and  j 
vifcQUS  fluids. — Boerhaave  repeats  very  nearly  th^  fame  \ 

thing  for  the  cure  of  difeafes  proceeding  from  a  j 
fpontaneous  gluten.  Baths  (fays  he)  are  either  wet 
or  dry ;  the  former  ad:  by  relaxing  and  diluting ;  ; 

to  thefe  therefore  are  added  aromatic  herbs,  which  \ 

flrengthen  and  attenuate,  and  at  the  fame  time  fric^  ] 
tions  are  ufed  ;  afterwards  the  dry  baths  are  of  fer- 
vice,  by  exciting  a  greater  heat ;  but  as  the  whole 
external  furface  of  the  body  is  covered  with  bibu- 
lous  veins,  the  virtue  of  thefe  aromatic  herbs  may  ' 
be  tranfmitted  through  them,  cfpecially  when  they 
are  relaxed  in  the  bath. — And  Hippocrates  de  affec^ 
tionibus  plainly  fays,  that  whatever  part  the  pain 
invades,  Ihould  be  treated  with  baths,  fomentations, 
and  emollient  liniments. — Medea^  who  (as  Palae- 
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phiitus  has  obferved)  acquired  the  reputation  of  rc- 
Itoring  youth  to  old  men,  is  faid  to  have  ufed  no 
other  ingredients  than  medicated  waters^  and  the 
effluvia  of  balfamic  herbs, 

Ginlen  de  (.erchro,  fays,  that  the  health  of  the 
brain  is  preferved  by  the  fumigation  of  aroiuatics, 
which  will  comfort  it,  cure  cold,  and  the  head- 
ake.” — Brunei  in  his  Medicina  Praclicay  and 
Riverius,  in  his  Praxis  Medic  a  ^  preferibe  for 
the  diforders  of  the  ears,  medicated  fumiga¬ 
tions  to  be  conveyed  to  the  parts. — Lotichhis  de 
jdtrophia^  f^ys?  hiimedfantia  imperanda  Junt^  tie  ut 
vifeerum  ohjirudiiones  expediantur^  in  hoc  cafu  iaudahik 
eft  balnetm  herb  arum  Aromatic  arum  par  alum* — In  an 
atrophy,  or  defedt  of  nutrition  which  is  a  con- 
fumption  of  the  whole  or  fome  particular  part  of 
the  body,  but  efpecially  of  the  extremities,  moif- 
tening  things  are  to  be  preferibed,  fo  as  to  dilTolve 
the  obftrudfions  of  the  vifeera,  and  in  this  cafe  a 
bath  prepared  of  aromatics  is  commendable. — • 
^ijftot,  as  above,  fays,  that  many  eminent  phy- 
feians,  regarding  all  diforders  of  the  nerves  as  the 
confequences  of  relaxed  fibres  and  weak  digefiion, 
would  effedt  a  cure  by  means  of  remedies  which  are 
hot,  and  llrengthened  by  gums.  Heel  bitters,  cam- 
phire,  caftor,  muilc,  fpirituous  tindfures,  opium, 
&c.  which  is  an  error,  and  unhappily  they  have 
no  better  fuccefs  than  in  complaints  of  the  fto- 
mach ;  but  an  innocent  regimen,  and  the  benefit 
Oi  the  warm  hath^  ufed  in  the  morning,  falling,  is 
here  of  the  greateji  utility,  I  have  feen  three  pa¬ 
tients  (fays  he)  in  this  cafe,  thrown  by  thefe  fmall 
fevers  into  a  confirmed^iedlic  fever,  whofe  fituatipn 
feemed  almoil  defperate,  and  yet  were  perfedlly 
cured  by  nfing  this  remed^y  and  cows  milk  only, 
for  nourilhment,  vid.  the  x.  Article,  fedl.  86. — For 
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eunng  convulfions,  to  which  many  of  the  fair  fcx  ara 
fo  much  fubjed:,  nothing  is  better  than  tepid 
emollient  water  and  vapourous  baths,  and  oleous 
fridiions;  as  Baglivi  de  fibra  matrice^  that  the  cure 
is  to  be  performed  by  taking  away  the  irritation  and 
the  contradiion  of  the  fibres,  with  baths  and  oleous 
fubilances.  In  the  obftrud:ion  of  the  uterus,  Prime^ 
rofe  obferves  that  fi  denfus  et  dunti  uterus  fuerity^ 
fotu,  infeffuy  fuffitti  erdolliendus  erit ; — it  the  uterus  be 
thick  and  hard,  it  mu  ft  be  mollified  with  fomen¬ 
tation,  the  half  bath,  and  fumigation;’’  and  in  the 
fuppreftion  of  a  certain  evacuation,  we  muft  (fays 
he)  balneay  et  fetus  imperare  ex  decodlis  aperientthus  ; 
preferibe  baths,  and  fomentations  of  aperient  de¬ 
coctions.’’  "Pijfoty  on  the  irregularity  of  the  courfes, 
obferves,  this  diforder,  fhould  be  carefully  treated, 
and  hot  remedies  cautipufly  avoided,  for  fear  of  ir¬ 
ritating  the  nerves,  and  giving  an  inflammatory 
thicknefs  to  the  blood,  and  thereby  prolonging,  inftead 
of  ending  the  malady  :  it  yields  to  an  innocent  re¬ 
gimen,  a  regular  life,  and  warm  baths* — And  Hip- 
pocratesy  in  the  ift  Book,  fays,  fujfitus  ex  aromaticis 
muliebra  ducity  et  aliis  queque  foret  utilis  \ — that 
fuffumigation  of  aromatics  are  of  effential  fervice  to 
women.  In  the  inflammation  of  the  uterus,  Afirtic 
tells  us,  that  pradfioners  advifed  that  kind  of 
half-bath,  diftinguiflied  in  latin  by  the  name  of 
infeffus ;  thefe  half-baths  were  prepared  with  a  dc- 
codiion  of  eniollient  and  anodyne  herbs,  fuch  as 
thofe  which  are  employed  for  fomentation ;  but 
this  practice,  (fays  he)  had  unavoidable  inconveni¬ 
ences  ;  for  either  the  decoeflion  of  thefe  half-baths 
would  be  colder  than  the  part  bathed,  and  then 
they  would  have  the  fame  bad  effedfs  as  the  topics 
applied  cold  ;  or  they  would  be  hotter,  and  ia  that 
pfe  would  augment  the  inflammation.” 


What 


(  25  ) 


Wb  at  a  misfortune,  that  remedies  thus  efficacious, 
^nd  which  were  judged  then  to  be  fo,  either  by 
their  effect or  by  well-founded  conjedtures,  could 
not  have  been  ufed  with  fafety  for  the  cure  of  va¬ 
rious  complaints  !  Whatever  was  the  caufe  that 
no  farther  enquiry  has  been  made  into  fuch  an  im¬ 
portant  objedt,  is  nothing  to  our  prefent  purpofe  : 
it  will  be  enough  for  me  to  fay,  that  I  have  a 
fure  and  eafy  method  to  keep  the  abcK^emen- 
tioned  baths,  for  any  length  of  time,  to  a  fixed  de¬ 
gree  of  heat :  The  public  is  indebted  for  this  dif- 
covery,  as  well  as  for  many  others  of  no  lefs  im¬ 
portance  and  utility,  to  my  Father,  who  has  been 
the  renovator  of  the  antient  baths,  8zc.  to  which 
he  has  added  many  new  inventions  of  his  own, 
which  have  rendered  the  application  of  them  eafy 
and  falutary  for  almoft  every  complaint. 

It  muft  not  here  be  forgotten  to  fay  fomething 
about  fridtions,  which  are  equally  as  necefiarv 
auxiliaries  for  the  cure  of  many  complaints  as  the 
before  mentioned  operations.  The  fridlions  which 
I  ufually  order  for  my  Patients  are  of  fevcral  kinds, 
and  defigned  often  to  ferve  quite  oppofite  purpofes. 
This  pradfice  is  confirmed  by  Hippocrates,\vZiO  fays, 
that  fridfion  if  hard  it  binds,  if  foft  it  loofes, 
if  violent  it  diminilhes,  if  moderate  it  fills  up.” 
Galen  exprefies  himfelf  very  near  in  the  fame 
manner,  where  he  fays,  when  we  would  make 
any  part  flefhy  we  mult  rub  it  till  we  make 
it  fwell;  but  when  we  would  diffipate  or  lef- 
fen  the  bulk  of  it,  we  muft  ftill  rub  on,  till  the 
part  which  has  fwelled  lliall  fubfide. — Nay  him- 
felf  cured  many  of  his  Patients  by  rubbing  the 
mufcular  parts  with  emollient  liniments,  after  the 
fomentations  had  been  applied,  upon  perfons  long 
confumptive,  and  in  a  wafting  condition. — Columella 
is  of  opinion,  that  it  does  more  good  to  have  the 
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back  well  rubbed  down,  then  the  llomach  filled 
with  large  quantities  of  food. — Van  Sweiten,  in 
his  Commentaries  fays,  that  fridlions  caufe  a  fuccef- 
five  and  repeated  comprefiion  and  relaxation  of  the 
\"eilels,  and  fo  fupply  the  place  of  their  reciprocal 
motion :  by  preffing  the  liquid  from  the  apex  of  the 
Tcffels  to  the  balls,  we  may  turn  the  arteries  into 
veins,  and  fobring  the  obftrudting  matter  out  of  the 
narrow  into  a  broader  part  of  the  artery,  into  which 
it  prefently  returns  again,  when  the  vefTel  is  re¬ 
laxed  ;  if  this  be  often  repeated  it  will  be  exadtly 
the  fame  cafe  as  Leevwenhoeck  faw  in  the  bat :  i.  c, 
the  obftruCting  matter  will  be  divided  and  at¬ 
tenuated  by  going  backwards  and  forwards,  till  at 
lafl  it  can  pafs  into  the  vein.  Obfervation  fhews  the 
great  ufe  of  fridtion  in  refolding  obftrudtions  ; — I 
have  feen  (fays  he)  an  indurated  parotid  gland,  after 
many  very  good  applications  have  failed,  refolved, 
by  being  well  rubbed  with  woollen  cloths  for  an 
hour  together  twice  a  day,  after  having  been  ex-* 
pofed  to  the  vapour  of  warm  water,  vinegar,  &c* 
The  like  alfo  has  been  feen  in  the  glands  of  the  neck 
when  they  have  been  ftrumous.  He  further  obferves 
that  liniments  made  of  the  milded:  oily  fubftances  of 
the  fmootheil  oils,  drawn  from  vegetables,  are  of 
iignal  fervice,  efpecially  if  applied  to  the  part  after 
they  have  been  deterged  by  bath,  and  fomenta¬ 
tions,  and  well  dried.  MtiuSy  Serm.  xii.  chap.  21, 
bellows  the  highell  commendation  on  fridlions,  as  a 
good  prefervative  againll  the  gout. 

Boerhaave,  after  he  has  palTed  limilar  encomiums 
on  the  fubjedl,  fays,  Add  to  this,  that  the  extrava- 
fated  and  concreted  blood  itfelf  wdll  be  attenu¬ 
ated  and  refolved  by  fridlions ;  for  if  the  blood 
which  has  been  taken  from  the  veins  of  a  healthy 
perfon,  and  congealed  in  the  open  air,  be  ground 
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in  a  glafs  mortar,  it  may  be  again  dilTolved  into  ^ 
frothy  and  coloured  liquor ;  and  therefore  fridfions 
are  evidently  of  the  grcateft  ufe  in  the  cure  of  con- 
vulfions.’* 

Thus  I  have  nearly  fubmitted  to  the  public  im¬ 
partial  judgment,  a  compleat  defcription  of  my  ap¬ 
paratus,  and  of  its  extenhve  ufe  in  the  cure  of  moH: 
diforders ;  with  a  long  train  of  obfervations  and  au¬ 
thorities  from  noted  Phyficians  and  Philofophers 
in  fupport  of  the  importance  of  my  pradtice, 
in  refpedt  to  each  of  the  abovementioned  opera¬ 
tions,  except  on  the  pump  ;  concerning  v/hich  I  lhall 
now  fubjoin  the  following. 

Baccius  fays.  Opera  pretium  verb  e(i  in  tam 
nohili  minifterio^  loca  determinare^  quibus  proprie  con- 
veniat  Duccia — Communis  quidem  ujus  eji,  ut  in  capiie 
duohus  potijfimum  locis  fufcipiatur^  in  hregmate^  fcilicet 
qua  commijfura  coronalis  dicitur  a  vertice  fcilicet  anterior 
capitis  parsy  et  item  Jumitur  in  occipitey  ubi  eft  fpinalis 
medulla  principiumy  qua  nucha  vulgo  dicitur.  Op¬ 
tima  vero  ratione  ad  hunc  ufum^  bregma^  hoc  eft  a  ver¬ 
tice  in  frontem  capitis  pars  proponitur,  Primum  qui¬ 
dem,  quia  hie  locus  communis  eft,  aptijjimtifque  ad  omnes 
eiufmodi  capitis  affe5ius  frigidos  curandos :  five  quidem 
in  capite  ipfo  confiftant,  ut  funt  omnes  catarrhi  foboles^ 
qui  funbliones  ipfas  capitis  obladant,  qua  vel  ad  fenfum^ 
vel  ad  motum  attineant.  Sive  diftillatio  a  capite  ad 
fubjePlas  corporis  pertingat  partes,  ut  funt  apoplexia, 
inter  omnes  intentiffma  pajfio,  et  poftea  paralyfis,  et  qua 
pro  nervorum  cemmunlcantia,  et  ligamentorum  ad  omnes 
partes,  univerfum  corpus,  aut  articulos,  jiinSiurafque  aut 

^  What  this  author  has  advanced,  is  fupported  by  his  own 
fxperience,  and  by  the  authority  of  Diafeorides,  Pliny,  Archi.. 
^enis,  Hippocrates,  Galen,  A'uicen,  Aetius,  &c. 
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ceriam  aliqiiam  opprimiint  port  cm.  ^larum  omnium 
nffeUionum ,  cum  prim  a  origo  fu  in  cerebro  ipfi  fiatim 
jure  principia  adhibey  e  remedia.  et  ipjam  ducciam  opcrtst. 
It  is  a  moil  important  thing  (fays  he)  to 
determine  the  places  to  which  the  pump  is  to  be 
applied ; — the  more  common  are  from  the  crown 
of  the  head  to  the  fore  part  of  it,  and  likewife  on 
the  back  part  of  the  head,  where  the  fpinal  marrow 
begh'iS,  commonly  called  the  nape. — For  a  very 
good  reafon  fuch  parts  have  been  feled-cd,  becaufe 
they  are  the  mod:  convenient  to  cure  all  difor- 
ders  proceeding  from  the  head,  or  fitnated  in  the 
head  itfelf :  fuch  as  are  all  that  iffue  from  defluxions, 
which  injure  the  very  functions  of  the  head  that 
belong  to  fenfe,  or  motion  ;  or  others  falling  from 
the  head  to  fome  depending  part  of  the  body  ;  as 
apoplexies,  paralyhs,  and  thofe  that  through 
the  commAinfcation  of  the  nerves  and  ligaments  af- 
fedf  the  articulation  of  the  bones,  the  joints,  the 
whole  body,  or  any  particular  part  of  it ;  and  as 
the  origin  of  all  thefe  complaints  is  in  the  brain,  fo 
fheic  without  lofs  of  time  we  mull  apply  the  reme¬ 
dies,  and  the  pump  is  peculiarly  necctfary/^ — Aetius 
recommends  the  pump  in  contradfipns,  fliffnefs, 
and  obdrudlions ;  and  Boerha(ivey  with  the  help  of 
the  pump,  has  fometimes  cured  the  mod;  chronical 
and  flubborn  tumours  of  the  knee.  The  pump, 
therefore,  the  medicated  water  and  vapourous  baths, 
and  fridtion,  are  of  great  fervice  for  attenuating 
grofs  and  vifeid  humours;  fo^  enlarging  the  dia¬ 
meter  of  the  obdrudted  veflels,  for  mollifying  and 
relaxing  fliff  and  contradfed  finews  and  ligaments, 
redoring  a  regular  circulation  to  the  fluids,  and  its 
natural  motion  to  the  folids.  But  to  prepare  for 
and  adminider  to  the  human  body  the  above- 
mentioned  operations,  it  requires  not  only  a  know- 
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icdge  of  the  patient’s  conftitution,  of  his  difeafe,  of 
the  anatomy  both  of  body  and  mind,  together  witfn 
other  acquifitions  neceffary  to  quality  a  phyficiah ; 
but  alfo  a  long  experience,  and  a  confcant  and  dili¬ 
gent  obfervation  on  the  different  efiedi's  produced 
by  the  outward  application  of  different  ingre¬ 
dients.  A  great  many  medical  fubftances  of  ani¬ 
mals,  vegetables,  and  minerals,  have  contrary  ef- 
fedfs  outwardly  applied,  to  w^hat  they  have  in¬ 
wardly  given  ; — few  were  known  to  the  ancient  or 
modern  phyficians  and  philofophers  to  adt  fo  dif¬ 
ferently  ;  but  there  is  a  very  long  tribe  of  them 
in  the  materia  medica  that  produce  in  our  con- 
ftltutlon,  outwardly  applied,  effedfs  diametrically 
oppofite  to  the  received  opinion;  effedfs  only  knowm, 
fo  far  as  I  conceive,  to  my  Father  and  rnyfelf. 
This  knowledge,  acquired  only  by  experience 
and  clofe  attention  to  this  unufual  mode  of  prac¬ 
tice,  enfures  to  us  that  fuccefs  in  our  undertaking, 
which  cannot  be  expedled  by  others,  who  are  ig¬ 
norant  of  our  peculiar  method. 

In  preferibing  or  ordering  the  pump,  regard  too 
mufl  be  had  to  the  part  on  which  it  is  to  be  given  ; 
to  the  force  with  which  the  w^ater  falls  upon  it ;  to 
the  degree  of  heat,  and  to  its  medical  quality  ;  and 
a  umilar  attention  muft  be  alfo  paid,  in  the  ufe  of 
the  other  operations.  I  fhall  endeavour  to  corro¬ 
borate  this  affertion  with  fubffantial  authorities,  in 
order  to  inform  better  feveral  medical  gentlemen, 
who,  whether  through  diflike,  or  through  ignorance, 
mifapprehend  or  conceal  the  efficacy  of  this,  and  of 
the  aforefaid  operations ;  or  reprefent  them  to  their 
patients  as  the  inventions  of  quacks  and  impof- 
tors.  I  know  many  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  who  have 
been  recommended  to  thefe  medicated  baths,  &c. 
by  fome  of  their  acquaintances,  and  who  have  hap- 
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experienced  their  ufefulnefs  in  the  cure  t>f 
limilar  complaints.  There  had  been  a  great  many 
gentlemen  of  the  faculty  that  encouraged  them 
to  perfue  this  plan;  while  fome,  I  cannot  tell 
upon  what  principle,  when  they  were  confulted  on 
the  occafion,  depreciated  their  effedls,  and  were  even 
enraged  at  hearing  fuggefted  to  their  wisdom 
any  remedies  for  fecuring  health.  This  is  a  practice 
generally  ufed  by  fuch  oracles^  to  annihilate  every  dif- 
covery  that  is  not  ufeful  to  themfelves,  however 
beneficial  it  may  be  to  the  community.  They 
have  been  often  cenfured  for  fuch  fcandalous  deal¬ 
ing  in  many  publications,  but  to  no  purpofe  :  I 
remember  to  have  read  the  following  paragraph 
in  an  ingenious  book  called  The  Duty  and  Offices 
of  a  Phyfician  :  There  are  feme  of  our  fa¬ 

culty,  who  from  a  pretended  regard  to  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  the  profefiion,  but  in  reality  from  the 
meanefi  and  moft  felfijh  views ^  refufe  to  apply  any 
remedy  propofed  in  this  manner,  without  regard 
to  its  propriety ;  but  this  (fays  the  author)  is  an 
infolent  piece  of  tyranny^  Every  man  has  a  title  to 
fpeaky  where  his  life  and  his  health  is  concerned,  and 
every  man  is  entitled  to  fuggeft,  what  he  thinks  may 
fave  the  life  of  his  friend.’^  Now  to  come  to  my 
purpofe  refpedfing  the  pump.  Galen  fays,  that  en 
antiquonim  medicorum  injlitutis  in  capitis  ‘  affedlioni- 
hus  ducciit  funt  adminiftranda  nempe  qu^e  capitali'- 
bus  conftare  debeant  herbis  ac  Jioribus  aliijque  rebus 
tenuis  ad  penetratienem^  quam  oh  rem  et  nitrum  ad- 
mifeebanty  faly  vinum,  et  etiam  nonnulli  acetum^  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  infiitutions  of  the  antient  phyficians, 
in  the  difeafes  of  the  head.  Pumps  arc  to  be  ad- 
miniftered ;  however,  they  mult  be  prepared  with 
the  belt  kind  of  herbs  and  flowers,  and  of  fubtilc 
and  penetrating  ingredients  :  for  which  ufc  they, 
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mixed  nitre,  fait,  wine,  and  in  many  infiances  vine¬ 
gar/^  This,  and  many  other  given  inftanGes,  proves 
the  importance  of  impregnating  waters  and  vapours 
with  the  virtue  of  vegetables,  &c.  The  Right  Revv 
Dr.  Berkeley^  an  eminent  philofopher,  fays,  it 
may  be  faid  indeed  of  common  water  that  it  attenu¬ 
ate  ;  alfo  oi mercurial  preparations^  that  they  attenu¬ 
ates  ;  but  it  lliould  be  conhderedthat  mere  water  only 
diftendsthe  veflels,and  therefore  weakens  their  tone^ 
and  that  merctiry^  by  its  great  momentum,  may 
luftly  be  fufped:ed  of  hurting  the  fine  capillaries  ;• 
which  two  deobilruents  therefore  might  eafily  over^ 
their  parts,  and  by  lejfening  the  force  of  the  ve[fels\, 
remotely  produce  ihofe  concretions  which  they  are  intended 
to  removed 

Mtius,  lib.  3,  cap.  i68,  is  very  juftly  of  opinion 
that  pumps  and  baths  of  warm  mineral  water  arc 
very  dangerous  to  dry  and  plethoric  conflitutions* 
Uhi  habet  calidarum  fponte  manantium  aqiiarum  ujum^ 
noxium  ejfe  capitihus  natura  calidis : — Et  julphure^ 
iinquit  Galenus)  aq^u^e  et  hituminof^  verb  quoniam 
guftos  claudunt  poros  ac  comprimunt ,  tenuem  excitant 
defliixioneni  : — where  natural  warm  mineral  waters, 
are  ufed  for  hot  confhitutions,  it  is  very  pernicious  ; 
and  thofe  {Galen  fays)  impregnated  with  brimftone 
and  bitumen,  becaufe  they  warm,  are  great  enemies 
to  hot  conflitutions :  thofe  impregnated  with  allunij, 
as  they  prefs  and  clofe  up  the  little  pores,  caufc 
fliarp  defluxions. — 

Charlenton  on  the  Bath  water,  fays,  that  tire  in¬ 
conveniences  of  pumping  there  proceed  from  the 
weight  and  prefTure  of  the  water,  which  together 
with  its  heat,  excites  a  vibratory  and  impulfivc  mo¬ 
tion  in  the  obftrud:ed  velTels,  which  pufhes  forward 
their  ftagnant  contents :  if  they  are  liquid  enough 
to  pafs  the  bounds  of  their  confinement,  fucccis 
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will  attend  the  application ;  but  where  they  ar<^ 
too  vifcid,  where  they  are  endued  wdth  an  acrimo¬ 
nious  difpofition,  w^here  the  conflitution  of  the  pa¬ 
tient  is  hot  and  feveriih,  or  at  leaft  in  that  ftate  at 
the  time  of  tiling  the  pump,  an  inflammation  of  the 
part  mult  be  the  confequence  ;  which,  if  great  care 
be  not  taken,  is  followed  by  a  generation  of  mat¬ 
ter,  whofe  favourable  termination  calls  for  the  cauf- 
tic  or  incifion  knife  ;”»neverthelefs  it  mufl  be  added, 
that  patients  have  been  fent  to  the  Bath  water  by 
fome  of  our  wife  PhyficianSy  to  bathe  and  to  be 
pumped  upon  the  head  for  the  palfy^  for  other 
analogous  complaints,  and  fome  for  the  head-achy 
who  have  loft  their  lives  under  the  operation. — 

^is  cafum  mentis  adferihere  talibus  audeat  ? 

Who  can  aferibe  fucK  wonders  to  chance  ? 

Claudiancus- 

The  ufe  therefore  of  natural  warm  mineral  water 
has  been,  and  will  prove  pernicious  in  many  difor- 
ders. — The  inconvenience  of  adapting  the  difeafe 
to  the  uncertain  virtue  of  the  waters,  inftead  of  ap¬ 
propriating  (as  I  do)  the  remedy  to  the  difeafe^ 
hath  rendered  the  application  of  them  not  only 
fruitlefs,  but  dangerous*  It  wnll  be  eafily  con- 
ceiv^^d  that  the  various  poifonous  and  healing  qua¬ 
lities  of  natural  mineral  waters  depend  on  the  dif¬ 
ferent  fubterraneous  metallic,  bituminous,  or  other 
fubflances,  through  which  the  waters  pafs.  Many 
a  fpring  hath  altered  its  virtue  feveral  times  ;  the 
repeated  analyfis  of  them  has  evinced  the  fad:.  Chy- 
mills  have  attributed  the  different  qualities  found 
in  the  fame  fpring  of  water  at  different  times,  to  a 
want  of  accuracy  in  the  former  analyfations,  when 
in  reality  it  was  owing  to  a  deficiency  of  thofe  bo- 
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bodies,  (which  were  then  worn  av/af  by  the 
continual  flowing  of  the  water  through  them) 
or  to  a  mixture,  or  fubditution  of  others  of  differ¬ 
ent  nature  ;  hence  an  ingenious  author  obferves, 
‘‘  Hatid  nectjfiim  efi  ut  ah  ignibiis  fuhterraneis  calidt 
fontes  enafcunlur^  fed  arte  nos  tantitm  fitficit  iitf  quia 
paucijfi  nisy  vel  potius  nemini  datum  eji  fuhftantiatiter, 
et  realiter  intelligere  quod  inferiors  condldit  natura  art- 
gulod' — It  is  not  neceliary  for  us  to  ufe  natural 
warm  mineral  waters,  but  only  artific’al  \  becaufe  it 
is  in  the  power  of  very  few,  or  rather  of  none,  to 
underdand  truly  what  nature  has  concealed  under 
ground.^  But  as  the  fubjed:  at  prefent  in  view  is 
to  publifh  the  importance  of  my  operations,  con¬ 
cerning  which  I  have  fufriciently  -expatiated,  I  diall 
lay  nothing  more  on  the  uncertain  and  variable 
•qualities  of  mineral  w^aters ;  fubjoining  only  an  obfer- 
vation  on  my  machine  for  pumpingon  any  particular 
part  of  the  body,  which  is  fo  conveniently  conflrudted, 
'that  the  quantity  of  the  falling  water  is  at  pleafure  in- 
creafed  or  diminiflied,  with  or  without  leffening,  or 
increafing  its  force  ;  in  fhort,  it  may  be  brought 
•from  the  fmalled  drops  or  dream  to  a  full  quantity 
and  drength  of  a  hre  engine;  and  iovice  ver  fa^vjixhoMZ 
any  adtlitional  indrument  or  trouble. — The  w^aters 
nrclikewife  impregnated  with  medical  fubdanees,and 
heated  to  a  degree  fuitable  to  the  patient’s  condltu- 
.tion,  hk  diforder,  and  part  affedted,  and  great  care 
and  precaution  is  taken  in  this,  as  well  in  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  the  other  operations,  in  order  to 
avoid  every  inconveniency,  and  to  render  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  them  effedlual  in  the  cure  of  thofe  com¬ 
plaints  which  they  are  intended  to  remove. 

The  reader  mud  take  notice  that  I  never  pon- 
tively  proraife  to  cure  any  body,  but  only  under¬ 
take  fuch  Patients  In  whom  I  think  there  is  a  ra- 
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tional  probability  of  fuccefs  ;  Phyficians,  that  have 
their  honour  at  heart,  ought  fo  to  do,  becaufc  the 
Art  of  Phyfic  is  conjedtural,  and  very  often  do  not 
correfpond,  either  tp  conjecture  or  experience  ;  and 
now  and  then  it  happens  that  when  the  Phyfi- 
cian  is  certain  of  a  cure,  it  is  juft  the  time  he  is 
deluded  ^  as  Celfus  obferves,  eji  enim ;  h^c  ars  con- 
je^luralis,  neqiie  refpondet  ei  plerumque  non  foliim  conjee- 
pira^  fed  etia^n  experientia — fpes  inter dum  frujiratur^  et 
moritiir  aliquis  de  quo  Medicus  feciirus  primo  fuit; — 
thefe  are  general  misfortunes  which  every  one  of 
the  faculty  meets  with  in  the  courfc  of  their  prac^ 
tice,  but  more  fo  thofe,  who  have  only  a  general 
knowledge  of  difeafes,  without  being  well  ac^ 
quainted  with  the  particular  temperament  of 
the  patient*  There  is  too,  a  natural  deficiency  in 
fpme  Phyficians  abilities,  which  render  them  un.- 
fuccefsful  in  the  cure  of  difeafes,  —  fpr  (as  moft 
learned  men  agree)  the  theory  of  Phyfic  belongs 
part  to  the  memory  and  part  to  the  underftand? 
mg,  but  the  praClice  tp  the  imagination,  there^ 
fore  this  laft  is  the  faculty  moft  wanted  to  foriq 
a  diagnpftic  of  the  difeale,  in  order  to  perform 
a  cure;  Galen  Epid.  p,  5,  com.  i.  fays,  that 
ihe  true  narnc  of  a  Phyfician  is  to  be  the  inr 
ventor  of  the  occafion ;  but  to  learn  to  know  time, 
place  and  occafion,  are  works  of  the  imagination, 
becaufethat  carries  with  it  figure  and  corrcfpondence; 
fom*etimes  we  obferve  that  found  perfons,  who  are 
deeply  plunged  into  fomc  fpcculation,  fee  nothing 
before  them,  nor  hear,  though  they  arc  called,  nor 
tafte  meat  lavory  or  unfavory,  though  in  their 
mouth,  wherefore  it  is  certain  that  the  imagination 
fprm  the  judgm.ent  and  notice  of  particulars,  and 
ppt  the  underftanding  or  outward  fenfes ;  then  it 
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follow  that  the  Phyfician  who  is  expert  in  theory 
will  be  an  ill  pradtioner,  inafmuch  as  his  imaginar 
tion  will  be  lame,  and  lo  vice  verja.  Hence  Huartes 
obferves,  that  this  is  the  very  reafon  why  none  are 
fo  confummate  in  Phyfic  as  not  to  fail  in  their  per¬ 
formances  ;  it  is  needful  to  know  the  whole  art, 
and  to  have  a  good  imagination  to  reduce  the  fame 
ro  pradlkc  ;  but  (fays  he)  thefe  two  things  are  in¬ 
compatible^  Phyheians  cannot  cure  every  difeafe, 
otherwiie,  as  Areteiis  fays,  they  would  be 
more  than  Gods  ; — jEgroti  omnes  fanari  non  pojfunt : 
Medicus  enim  Deomm  potenttam  anteiret ;  when  we 
do  our  belt  endeavour  to  cure  our  Patients,  we 
have  fully  done  our  duty.  I  hope  the  readers 
will  excufe  this  deviation  from  the  main  point, 
as  it  tends  to  fhew  the  imprudence  of  thofe 
that  are  too  rafh-,  and  abfolute  in  their  prognofti- 
catiom  . 

What  I  have  faid  in  thefe  two  antecedent  pages 
fliould  not  difeourage  any  body  to  procure  a  re¬ 
medy  for  their  refpedlive  maladies,  wherever  they 
can  meet  with  one.  I  am  of  opinion,  that  my  ap¬ 
paratus  of  medicated  waters,  vapourous  and  dry 
baths,  pumps,  moifi:  and  dry/  fumigations,  fric¬ 
tions,  &c.  will  not  be  deemed  an  object  linworthv 
of  their  attention  for  the  purpofe,  becaufe  who¬ 
ever  ifridlily  confider  the  caufes  of  health  and  fick- 
nefs,  the  more  reafon  they  will  find  to  bc'  fatisfied 
withy  and  to  acquiefee  in  the  fyflem  here  laid 
down;  by  this  many  obflinate  and  defperate  com- 
■plabits  have  been  cured,  and  the  poffibility  of 
charging  the  fluids  (by  external  applications) 
with  fuch  particles  as  are  fit  to  prevent  difeafes, 
and  repair  difordered  conflitutions,  plainly  proved* 
Hippocrates y  CelfiiSy  Rhafisy  OrihafmSyhQ^  &c,  made  it 
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their  common  pradlice  to  cure  fevers  of  all  forts^ 
and  many  other  acute  and  chronical  complaints. 

Fatihs  jEgineta  recommends  fimilar  operations, 
tanquam  remedium  optimmn,  iiitiffimum  et  omnibus  feri 
idoneum^  as  a  very  fure,  excellent  remedy',  and 
commonly  the  belt  of  all,  and  Proffer  Alpinus  turn 
ad  valetudinem  ttiendam,  turn  ad  mcrhos  fanandos^ 
whatever  for  prefcrving  health,  or  for  curing 
difeafes. — Thefe  (fays  Sutherland')  are  authorities, 
which  will  be  held  in  reverence,  w^hen  our  very 
names  come  to  be  forgotten. 

Any  feafon  of  the  year,  w^henever  we  become 
lick,  is  proper  for  the  ufe  of  my  operations,  as 
they  are  heated  and  medicated  according  to  the 
Patient’S  coiiftitution,  difeafe,  and  date  of  the  at- 
mofphere,-  which  I  hope  they  wijl  find  them  as 
falutary,  as  they  are  rational,  if  adopted  befpre  thp 
fiamina  wV^  are  deftroyed ;  therefore  Patients  ought 
to  repair  in  time  to  reap  the  benefit  of  a  remedy 
equally  pleafant  and  efficacious. 

-  /  Principiis  ohfta,  ferb  medicina  paratur 
Cum  mala  per  longas  invaluer e  morut* 

Wifely  at  firfl  oppofe  the  growing  ill. 

Which  long  ncgledted  baffles  all  our  fkill, 

'  Though  enough  hath  been  faid  in  refpedf  tq  tjip 
effedfs  of  my  operations,  nevcrthelefs  I  think  prq- 
per  to  fubjoin  fome  cafes  and  cures,  in  order  to 
corroborate  my  pradlice  ;  I  fiiall  therefore  begin 
with  a  few  of  thofc  that  have  been  performed  du¬ 
ring  my  refidence  at  Chelfea,  where  I  w^as  as  an 
sififiant  to  my  Father ;  and  as  they  are  well  au¬ 
thenticated  by  a  worthy,  humane  and  benevolent 
Magifirate,  I  hope  they  will  be  acceptable  to  my 
readers ;  I  lhall  add  to  them  feveral  othe|-  cafes  of 
difeafes  which  I  have  fuccefsfully  cured  in  Panton- 
Square^ 

Extracted 
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Sir  JOHN  FIELDING’S 

General  preventive  and  inftni5live  Plan^,  fent  with  His 
Majefty's  benevolent  Patronage^  to  the  Mayors  and 
Chief  Officers  of  Corporations'^  and  aUing  Magifirates 
in  the  Counties  at  largCy  throughout  England^ 

SIR  John  Fielding  thinks  that  it  would  not  be 
doing  jiiftice  to  the  part  of  his  plan,  regarding 
the  infertion  of  any  improvements  or  difcoVeries  for 
the  benefit  of  mankind  ;  if  he  did  not  take  every 
Opportunity  of  communicating  to  the  public,  the 
amazing  powers  of  Dr.  Dominiceti’s  new-invehted 
mode  and  means  of  preparing  and  applying  Medi^ 
cal  Water  Baths,  vaporous  and  dry  Baths,  moifi; 
and  dry,  partial,  internal  and  external  FumigationSj; 
8tc.  on  many  of  the  moft  defperate  difeafes  that  af¬ 
flict  human  nature,  by  publifhing  fuch  Cafes  as 
fhall  be  moft  fubftantially  authenticated ;  and  he 
docs  this  with  the  more  chearfulriefs,  becaufe  he  has 
converfed  with  great  numbers  of  the  Doctor’s  pa¬ 
tients  for  thefe  nine  years  lafi;  pafi:,'  and  can  there¬ 
fore  fpeak  from  his  own  knowledge,  and  from  a 
conviction,  that  the  DoCtdr’s  procefs  {lands  clear 
from  every  imputation  of  Quackery ;  it  being  ra#' 
tional,  judicious,  and  fkilful,'— the  operations  are 
pleafing  and  inoffenfive,  and  their  .effeCts  generally 
ialutary,  and  in  many  cafes  have  fucceeded,  where 
all  the  Materia  Medica,  under  the  ableil  directions 
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Jiave  failed.  The  cafes,  which  fliall  be  publiilicd,. 
efpecially  thofe  authenticated  by  me,  will  be  an  in- 
conteflable  proof  of  this  affertion  :  The  alhidted 
may  be  referred  to  the  Doftor’s  books  of  cafes 
and  cures  regularly  kept  hiYce  March  1755,  to  thole 
■who  have  been  reftored  from  the  lowed  date  of  de> 
fpondency  to  the  mod  enlivened  date  of  health  and 
felicity  by  the  Doctor’s  applications,  and  from  them 
to  the  Phyficians,  Apothecaries,  and  Surgeons,  who 
attended  thofe  patients,  previous  to  their  ufe  of  the 
Dodfor’s  Medicinal  Baths,-  Stoves,  Fumigations, 
&c.  which  he  judly  deems  a  fairer,  and  more  deli¬ 
cate  appeal,  than  publickly  mentioning  either  the 
names  of  the  patients,  or  that  of  the  Phylicians,  Apo¬ 
thecaries,  and  Surgeons  ;  and  Sir  John  adiires  the 
publick,  from  a  principle  of  humanity,  that  fuch 
references  will  in  mod  cafes  prove  very  fatisfac- 
tory. 

(Signed)  J.  FIELDING, 

I. 

A  Young  lady,  ^  daughter  of  a  mod  eminent 
Surgeon  of  London,  got  a  cold  in  the  paf- 
lage  of  the  Opera-houfe  waiting  for  her  carriage, 
and  was  feized  with  hoarfenefs  and  a  cough.: — In 
the  courfe  of  feven  or  eight  weeks,  the  expedlora- 
tion  was  purulent,  and  in  great  quantity,  attended 
with  every  perypneumatic  fymptonl,  fuch  as  indam- 
mation  of  the  lungs,  difficulty  of  breathing, — pains- 
in  her  bread  and  lides,  fo  as  not  to  be  able  to  lie 
down  ill  bed,  her  pulfe  was  fmall  and  beat  at  the 
rate  of  one  hundred  and  f  fty  pulfations  in  a  mi¬ 
nute,  horrible  pains  fpreading  from  the  dernum  tO’ 
the  fcapula,  a  fixed  dedroying  obfiruction,  and 
what  moidurc  appeared  on  the  Ikin  wss  only  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  violence  of  coughing. — Every  me¬ 
thod 
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(hod  had  been  taken  for  her  recovery  by  feven  of 
the  moil  eminent  of  the  faculty,-  fuch  as  25  times 
bleeding,  repeated  blifiering,  emullions,  affes  milk,; 
&c.  &c:  without  effedt. — -She  was  not  able  to  Hand 
a  minute  upon  her  legs, — the  fending  her  to  Briflol 
was  advifed,  as  the  laft  refource,  but  thinking  Ihe 
would  not  live  ten  days,  it  was  then  recommended 
to  her  friends  by  a  Phyfician  and  a  Surgeon  to  try 
Dr*  Dominiceti’s  Medicated  Baths,  Stoves  and  Fu¬ 
migations^  from  a  convidlion,  that  much  good  in  li- 
milar  defperate  difeafes  had  been  wrought  on  perfons 
well  known  to  themfelves ;  this  trial  was  made  for  a 
few  days,'  at  firft  thinking  her  too  far  gone ;  but  in 
ten  days  Hie  was  able  to  lie  flat  in  bed,  her  cough 
became  much  abated, — the  expedf oration  of  mat¬ 
ter  Icffened,  there  was  no  lign  of  blood,  an  univer- 
fal  gentle  perfpifatidn  appeared,  the  refpiration  con¬ 
tinued  free  and  eafy,  arid  enfued  without  pains  which 
before  were  excruciating: — -The  obftruQiions  were 
Opened,  her  pulfe  was  reduced  under  one  hundred 
pulfations^  and  her  appetite  was  greatly  mended  5 
in  five  weeks  Ihe  was  able  to  walk  a  milej  in  a 
fhort  time  was  quite  recovered,  and  now  remains 
in  the  moll  perfect  flate  of  health: 

I  CONVERSED  with  the  above-mentioned 
Lady  in  the  different  fiages  of  her  Cure,  and  I  mull 
confefs  it  was  a  very  extraordinary  one  ;  it  deferves^ 
therefore,  the  attention  of  the  Public,  and  is  an 
iriconteftable  proof  of  the  amazing  efficacy  of  this 
p’roccis, 

(Signed)  J*  FIELDING^ 
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ALrfd}^  who  had  been  married  about  fctei^ 
years,  was  recommended  to  Dr.  Dominiccti’s 
care,  having  loft  the  ufe  of  her  limbs,  attended 
Avith  the  moft  aftiidfing  nervous  complaints,  pains 
all  over  the  body,  particularly  in  her  legs  and  feet, 
which  caufed  a  general  moft  furprizing  weaknefs, 
efpecially  in  her  joints,  grievous  diforders^  in  her 
head,  and  many  other  alarming  fymptoms  produced 
by  a  ftubborn  obftrudfion.  In  this  ftate  ihe  had 
continued  for  near  fix  years,  and  had  the  ableft  ad¬ 
vice,  that  could  be  procured  in  London,  Bath, 
Briftol,  and  all  England  befides,  without  the  leaft 
hopes  of  fuccefs  :  in  a  word,  in  the  moft  miferable 
helplefs,  and  defperate  ftate,  fhe  was  brought  to 
his  houfe  accompanied  by  an  eminent  Surgeon  and 
Apothecary  of  London,  and  two  nurfes,  whereby 
making  ufeof  his  pleafant,  fate,  and  luxuiious  new 
mode  and  means  of  applying  Arbitrarily  heated 
and  Medicated  Water  Baths,  vaporous  and  dry 
Baths,  moift  and  dry  Fumigations ;  in  three  month? 
Ihe  perfedlly  recovered  her  health  and  limbs.  In 
12  months  afterwards,  for  the  firft  time,  Ihe  had  a 
child,  and  is  now  in  perfcdl  health- 

I  CONVERSED  with  this  lady  in  the  different 
ftages  of  her  cures,  and  I  muft  confefs  it  was  a- 
luoft  extraordinary  one  ;  it  deferves  the  attention 
of  the  Public,  and  it  is  an  inconteftable  proof  of 
the  amazing  efficacy  of  this  procefs. 

(Signed)  J.  FIELDING., 

.  IIL 

A  Lady  about  forty  years  of  age,  of  the  county 
of  York,  was  afflicted  with  feveral  fchirrons 
tumours  in  her  womb  and  abdomen,  alarming  h\ 
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their  nature,  and  dreadful  in  their  effedfs,  which* 
baffled  the  fflill  and  experience  of  the  abled  Phy- 
licians  and  Surgeons  of  that  county.  She  was 
brought  to  London  for  advice,  but  was  deemed  in¬ 
curable  by  the  bed  of  the  Faculty,  who  advifed  her 
hufband,  (a  Clergyman,)  to  take  her  back  into  the 
country,  and  let  her  die  in  peace  ;  in  this  defperate 
date,  die  was  recommended  to  the  care  of  Dodtor’ 
Dominiceti,  by  a  mod  venerable  Lady  in  the  city 
of  London,  who  differed  feven  years  under  a  fimi- 
lar  complaint,  and  after  being  given  over  as  incura¬ 
ble,  had  been  effedtually  cured  by  his  new  mode 
and  means  of  applying  arbitrarily  heated  and  me¬ 
dicated  Water  Baths,  vaporous  and  dry  Baths,  par¬ 
tial  fridtions,  &c.  Stc.  by  the  application,  there¬ 
fore,  of  the  fame  procefs,  the  fird-mentioned  Lady, 
from  this  date  of  extreme  mifery  and  defpondency, 
in  two  months  was  redored  to  eafe  and  comfort, 
and  continues  well  at  this  time. 

I  CONVERSED  likewife  with  the  above-men¬ 
tioned  Lady  in  the  different  dages  of  her  cure, 
and  I  mud  confefs  it  was  a  very  extraordinary  one; 
it  deferves,  therefore,  the  attention  of  the  Public, 
and  is  an  incontedable  proof  of  the^  amazing  ef¬ 
ficacy  of  this  procefs. 

(Signed)  J.  FIELDING. 
IV. 

A  Young  lady  about  twenty  two  years  of  age, 
daughter  of  a  commiffioner  of  the  lick  and 
wounded,  and  who  was  himfelf  of  the  medical  fa¬ 
culty,  in  the  lad  dage  of  the  dropfy,  and  dreadful 
fymptoms  of  an  obdrudtion,  after  having  the  abled 
advice  London  could  afford,  and  having  been  fent 
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to  Bath,  Briflol,  and  evert  to  Ireland,  v^ithdut  the 
leall:  fuccefs ;  after  flic  was  defpaired  of,  was  put 
Under  Dr.  Dbminiceti’s  care  by  her  father,  per- 
fuaded  fo  to  do  by  three  very  eminent  Gentlemen 
of  the  Faculty,  one  of  them  the  learned  Dr.  Hun¬ 
ter  ;  by  the  application,  therefore,  of  his  invented 
arbitrarily  heated  and  medicated  vaporous  and  dry 
Baths,  moift  and  dry  Fumigations,  univerfal  fapo- 
iiaceous  fpirituous  Fridfions  ;  in  the  fpace  of  three 
months  fhe  was  happily  difcharged  in  perfedt 
health,  which  fhe  uninterruptedly  flill  enjoys. 
The  recovery  of  this  Lady  aftonifhed  the  faid  Gen¬ 
tlemen,  and  many  more  of  the  Faculty,  who  hu¬ 
manely  and  generoufly  afterwards  recommended  tO 
his  care,  many  dropfical  perfons,  and  others  af¬ 
flicted  with  various  itubborn  difeafes; 

I  HAVE  convcifed  with  the  before-mentioned 
patient,  cured  of  a  dropfy,  and  can,  from  my  own 
knowledge,  affert,  that  her  cafe  is  ftridtly  true  :  I 
have  been  frequently  in  company  with  the  young 
lady  from  the  time  of  her  cure  to  the  prefent,  and 
although  the  preferving  youth  and  beauty  from 
the  untimely  hands  of  death,  as  was  true  in  her 
cafe,  might  be  fufficient  in  itfelf  to  recommend  the 
Dodlor’s  procefs  to  encouragment  and  attention ; 
yet  as  I  confiJer  it  as  of  the  greateit  benefit  that 
has  been  for  many  years  introduced  in  this  king¬ 
dom,  and  am.  perfuaded,  that  there  are  at  this 
time,  numbers  of  perfons  given  up  by  the  Facul¬ 
ty,  „  to  wade  a  mlferable  life  in  defpondency  who 
might  be  relieved,  if  not  recovered,  by  thofe  new 
invented  mode  and  means  of  applying  medicated 
Water,  vaporous  and  dry  Baths,  mOift  and  dry 
partial,  internal  and  external  Fumigations — I  fin- 
cercly  wiih  that ‘every  man  of  fenfe  and  humanity,^ 

would 
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ivould  examine  Into  their  nature,  efficacy,  and  ex¬ 
pence,  even  with  feverky,  as  I  am  fure  they  would 
lland  the  ftridtell  enquiry;  but  to  prevent  preju-' 
dice  and  mifreprefentation,  let  this  enquiry  be  on 
the  fpot  ;  fearch  the  Dodior’s  journal,  books,  of 
£afes  and  cures  carefully  kept  hnce  March  17557 
where  you  will  find  the  names  and  places  ot  abode 
of  the  patients,  and  alfo  of  the  Phyficians,  who  ci¬ 
ther  recommended  thefe  patients  to  his  care,  or  at¬ 
tended  them  previous  to  the  ufe  of  the  Baths,  &Co 
and  by  an  application  to  thefe  patients,  truth  mull: 
be  eftablilhed.  The  difeafes  in  which  I  have  ob- 
ferved  thefe  new  mede  and  means  of  bathing  and 
fumigating  to  be  remarkably  beneficial,  are  colds, 
rheumatifms,  fcorbutic  habits,  leprofies,  deformi¬ 
ties  of  the  fkin,  internal  and  external  tumors, 
fliff  and  relaxed  joints,  dropfical,  confumptive,  and 
chronical  cafes,  fevers,  and  all  difeafes,  which 
proceed  from  obfirudtions,  &c. 

(Signed)  J,  FIELDING, 

V. 

A  Lady  of  great  fortune  was  afflifted  from  the 
the  year  1767,  with  fuch  a  total  obflrudtion 
as  prevented  the  leall  perfpiration  or  moifturc  on 
her  ildn,  attended  wdth  conflant  excruciating  pain^ 
in  her  fidmach,  being  almofi:  every  night  from  con- 
vulfions,  and  fpafms,  obliged  to  get  out  of  bed  and 
roll  on  the  floor,  for  three  dr  four  hours  together, 
her  whole  nervous  fyfiem  being  extremely  affedied 
and  weakened  ;  fhe  was  in  this  condition  for  fix 
years,  and  could  not  retain  any  kind  of  food  in 
her  ftomach  for  half  an  hour,  and  frequently  had 
horrible  vomitings,  attended  with  the  moft  vehe¬ 
ment  hyftyrics  and  convulfions,  which  confined  her 
to  her  bed  for  fix  weeks  together,  and  the  very  lit¬ 
tle 
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tie  reft  flic  could  obtain,  was  from  taking  almoff 
tvery  night  two  tea  fpobn-fulls  of  the  tindture  of 
bpiiim,  with  three  or  four  pills  of  the  extradt  of 
the  fame,  which  rendered  her  at  intervals  ftupid. 
As  her  rank  and  fituation  in  life  enabled  her  to  have 
the  beft  advice,  fhe  confulted  the  ablell  Phyficians 
of  London;  Bath,-  Briftbl,  and  bthef  parts  of  Eng¬ 
land,  but  without  effedt;  at  length,  defpairing  of 
relief,  and  often  reading  in  the  publick  News  Pa¬ 
pers,  the  rurpri2;ing  cures  performed  by  Dr.  Do- 
niiniceti’s  bathing  and  fumigating  inventions,  Ihe 
put  herfelf  under  his  cafe,  aiid  by  adluinlflering  to 
her  night  and  morning  his  pfbpkrly  heated  and  me¬ 
dicated  invented  Water  Baths,  vaporous  Baths, 
mbift  and  dry  Fumigations  and  Fridfions,  iii  eleven 
Weeks  more  her  bbflrudfibns  were  Opened,  her  per- 
fpifatibn  was  recovered  j  her  fpafms  and  cbnvulfions 
were  removed,  her  deep,  fpif its,-  arid  tigbuf  were 
reflored,  her  digeflion,  and  nervous  fydefri  werb 
ftrengthened,  and  die  wa^  made  happy  in  herfelf; 
and  a  comfort  to  her  family  from  the  mod  diflrefled 
objedt  in  the  world. 

I  CONVERSED  with  tne  ,  above  nieiitioneci 
Lady  whild  under  the  Dodfor^s  cafe;  heard  the 
above  relation  from  her  okvn  mouth,  was  in  her 
company  a  few  days'  before  die  left  Chclfea,  and 
was  a  witnefs  of  the  felieity  arid  gratitude  die  ex- 
preded  on  her  recovery.^  ,  ^ 

(Signed)  J.  FIELDING; 

VI. 

A  Lady  from  a  riiifcarriage  which  happened 
four  years  and  a  half  ago,  in  Ireland,  was^ 
condantly  afiUdfed  with  the  mod  excruciating  in- 
ivard  pains,'  in  her  lower  belly^  thighs,'  and  back^ 
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attended  with  other  terrible  and  dangerous  com? 
plaints,  all  which  deftroying  fymptoms  were  judge4 
by  the  ableil  in  the  Faculty  in  Ireland  and  Lon: 
don,  to  proceed  from  a  fchirrous  tumour  in  her 
womb  of  a  great  hze,  and  impenetrable  hardnefs, 
which  they  at  lafl:  deemed  incurable.  In  this  dif- 
treffed  htuation,  by  confent  of  feverai  eminent  gen¬ 
tlemen  of  the  Faculty,  of  London,  wLo  knew  three 
ladies  wLo  had  been  effectually  cured  of  fchirrous 
tumours,  and  others  who  had  been  cured  of  ulcers, 
and  cancers  in  the  w^omb,  by  the  fimplicity  and  ef¬ 
ficacy  of  the  Dodfor’s  inventions ;  fhe  w^as  put  under 
his  care  by  a  molt  refpedtable  phyfician  or  London, 
and  through  the  providence  of  God,  by  ufing 
twice  a  day  his  properly  heated  and  medicated 
water  Baths,  yapour  Baths,  the  moift  and  dry  Fu¬ 
migations,  and  Frictions,  fhe  was  in  three  months 
perfedtly  cured  from  the  fchirrous  tumour,  and  all 
the  dreadful  fymptoms  fhe  laboured  under  for  the 
faid  four  years  and  an  half,  and  difcharged  from 
his  houfe  in  a  perfedt  ftate  of  health,  which  afto- 
nifhed  all  her  friends,  and  the  gentlemen  of  -the 
Faculty  who  had  deemed  her  incurable,  and  totally 
happy  fhe  returned  to  Ireland  with  her  hufband ; 
from  whence  flie  hath  fent  him  feverai  joyful  and 
thankful  letters,  and  manv  to  her  friends  in  Lon- 
don,  reprefenting  her  continuance  in  a  good  date  of 

health,  ' 

*■  .  1 

I  CONVERSED  likewife  with  the  faid  Iriih 
L.ady,  whilfl  under  the  Dodtor’s  care,  heard  the 
above  relation  from  her  own  mouth,  was  in  her 
company  a  few  days  before  fhe  left  Chelfea,  and 
was  alfo  a  witnefs  to  her  felicity  and  gratitude  fhe 
expreffed  on  her  recovery. 

(Signed)  J.  FIELDING. 

A 
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VII. 

A  Lady  of  fafliion,  aged  55,  had  been  for  fe- 
vcral  years  afflidled  with  oppreffion,  pain, 
and  fwelling  in  her  fiomach,  lownels  of  fpirits,  a 
conflant  burning  fever,  and  total  lofs  of  pcrfpira- 
tion,  appetite,  and  red :  fhe  was  likewife  afflidled 
with  fuch  an  hemorrhage,  by  which  fhe  was  brought 
extremely  low,  fo  that  her  life  was  defpaired  of, 
although  file  was  attended  by  fome  of  the  ablefl 
phyficians  of  London,  who  pronounced  her  death 
inevitable  in  a  few  days,  and  her  family  likewife, 
gave  up  , every  hope  of  her  recovery.  She  was  remov¬ 
ed,  at  the  extreme  hazard  of  her  life,  from  a  few 
mile3  out  of  town,  to  the  Dodtor’s  houfe,  where,  im¬ 
mediately  his  properly  heated  and  medicated  water 
Bath,  vapour  Baths,  fumigations.  See,  were  ap¬ 
plied  ;  and  by  continuing  the  fame  procefs  night 
and  morning,  in  lefs  than  three  days  the  hemorr¬ 
hage  ceafed,  and  in  two  weeks  a  gentle  univerfal 
jperfpiration  enfued,  and  in  a  month,  her  appetite, 
fpirits,  and  flrength,  were  amazingly  reflored,  and 
jhe  returned  home  recovered,  to  the  aflonifhment 
and  delight  of  her  family  and  friends. 

I  RECEIVED  a  minute  account,  likewife,  of 
the  above  cure  from  the  lady  herfelf,  with  whom  I 
eonverfed  at  the  Doctor’s  houfe,  nor  fliould  I  do 
juflice  to  his  procefs,  if  I  .  did  not  declare,  that 
on  enquiry,  this  alfo  will  be  found  very  extra¬ 
ordinary.  . 

(Signed)  J.  FIELDING. 
VIII. 

■  'Merchant  of  London,  who  had  been  afflieffed 
for  near  two  years  with  the  mofl  excruciating 
.rheuiria|tic  pains  all  over  his  body,  and  in  fpight 
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,of  the  befl  attendance,  remedies,  and  alfo  the 
power  of  opium  taken  to  an  amazing  quantity, could 
not  enjoy  a  moment’s  reft,  neither  day  nor  night, 
and  often  to  cafe  his  pains,  was  obliged  to  drink  a 
pint  of  brandy,  rum,  or  gin,  at  a  time,  but 
as  the  opium  did  only  ftupify  him  for  a  few  mi¬ 
nutes,  afterwards  his  pains  returned  with  double 
fury,  and  he  was  in  this  extremity,  and  almoft  dead, 
brought  to  the  Dod:or’s  houfe,  where,  by  the  ufe 
of  his  invented  Arbitrarily  heated,  and  Medicated 
Water  Baths,  vaporous  and  dry  Baths,  moift  and 
dry  Fumigations,  and  univerfal  faponaceous  Fric¬ 
tions,  he  was  in  the  fpace  of  a  fortnight  entirely 
recovered, 

THE  above  cafe  was  read  over  in  my  prefence 
to  the  Patient  himfelf,  who  declared,  that  he  had 
been  much  worfe  than  the  Doctor  had  reprefented. 

- — He  imputed  this  dreadful  rheumatic  complaint 
to  his  being  delayed  in  his  paflage  by  water  to 
Margate,  in  frofty  weather,  and  afterwards  lying 
in  damp  Iheets.  • 

(Signed)  J.  FIELDING, 

IX.  , 

A  Young  Gentleman  about  nineteen  years  of 
age,  was  put  under,  the  care  of  Dr.  Domini- 
ceti  for  a  total  deprivation  in  the  tenfions  of  .one  of 
•  his  feet ;  it  appeared  ihtirelv  diilocated  at  the  ancle, 
where  the  mufcles,  fmew^,.  and  ligam.ent?,  were 
fo  amazingly  relaxed,  that  Jie  could  by  no  means 
put  his  fpofto  the  ground. -i-^His  ftation  in  life  .en¬ 
abled  him  to' procure. 'the  beE  advice.  The  power 
of  Medicine,  aftringent  Fomentations,  Plaifters, 
Undfions,  .and  the'ufe’.pf  iron  and  wood  Machines, 
.contrived  by  a  Phyfician  and  Surgeon  pf  their  Ma- 

jefties. 
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jefties,  had  been  long  applied  without  Succefs  : 
The  Patient  and  his  Friends  w^re  mthout  hope, 
they  hearkened  to  the  voice  of  many  impartial  and 
unprejudiced  perfons,  who  advifed  them  to  put 
this  patient  under  pr.  Dominiceti’s  care,  being 
certain,  that  many  fimilar  diforders  of  a  total  re¬ 
laxation  of  the  whole  nervous  Syflem,  had  been 
cured  by  his  invented  new  mode,  and  means  of 
preparing,  and  applying  Arbitrarily  heated  and 
Medicated  Water  Baths,  vaporous  and  dry  Baths, 
moifl  and  dry  partial  Fumigations,  fpirituous,  fa:* 
ponaceous,  and  dry  Fridlions  ;  and  in  confequence 
thereof,  in  three  months  he  was  perfedfly  cured| 
and  continues  in  good  health^^ 

I  HAVE  frequently  converfed  with  this  Patient 
when  he  firfl:  applied  to  the  Doddor  in  his  wretched 
Fate,  during  the  progreis  of  his  Cure,  and  hnee 
his  recovery;  He  has  declared  to  me,  that  Le  is 
well.  And  I  cannot  confider  him,  but  as  a 
member  rellored  to  fcciety,  who  without  Dr. 
Dominiceti’s  affiftance,  mull  have  fpent  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  his  life  in  a  miferable  defpondency? 

(Signed)  J.  FIELDII^^G, 

X. 

A  Gentleman  of  fortune  about  72  years  of  age^ 
w^as  recommended  to  Dr,  Dominiceti’s  care 
by  his  Phyficians  and  Surgeons,  who  had  -tried  the 
power  of  mediciifle,  and  all  forts  of  external’  appli- 
*  cations  without  any  fuccefs.  His  complaint  was  a 
fwelling  in  his  leg  and  thigh,  which  had  rendered 
both  of  an  enormous  fize,  riling  frorq  the  foot  to 
the  abdomen,  hard  and  cold.  The  patient  was  en¬ 
tirely.  miferable,  dcfpaired  of  relief,  and  his  life  in 

imminent 
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imminent  danger,  when  he  was  brought  into  hiS 
houfe  ;  but  under  the  providence  of  God,  by  the 
life  of  his  invented  mode  and  means  of  preparing 
and  applying  Arbitrarily  heated  and  medicated 
Water  Baths,  Pumps,  vaporous  and  dry  Baths, 
moiif  and  dry  partial  Fumigations,  faponaceous 
and  dry  Fridiions,  in  eleven  weeks  he  was  perfectly 
recovered,  and  could  walk  as  \vell  as  ever  he  did  in 
his  life. 

I  HAVE  frequently  converfed  like  wife  with  the 
above  Patient  when  he  firft  applied  to  the  Dod:or 
in  his  wretched  {late,  during  the  prdgrefs  of 
his  cure,  and  fince  his  recovery  and  confider- 
cd  him  as  a  member  reflored  to  fociety,'  who 
alfo  without  Dodlor  Dominiceti^s  afliflance,  muft 
have  fpent  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  a  miferable 
defpondenevi 

(Signed)  J.  FIELDING. 

XL 

A  Captain  of  the  army  in  the  Eail  Indies,  about 
30  years  of  age,  was'fuddenly  taken  with  a 
fwelling  of  his  legs  and  belly,  by  having  lain  in 
damp  fheets,  which  gradually  increafed  upwards^ 
^ven  to  all  the  parts  of  his  face.  In  fpite  of  the 
beft  advice^  and  medicines  he  had  taken,  it  termi¬ 
nated  in  an  alarming  defperate  Dropfy,  and  then 
the  Gentlemen  of  the  Faculty  who  attended  him, 
determined  to  tap  him,  to  prolong  his  life.  But  a 
judicious  relation  of  his,  and  an  humane  furgeon, 
being  perfectly  well  acquainted  with  two  Gen¬ 
tlemen  and  a  Lady  cured  of  Dropfies  by 
Dodtor  Dominiceti^s  efficacious,  innocent,  invented 
mode  and  means  of  curing  fimilar  complaints, 
advifed  him  to  put  himfelf  immediately  under  hia 

E  care,' 

> 


care,  and  in  five  weeks  time  he  was  reftored  to  his 
perfect  healthr 

I  HAVE  canverfed  with  the  beforc-mentioned 
patient,  cured  of  a  dropfy,  and  can  from  my 
own  knowledge  alfert  that  his  cafe  is  ftridtly  true. 


(Signed)  J.  FIELDING. 
XII. 


Clergyman,  aged  56,  about  four  years  ago 


was  inoculated,  but  nothing  appeared  from 


the  inoculation.  At  that  time  he  was  in  perfedt 
health,  but  in  about  three  months  his  health  vifibly 
declined,  and  gradually  lofing  his  perfpiration,  his 
appetite,  lleep,  and  fpirits,  he  became  conftantly 
afflidled  with  a  violent  pain  in  his  fiomach ;  he  had 
the  bell  advice  and  afliftance  he  could  procure,  but 
about  two  years  ago,  his  dillemper  ended  in  a  con¬ 
firmed  dropfy,  being  fwelled  from  head  to  foot. 
In  November  lafl,  being  given  over  as  incurable, 
in  this  defperate  condition  he  was  brought  to  the 
Dodtor's  houfe,  with  a  letter  of  recommendation, 
from  a  moft  refpedlable,  brave,  and  humane  Ge¬ 
neral  Officer  of  his  Majefty’s  forces,  and  in  two 
months  he  returned  perfe(ftly  cured  to  the  aflo- 
nifhment  of  his  parifhioners,  the  great  fatisfadfion 
of  the  General,  and  to  the  great  comfort  of  his 
family. 

I  RECEIVED  a  minute  account  of  the  above 
cafe  and  cure  from  the  clergyman  himfelf,  who  I 
converfed  with  at  the  Dodlor^s  houfe,  nor  fhould  I 
•  do  juftice  to  his  procefs,  if  I  did  not  declare,  that 
on  enquiry  it  will  be  found  very  extraordinary. 


(Signed)  J.  FIELDING. 
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XIIL 


S  near  as  I  can  recoiled,  about  nine  years  agd 


I  received  a  violent  furfeit  from  eating 'fome- 


thing  which  difagreed  with  my  ftomach,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  night  my  body  and  thighs  were  covered 
with  large  white  lumps,  as  if  ftung  with  nettles^ 
that  Itched  and  fmarted  by  turns  in  a  moil  Ihock- 
ing  manner;  in  the  morning  it  all  difappeared,  at 
which  time  I  felt  my  ftomach  very  much  diforder- 
ed,  it  continued  more  or  lefs  fo  tor  nine  or  ten 
months.  I  then  began  to  be  better  by  flow  de¬ 
grees  ;  but  in  about  a  year  and  a  half  after  I  ob- 
ferved  a  large  red  mark  on  the  infide  of  one  of  my 
thighs,  that  kept  growing  darker  'till  it  became 
brown ;  and  four  or  five  months  after  that  fome 
fpots  of  the  fame  colour  appeared  on  my  breaft^ 
and  continued  increafing  'till  my  body  was  marked 
with  irregular  fpots,  which  covered  near  half  of 
it.  I  then  began  to  find  a  nervous  complaint,  great 
weaknefs,  and  lownefs  of  fpirits.  I  accordingly 

took  the  advice  of  Dr,  P - ,  and  from  his  pre- 

fcription  I  received  fome  relief,  at  the  fame  time 
he  required  me  to  make  ufe  of  a  milk  diet  as  much 
as  poftible,  and  drink  Pyrmont  water,  I  continued 
this  for  fome  time,  but  not  finding  much  benefit, 
I  left  off  taking  medicines.  I  ftill  found  the  marks 
on  my  fkin  to  increafe,  with  frequent  and  violent 
itching ;  I  then  took  a  quack  medicine  for  fome 
months  without  effed,  the  fpots  ftill  increafing^ 
and  defending  from  *  my  fhoulders  nine  or  ten 
inches  down  my  arms.  I  applied  to  a  very  emi¬ 
nent  phyfician  Dr.  T - ,  whole  preferiptions  I 

followed  for  fome  months  without  receiving  the 
lead  relief,  but  began  to  be  much  difordered  in 
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my  head  and  ftomach  ;  the  fcorbutic  and  nervous 
complaints  Hill  increafing. 

I  was  quite  weak  and  miferable,  when  feeing 
feveral  cafes  hmilar  to  my  own,  cured  by  Dr^ 
Dominiceti,  inferted  in  the  Town  and  Country 
Magazine,  I  immediately  determined  to  put  my- 
lelf  under  his  care.  G.  N. 

I 

This  23d  day  of  Sept.  1779,  I  do  certify,  that 
ever  lince  the  lifth  of  June  iaft  I  have  been  every 
day,  morning  and  evening  (Sunday  excepted) 
into  the  arbitrarily  heated  and  medicated  water  and 
vaporous  baths,  moid  and  dry  fumigations,  &c. 
of  Dr.  Dominiceti,  and  having  daily  gained  an 
evident  benefit  in  the  above  related  complaints, 
and  I  was  yefterday  difcharged  in  perfed:  health. 

G.  N* 


XIV. 

A  Merchant  of  London,  about  thirty-four  years- 
of  age,  of  a  plethoric  habit  of  body,  wha 
had  been  aftlid:ed  for  a  very  conliderable  time  with 
the  mod  violent  and  torturing  rheumatic  pains 
fixed  on  the  joints  of  his  fingers,  hands,  arms, 
thighs,  legs,  and  feet,  which  at  times  were  d> 
great  as  to  raife  a  fever,  and  confine  him  to  his 
bed. 

\ 

The  bed  attendance  and  means  the  common 
practice  could  afford  were  ufed  in  vain,  his  diforder 
gained  ground  greatly  every  day,  his  body  grew 
curbed,  the  mufcles  madoides  became  fo  con- 
traided  as  to  keep  his  head  very  much  bent  down¬ 
ward,  his  joints  began  to  fwell,  the  pains  and  fever 
to  incrcafe ;  in  fuch  a  date  he  was  recommended 

to  my  care  by  Lady  F - ,  who  has  known  feveral 

perfons  cured  of  fimilar  complaints. 


The 
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The  caufes  of  bis  unhappy  fitiiatlon  were  two  ; 
the  firfl  proceeded  from  a  cold  he  took  after  exercife, 
which  immediately  brought  on  an  obftrudtion  of 
perfpiralion  ;  the  fecond  was  the  ufe  of  a  cold 
bath,  a  remedy  worfe  than  the  difeafe. 

The  gentleman  who  prefcribed  him  fo  rafli  an 
operation,  v/as  not  much  verfcd  in  phyfic,  nor  did 
he  know  the  prudent  advice  Hippocrates  has  left  us, 

to  he  more  careful  in  the  ufe  of  cold  things  than  in 
hot^  hecaufe  it  is  lefs  agreeable  to  our  nature  but  in 
fuch  a  cafe  as  this,  any  man  who  has  any  degree  of 
knowledge  of  the  effecfs  of  cold  application,  might 
prognoflicate,  that  the  plunging  into  a  cold  bath 
a  plethoric  perfon  full  of  pains  and  obilrudfion, 
would  be  produdlive  of  fatal  confequences,  even 
in  a  lefs  indifpofed  conditution  than  that  of  this 
gentleman. 

He  went  twice  a  day  through  a  regular  courfe 
of  my  operations,  taking  now  and  then  fome  mild 
cathartics :  I  firfl:  begun  the  cure  with  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  emolient  water,  and  vaporous  baths,  five 
degrees  under  the  animal  heat,  and  gentle  fridtion, 
kill  the  bulky  particles  of  the  obftrudied  humours 
were  reduced,  and  the  diameter  of  the  capillary 
vefTels  inlarged ;  then  I  proceeded  with  the  aro¬ 
matic  and  aftringents,  with  the  pump,  the  fapo- 
naceous  and  fpirituous  fridtions ;  and  in  two  months 
time  my  patient  became  an  healthy  man,  able  to 
enjoy  all  the  pleafures  of  life,  and  I  flatter  myfelf 
he  will  be  ready,  when  occahon  requires,  to  teflify 
to  the  afilidfed  and  the  curious,  the  benefit  he  has 
received. 

F  ant  oil’ Square*  R.  DOMINICETI. 
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XV. 

A  Major-General  officer  of  his  Majedy's  forces 
lately  come  from  America,  about  fixty  years 
of  age,  of  a  fcorbutic  conftitution,  was  feized  with 
wandering  pains,  attended  with  an  unufual  indolence 
about  his  loins  and  thighs,  a  fwelling  in  his  legs, 
and  a  conftridion  upon  the  joints,  which  rendered 
their  motion  painful  and  difficult;  in  fhort  he  was 
not  able  to  walk  without  pains,  and  intirely  un- 
capable  to  put  any  one  of  his  legs  crofs  over  his 
thighs.  The  caufe  of  his  ill  flate  of  health  was  a 
cold  he  took  at  Mud-Ifland.— He  came  to  Panton. 
Square  under  my  care,  and  went  through  the 
medicated  water,  vaporous  dry  baths,  and  fric¬ 
tions  ;  in  three  weeks  time  the  fwelling  difappeared, 
and  he  was  able  to  walk  very  well  without  feeling 
any  pain,  and  to  put  either  of  his  legs  crofs  over 
his  thighs,  with  the  greateft  eafe:  I  oidered  him 
to  take  ^nothing  inwardly,  but  to  eat  a  few 
roafled  apples  for  his  fupper,  or  at  bed-time, 
which  were  fufficient  to  keep  his  body  open,  when 
neceffity  required. — This  cure  demands  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  thofe  who  are  affliaed  with  fimilar  com- 
plaints,  for  I  am  of  opinion,  that  if  his  diforder 
had  been  negleded  any  longer,  it  would  have  de¬ 
generated  into  a  drqpfy  or 

Fan^on-Square,  DOMINICETI, 

XVI. 

- - Licuity  femperque  licehity 

Par  cere  perfonisy  dicer  e  de  vitiis. 

**  It  lawful  was  of  old,  and  ftill  will  be, 

<<  Tofpeak  of  vice, but  let  the  name  go  free.’ 

A  Young  gentleman  of  family  and  fortune,  of 

a  fcorbutic  conftitution,  who  had  been  for 

the  fpace  of  two  years  and  a  half  under  the  care 
*  of 
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of  two  eminent  phyficians,  and  a  furgeon  of  Lon¬ 
don,  for  the  venereal  complaint,  attended  with  pain¬ 
ful  ferpigineous,  fcorbutic,  and  venereal  ulcers, 
on  feveral  parts  of  his  body,  without  receiving  any 
benefit  from  their  prefcription,  and  attendance. 

He  then  confulted  two  other  gentlemen  of  the  ta- 
cultv,  who  advifed  him  to  live  on  a  milk  diet,  and 
to  take  half  a  pint  of  the  infufion  ot  faffafras,  with 
twenty  drops  of  Huxam’s  elTence  of  antimony, 
every  night  at  bed-time,  and  to  drefs  tne  ulcers 
with' Turner’s  cerate,  which  he  did  for  two  months 
to  no  purpofe.  The  power  of  bark  was  alfo.unfuc- 
cefsfully  tried  for  a  confiderable  tirne-  ^ 

Finding  that  neither  repeated  falivation,  nor  the 
loath  fome  load  of  medicines  he  took  could  check 
the  rapid  progrefs  of  his  complaints,  he  began  to 
loofe  all  hope  of  recovery — Reading  in  the  Weft- 
minfter  magazine  a  rational  account  of  the  efficacy 
of  my  operations  tor  the  cure  of  fimilar  and  many 
other  different  difeafes,  refolved  to  put  himfeit 
under  my  care.  From  a  ftate  of  defpondency  in 
which  he  had  been  in  for  near  three  years,  unable 
(even  with  the  help  of  opium)  to  have  any  figni  - 
cant  reft  at  night,  being  always  full  of  pains  and 
troubled  with  dreadful  dreams,  uncapable  to  eat  any 
folid  food,  and  to  keep  any  thing  on  his  ftomach, 
by  going  twice  a  day  for  ten  weeks  in  my  medicated 
water,  and  vaporous  bath,  dry  and  moift  fumi¬ 
gation,  he  was  perfectly  cured,  and  lately  has  took 
the  field  in  defence  of  his  King  and  Country. 

Though  I  never  do  difclofe  to  any  body  whatever, 
the  name  of  thofe  patients  that  1  have  cured  of  fuch 
and  fimilar  complaints,  nor  deferibe  their  perfons 
or  difeafes,  fo  as  to  identify  them ;  nevertheleis  the 
Gentleman  on  which  I  have  performed  this  cure, 
h^s  recommended  my  operations  to  feveral  per- 

E  4  ^^ns. 
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fons,  who  have  fiiccefsfnlly  experienced  their  fa- 
iutary  effects,  without  tiling  any  Mercury,  or  any 
other  phyhe,  except  two  or  three  mild  cathartics 
pt  the  vegetable  kind. 

The  critics  may  perhaps  be  dubious  about  the 
certainty  of  this  and  other  cures  of  the  venereal 
difeafe,  becaufe  the  patients  names  are  not  to  be 
known,  but  if  they  ferioudy  rededt  on  the  impror 
priety  of  doing  otherwife,  they  muft  certainly  ap¬ 
prove  of  my  condudf. 

To  prevent  their  taking  any  advantage  of  what  I 
have  faid,  I  hereby  declare,  that  I  have  cured 
numbers  of  middling  people  (more  on  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  humanity  than  of  intercfl)  ;  to  thefe  living 
witneffes,  I  have  liberty  to  refer  thofe  who  apply 
to  me  for  the  cure  of  fimilar  complaints,  and  who 
upon  enquiry  may  have  the  flrongefl  proofs  of  the 
efficacy  of  my  falutary  operations. 

Fanton-^quare*  R.  DOMINICETL 

f 

XVII. 

A  Young  gentleman,  about  thirty  years  of  age,  of 
a  fcorbutic  habit  of  body,  who  had  been  af- 
i}idtc4  with  the  venereal  difeafe  for  five  years 
paft,  which  begun  by  a  Gonorrheea,  and  through 
mifmanagement,  ended  into  a  confirmed  Pox, 

He  firft  applied  to  an  Apothecary,  who  under¬ 
took  to  cure  him  for  a  filpulated  fum  of  money, 
w^hich  he  apparently  did,  but  in  a  few  days  after-i 
wards  the  fymptoms  appeared  more  violent  than 
before  \  another  of  the  fame  profeffion  was  em¬ 
ployed  for  feveral  months  with  the  like  fuccefs, 
hnd  ill  this  way  he  went  on  frpm  one  tq  another  for 
ahpve  two  yeafs,: 


At 
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At  lall,  perceiving  his  complaint  growing  more 
troublefome  and  dangerous,  put  himfelf  under  the 
direction  of  a  furgeon  who  has  falivated  him  twice 
in  the  courfe  ot  two  years,  for  fix  or  feven  weeks 
each  time,  but  the  patient  being  of  a  fcorbutic 
conftitution,  he  rather  irritated  than  alleviated  his 
complaint.  The  next  year  he  was  again  falivated 
by  another  furgeon,  by  wbofe  direddions  he  alfo 
took  a  great  quantity  of  medicines,  both  of  the 
vegetable  and  mineral  kinds,  —  but  neverthelefs 
his  difordcr  increafed  every  day.  Unable  to  withr 
fland  any  longer  the  force  of  this  fevere  operation, 
which  together  with  the  long  courfe  of  abilinence 
during  its  progrefs,  and  the  great  quantity  of  phy- 
lic  he  took,  had  debilitated  him  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  he  would  perhaps  have  funk  under  another 
falivation. — Reading  in  the  Wcftmjnfter  Magazine 
'Sn  account  of  my  method  of  treating  fuch  and 
other  different  complaints,  he  refolved  to  put  him¬ 
felf  under  my  care.  Accordingly  he  went  twice  a 
day  through  fuch  medicated  water,  vaporous  dry- 
baths,  and  fumigations,  which  were  prepared  for 
his  complaint  and  conftitution,  and  in  the  courfe  of 
fix  weeks  the  ulcers  he  had  in  feveral  parts  of  his 
body  were  healed  up,  and  in  three  weeks  more 
every  other  fymptom  difappeared,  and  he  was  per¬ 
fectly  cured  without  any  internal  or  external  appli¬ 
cation  of  mercury,  nor  did  he  take  any  phyfic  what¬ 
ever,  except  twice  fix  grains  of  the  powder  of 
jalap,  with  an  equal  quantity  of  nitre. 

Panton-Square*  R.  DOMINICETI. 

XVIII. 

A  Very  reputable  merchant  of  London,  of  a 
fcorbutic  conflitution,  was  attacked  with  a 
nervous  complaint^  which  had  not  been  judicioufly 

treated 
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Treated,  and  fo  became  worfe  every  day ;  unfit 
to  tranlatt  his  biifinefs  himfelf,  he  was  obliged  to 
truil:  the  management  of  his  affairs  to  others,  who 
taking  the  advantage  of  his  indifpofition,  without 
any  confiderat'on  to  jiiilice  or  humanity,  impofed 
upon  him  in  the  moil  furprifing  manner.  Though  he 
was  very  fenfible  of  the  injuries  he  received,  yet 
he  was  incapable  of  refenting  it  ;  or  to  defend  him¬ 
felf  or  his  property.  Thefe  circumftances  did  very 
much  aggravate  his  complaint,  that  by  degrees  he 
grew  melancholic,  his  pulfe  very  flow,  his  body  in- 
teiifely  cold,  himfelf  fond  of  folitude,  and  averfe  to 
motion,  fo  as  to  lay  for  flx  or  eight  hours  together  on 
a  chair,  without  even  changing  the  pofture  of  his 
body,  always  thinking  upon  one  andthefame  fubjed:; 
neverthelefs,  the  fituation  in  which  he  was  in,  he 
never  negleded  to  try  one  thing  or  another,  and  to 
confult  with  feveral  of  the  faculty,  in  order  to  free 
himfelf  of  fuch  a  bad  companion,  he  took  many 
medicines  of  different  kinds  to  no  purpofe  ;  he  fol¬ 
lowed  the  prefeription  of  the  regulars  and  the 
quacks,  he  did  alfo  ufc  the  warm  natural  mineral 
bath,  the  common  warm  bath,  cold  bath,  fea 
bathing,  &c.  to  no  advantage. — Being  informed  of 
the  efficacy  of  my  new  apparatus  of  artificial  medi¬ 
cated  baths,  fumigations,  ereded  in  Panton 
Square,  in  the  above  deferibed  fituation  he  put  him¬ 
felf  under  my  care,  and  by  going  night  and  morn¬ 
ing  through  my  operations,  in  four  months  time 
he  was  perfcdly  recovered,  and  now  he  is  in  very 
good  fpirits,  as  nimble  and  adive  as  any  young 
healthy  perfon  can  be.  This  gentleman  is  ready 
at  a«y  time  to  teftify  to  the  curious  and  afflided, 
the  cure  I  have  performed  upon  him* 

PanJen-Square,  R.  DOMINICETJ. 
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The  bea  method  of  cure  I  have  found  to  fuc- 
ceed  in  cheie  kmd  of  complaints  is  firft  to  contrive 
to  keep  the  patient’s  body  open  once  a  day,  but 
more  or  lefs  in  proportion  ot  wnat  he  eats  and 
drinks,  (  this  ihould  be  done  with  lenitive  elec¬ 
tuaries  and  glyfters,  avoiding  ftimulatrag  purga¬ 
tives,  becaulc  the  laudable  and  eafdy  moveable 
humours  will  be  firll  evacuated,  and  the  peccant 
and  viicid  juices  remain  in  the  body  by  which 
means  the  patient’s  dilbrder  is  increafcd,)  at  the  lame 
tme  a  Iona  and  conltant  ufe  of  water  and  vaporous 
baths  heated,  and  medicated  according  to  the  ftate 
of  this  difcafe  and  the  patient’s  conllitution,  ought 
to  be  followed,  the  fridions  and  the  pump  are  very 
often  necefi'ary.  If  we  look  into  antiquity  we  (ball 
find,  that^//«r  fer.  i.  cap.  lo.  recommends  the 
daily  ule  of  artificial  baths,  that  Galen  lib.  3.  ae 
locis  affedf.  has  performed  many  cures  of  this  dil- 
eafe  by  the  ufe  of  baths  and  fridtion  alone  — 
Rhafis  de  Melanc.  advifcs  the  baths,  and  afterwards 
the  ufe  of  friiflion,  with  oil,  liniment,  fafon 

Pratenfu,  and  Montanas  de  Melanc.  prefenbes  the 
fame,  Felix  Plater  obferv.  lib.  i.  and  Laurentius 
cap.  8.  de  mel.  cnioined  the  long  uie.of  artihcial 
baths.  Befide  the  ufe  of  medicated  baths,  L^oius  a 
fonte  Eugubinus  confult.  44-  and  Montanas  confiu  31. 
for  the  melancholy  an  irrigation  of  water, 

or  a  kind  of  pump  upon  the  head,  medicated  with 
water  lilies,  lettuce,  violets,  camomile, 

Baths  of  fweet  water,  in  which  had  been  boded  the 
leaves  of  mallows,  rofes,  violets,  water  lilies, 
flowers  of  buglofs,  camomile,  fays  Gaianer 

cap-S  trabloi^.  de  melanc.  are  of  wonderful  great 
force  in  this  malady,  the  patients  (fays  he)  mould 
ufe  them  twice  a  day,  and  when  they  come  lorth 
out  of  the  baths,  their  back-bone  ought  to  be 
anointed  with  o  1  of  almonds,  violets,  nymph^> 
tff.— So  doth  Fuchfius  at  lib.  i.  cap.  33.  and  be- 

rnp.LitiS 
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ftelius  in  con.  44.  Burton  obfcrves,  that  in  the 
time  of  the  Romans  the  artificial  medicated  baths 
were  in  great  ufe,  and  adapted  to  this,  and 
to  many  other  complaints,  fome  of  them  bathed 
fo  often  as  feven  times  a  day^  as  Commodus  the 
Emperor  is  reported  to  have  done,  but  ufually 
twice  a  day  ♦,  indeed,  when  the  degree  of  heat  and 
the  medicinal  quality  of  thefe  operations  are  fuited 
to  the  patient’s  difeafe  and  conftitution,  there  is  no 
danger  of  receiving  any  injury  by  their  frequent 
ufe. 

,  '  XIX. 

A  Young  lady  who  had  been  afflidfed  with  a 
violent  hot  itchy  feurvy,  fo  as  to  render  her 
fkin  very  dry,  rough,  and  full  of  feurf, — the  fkill 
of  many  gentlemen  of  the  faculty  had  been  tried 
in  vain  for  three  or  four  years,  and  the  infignifi- 
cancy  of  all  the  pretended  noflrums  fhe  took  as  fpe- 
cilic  remedies  for  her  complaint  was  plainly  evinced  ; 
at  lail  flic  was  advifed  to  bathe  in  fea  water  for  a 
month  or  two,  which  fhe  did  at  Margate,  for 
twenty-three  days,  every  morning  falling,  at  which  • 
period  fhe  w^as  obliged*  to  dehfl  going  any  more 
into  the  fait  water,  on  account  of  an  obflrucfbion 
that  capae  upon  her  of  a  dangerous  nature,  and  the 
fcorbutic  humours  growdng  more  corrolive  as  to  ul¬ 
cerate  her  legs  on  feveral  parts.  Difappointed  by 
this  antidote,  (as  many  call  it)  and  with  the  unex- 
pedled  additional  calamities  it  has  brought  on  her  \ 
conftitution,  fhe  came  to  London.  A  few  days 
after  her  arrival,  reading  in  the  news-paper  an  ac¬ 
count  of  my  nev/  apparatus  of  medicated  water, 
vaporous,  dry  baths,  See.  fhe  came  into  Panton- 
Square  to  confult  with  me  on  her  above  deferibed 
lituation  ;  being  convinced  of  the  rationality  of  my 
plan,  fhe  immediately  began  to  go  through  my 
operations. 


In 
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In  the  courfe  of  fix  weeks  her  obflrudtions  wcrt 
opened,  and  the  fcorbutic  fymptoms  much  abated, 
in  two  more  the  ulcers  were  healed  up,  and  every 
other  mark  of  feurvy  intirely  difappeared ;  flat-^ 
tered  by  fome  of  her  /riends,  that  ilie  was  cured, 
and  by  the  pleafing  feeling  and  appearance  fhe  then 
had  of  an  healthy  conflitution,  againft  my  con- 
fent,  file  flopped  going  through  my  medicated 
baths,  and  though  file  continues  very  well,  yet 
as  file  did  not  give  me  time  to  ufe  with  her  fuch 
operations  as  were  fit  to  prevent  a  relapfe  of  her 
complaint,  I  am  of  opinion  fhe  will  repent  of 
having  followed  the  advice  of  thofe  that  are  ig¬ 
norant  of  the  nature  and  effedls  of  my  procefs. 
Fantoyi-Sqtiare*  R.  DOMINICETL 

TKE  feurvy  being  reckoned  an  univerfal  malady 
in  this,  as  well  as  in  many  other  northern 
countries,  it  is  necefifary  we  fhould  take  notice 
of  its  caufes,  fymptoms,  and  method  of  cure. 

This  difeafe  is  either  hereditary,  or  acquired 
from  the  moifinefs  or  coldnefs  of  the  climate,  from 
the  faltnefs  of  the  atmofphere,  and  grofiTnefs  of 
the  food,  from  the  want  of  a  fufiicient  degree  of 
cold  to  brace,  and  of  heat  to  difiTolve,  or  what¬ 
ever  it  proceeds  from  all  thefe,  and  other  fimilar 
caufes  commonly  manifefts  itfelf  by  fome  of  the 
following  fymptoms : 

I 

I.  A  preternatural  lazinefs,  a  fpontaneous  laffi- 
tude,  with  pains  in  all  the  mufcles,  efpccially  in 
thofe  of  the  legs  and  loins,  and  a  difficulty  of 
walking  ;  when  the  patient  awakes  in  the  morning, 
his  joints  and  mufcles  feem  to  be  tired  and 
bruifed. 


2.  The 
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t«  The  refpiration  is  dlfliGiilt  upon  the  fmallcft 
motion,  there  is  an  appearing  and  difappearing. 
humour  of  the  legs,  on  which  appear  brown, 
yellow,  and  violet  coloured  fpots,  the  gums  fwcll 
and  grow  painful,  hot  and  itchy,  and  bleed  upon 
the  leaft  preflhre,  the  teeth  become  loofc,  and  the 
patient  feels  pains  in  all  the  external  and  internal 
parts  of  his  body* 

3.  The  gums  grow  putrid,  when  inflamed,  dif- 
charge  blood,  and  are  at  lalt  feized  with  a  gan¬ 
grene  ;  the  loofe  teeth  by  degrees  grow  yellow^ 
black  and  rotten,  the  annuli  adjacent  to  the  vena: 
ranina  becomes  varicous ;  there  are  often  fatal  he¬ 
morrhages,  which  break  out  from  the  external 
fkin,  without  any  appearance  of  a  wound,  as  alfo 
from  the  lips,  gums,  mouth,  nofe,  lungs,  flo- 
mach,  liver,  fpleen,  pancreas,  inteflines,  womb, 
kidnies,  &:c.  There  are  found  every  where,  but 
cfpecially  in  the  legs,  wandering  ulcers,  fo  obfti- 
nate  as  to  yield  to  no  application,  which  are  apt  ta 
turn  into  a  gangrene.  The  patient  is  alfo  afflidied 
with  an  itch,  feurf  of  the  fkiii,  a  dry  and  mild 
leprofy,  the  fibrous  part  of  the  blood  taken  from 
the  veins,  is  black,  grumous  and  thick,  though 
not  compact,  its  ferum  is  faline,  aciid,  fharp,  and 
corrofive,  there  are  corroding  and  lancinating  pain^ 
Ihifting  from  place  to  place,  which  foon  terminate 
and  increafe,  but  are  more  violent  at  night. 

4.  There  are  fevers  of  various  kinds,  which 
bring  on  an  athrophy  ;  the  patient  is  fubjed:  to 
vomiting,  diarrhoeas,  difTenteries,  feverc  ftrangua- 
ries,  deliriums,  anxieties,  which  frequently  prove 
mortal,  to  a  dropfy,  confumption,  melancholy 
convulfions,  palfy,  contradions,  black  fpots,  vo¬ 
miting  and  purging  of  blood,  a  purrefadion  and 
confumption  of  the  liver,  fpleen,  pancreas,  me- 

fentery. 
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fcntery,  then  the  contagion  fpreads  very  quick, 
and  a  painful  death  puts  an  end  to  the  patient’s 
life,  —  Such  is  the  catalogue  of  the  progreffive 
fymptoms  that  proceeds  from  the  feurvy,  laid  down 
by  phylical  authors. 

Among{l  the  principal  caufes  of  this  difeafe, 
we  may  renumerate  a  cold  moift,  and  a  warm 
moift  climate,  a  faline  moift  air,  too  long  ufc 
of  fait  provifions,  and  the  inftability  of  the 
weather.  Bccaufe  if  we  obferve  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  other  climates,  contrary  to  the  above- 
mentioned,  are  very  little,  or  not  at  all  infedfed  by 
this  diforder,  becaufe  there  is  heat  enough  to 
exalt  and  difperfe  the  grofs,  and  offenfive  va¬ 
pours,  and,  at  proper  feafons,  cold  enough  to  con^ 
denfe  and  precipitate  them ;  but  here  they  arc 
floating  in  the  air,  which  we  conftantly  breath  and 
imbibe  through  the  whole  furface  of  our  body, 
then  the  elafticity  of  the  fibres  is  loft,  obftrudlion 
follows,  and  other  fymptoms  of  the  feurvy  ;  moift 
air  makes  vifeid  blood,  and  famine  air  inflames  this 
vilcid  blood,  from  which  proceed  broken  capil¬ 
laries,  extravafated  blood,  fpots  of  different  co¬ 
lours,  ulcers,  and  many  other  fcorbutic  effedfs. 
All  the  humours  of  the  human  body  are  apparently 
faline,  though  none  of  them  are  fait  itfelf.  The  too 
long  ufe  of  fait  provifions  increafes  too  much  this 
adtive  inftrument  of  nature,  and  difpofes  the  body 
to  putrefadfion.  We  know  that  fait  adts  only 
when  it  is  diflTolved,  and  then  becomes  itfelf  a 
very  great  diflblvent.  Chymifts  commonly  agree, 
that  no  fpirit,  or  fait,  whether  acid,  or  alkali,  affedti 
gold,  unlefs  it  has  a  mixture  of  common  or 
fea  fait,  which  makes  many  compofitions  fo 
powerful  and  adtive,  fo  corrofive  and  deffrudfive 
to  animal  bodies.  The  falts  and  oils  (fays  Boer- 
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haavc  in  his  chymical  hiftory  of  putrcfaftidti) 
taken  into  the  blood  and  mixed  with  the  juices^ 
are  kept  in  the  body  fo  long  as  they  re^ 
main  benign  and  friendly  to  it,  but  if  they  begin 
to  putrify,  are  either  immediately  thrown  off,  as- 
appears  by  the  fharpnefs  and  foetid  feent  of  the 
Urine,  fweat,  foeceSj  or  if  detained  excite 

grievous  diftempers,  that  mufl  of  neccflity  foon 
end  in  the  death  of  the  animal. 

Sir  John  Pringle^  in  his  twenty-fifth  experiment 
upon  Septics,  fffr*  finds  fca  fait  to  be  an  haflener 
of  putrefadfion,  where  he  fays,  It  being  fo  long 
an  eltablifhed  opinion,  that  fait  refifts  putrefadfion 
with  a  power  proportioned  to  its  quantity,  I  did 
not  therefore  rely  on  my  firfl  trial,  but  often  re¬ 
peated  that  experiment  which  contradidfed  this 
maxim,  and  I  flill  found  that  two  drachms  of 
frefh  beef,  with  five,  ten,  or  fifteen  grains  of  fe^ 
fait,  and  two  ounces  of  water,  putrijied  fooner 
than  the  fame  quant iiy  of  fltfh  infufed  with  water 
enlyP — Therefore  I  think,  that  an  unneceffary 
quantity  of  fea  fait  in  our  conflitution  may  be 
deemed  a  principal  caufe  of  the  feurvy. 

Here  avails  very  little  the  affertion  of  thofe, 
who  tell  us,  —  that  the  fait  which  is  in  the 
ocean,  prevents  its  growing  foetid^  and  putri- 
fying  —  That  fea  water  was  defigned  to  be  a 
kind  of  common  defence  againfl  corruption  and 
putrefadfion  of  bodies  —  That  in  thofe  regions 
where  the  heat  of  the  fun  is  greatcll,  and  confe- 
quently  morre  apt  to  corrupt  the  fluids,  the  fea  is 
falteft. 

In  my  humble  opinion  thefe  are  very  weak  argu¬ 
ments,  eafy  to  be  confuted  by  the  following  ob- 
fervations  ;  i.  It  is  well  known,  that  in  thjs  world 
thereare  a  great  many  rivers,  and  lakes>  whofe? 

water 
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Waters  have  not  any  fcnfiblc  degree  of  faltnefs  lii 
them  diftinguifhable  by  the  tafle,  and  yet  are  pre- 
ferved  from  corruption  and  putrefaction.  But  wa¬ 
ter,  expofed  to  the  air  by  long  Handing  Hill, 
will  corrupt  and  putrify^  which  corruption  and 
putrifaClion  arc  the  confequences  of  Hagnation* 
The  fame  happens  when  the  blood  or  other 
juices  Hagnate  in  any  part  of  the  body,  and 
arc  no  longer  agitated  by  the  force  of  circulatioh, 
they  will  coagulate,  then  foon  begin  to  refolvc,  and 
at  length  to  putrify ;  in  this  chymical  operation  of 
nature, the  animalfaltbccomes  volatile, alkaline,Hiarp 
and  corrolive,  and  the  patient's  life  is  endangered 
by  a  gangrene,  mortification,  apoplexy,  — 
3.  That  lea  fait  is  not  a  defence  againH  corrup¬ 
tion  and  putrefaCfion,  the  learned  Sir  John  Pringle 
has  proved  to  a  demonHration,  in  his  experi¬ 
ments  already  deferibed — It  is  alfo  to  our  prefent 
purpofe  to  obferve,  that  a  folution  of  fca-falt  in 
water,  though  it  caufes  no  change  of  colour  in  the 
ferum  of  the  blood  when  mixed  with  it,  yet  dif- 
folvcs  its  texture.*  The  fea  i^  certainly  faltcH  where 
there  is  moH  heat,  but  not  where  there  is  moH  cor¬ 
ruption,  becaufe  the  heat  of  the  fun  elevates  more 
watery  then  falinc  particles  in  the  air. 

As  we  arc  treating  of  the  bad  clfeCfs  that  fea-falt 
and  lea-water  produce  in  our  conHitutions,  when 
improperly  applied  ;  I  hope  the  infertion  of  the 
following  cafes,  taken  from  Dr.  PmHeirs  EpiHolary 
Difiertation  to  Dr.  Frewin,  wiil  not  be  deemed  an 
improper  help  to  prove  our  argument. 

I.  A  gentleman,  aged  thirty-iix,  was  fent  me  as  a 
patient  from  an  eminent  phylician  in  London.  He 


*  Vide  Boerhaive’s  115th  Procefs  upon  Animals. 
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had  a  large  humid  fpreading  herpes  ^  upon  the  arm 
as  alfo  fcorbutic  eruptions  in  fpots  all  over  the  body. 
When  he  got  down  to  the  Tea,  he  entered  upon  fea- 
bathing  immediately  and  drank  the  fea-water,  but 
upon  going  in  to  the  Tea,  the  eruptions  w^re  not 
only  much  raifed,  but  became  more  general,  and  the 
itching  intollcrable ;  his  cloaths  flicking  to  the  parts 
fdmofl  every  where. 

II.  A  woman  upon  the  ceafing  of  the  me^fes,  had 
a  return  of  a  humid  hpra^  which  had  left  her  from 
the  time  of  puberty,  or  at  the  firfl  breaking  down 
of  the  menfes  till  then.  This  w'as  one  of  the  mofl 
general  cafes  I  ever  faw  of  the  kind,  and  had  been 
increafed  by  imprudent^  and  untimely  fea-hathing  \  the 
falt-water  having  irritated  the  fore  parts ;  the  itch¬ 
ing  in  this  cafe  was  fo  intolierable,  that  it  had  al- 
moft  w^orn  out  the  patient  for  want  of  reft ;  and  fhe 
was  hardly  able  to  wear  any  cloaths. 

III.  A  man  aged  twenty,  came  to  me  with 
fuch  an  ouzing  from  the  cutaneous  glands, 
that  it  wet  through  his  breeches  as  he  fat  up¬ 
on  his  chair.  The  fluxion  was  fo  great,  that  I 
conceived  hopes  of  reftraining  it  only  by  making 
revolutions  with  turpetb  mineral  vomits,  and  by  giv¬ 
ing  calomel,  with  bis  fea-water  :  but  this  rough  me¬ 
thod  would  not  do  by  any  means  ;  it  irritated  fo 
much,  that  he  grew  infinitely  worfe.  The  enipti- 
ons  became  now  almoft  general ;  he  could  hardly 
bear  any  cloaths  on;  his  hands  and  feet  grew  in- 
crufted,  as  did  his  ears,  and  he  was  one  of  the  moft 
aiiliclcd  patients  I  ever  faw  -]-. 

Either 

*  A  cutaneous  inflammation  like  millet  feed  upon  the  flein  ; 
the  humour  in  this  inflammation  fometimes  is  fo  corroflve  as  to 
form  little  ulcers. 

•}•  The  author  of  thefc  three  fcorbutic  cafes,  in  order  to  appeafe 
the  difeafe  and  reliev#  hi«  patient,  wa;  obliged  to  have  recourfe 

to 
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Either  vegetables  or  animals  will  not  piitrify  in 
vacuo,  but  air  is  neceffary  for  the  performance  of 
this  operation ;  air  has  always  a  kind  of  fea  fait  in  it, 
therefore  I  am  apt  to  think  that  fea  fait  is  ah  ingre¬ 
dient  qualified  to  help  putrefaction*  One  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  forts  of  this  efHuvia  in  the  atmofphere,  (fays 
Boyle,  in  his  hiftory  of  air)  I  take  to  be  jaline,  which 
float  varioufly  among  the  reft  in  that  vaft  ocean  ; 
for  they  feem  not  to  be  equally  mixed  therein,  but 
are  to  be  found  of  different  kinds,  in  different  quan¬ 
tities  and  places,  at  different  feafons.  Nor  is  this 
the  only  means  whereby  the  air  may  be  impregnated 
•with  f aline  particles  ;  for  the  action  of  the  fun 
upon  the  fuperficial  part  of  the  earth  and  fea,  will 
alone  fupply  that  fluid  with  fwarms  of  them.  — 
Among  the  various  forts  of  particles  wherewith 
the  atmofphere  is  replete,  fome,  fays  he,  may  be 
fo  fmall  and  fo  conveniently  fhaped  as  to  enter  the 
numerous  orifices  of  the  minute  glandules  of  the 
fkin,  or  at  other  pores  thereof , —  he  further  ob- 
ferves,  that  it  does  not  appear  that  inland  countries 
abound  with  corrofive  fait,  fince  the  bars  and  cafe- 
ments  of  windows  will  not  thereby  be  greatly  im¬ 
paired  by  rufl  after  they  have  endured  the  weather 
for  twenty  years,  from  whence  he  conjedfures,  that 
the  kind  of  fait  whereby  this  diflblutiori  is  affected, 
proceeds  from  fea  •vapours*  Water  flagnated, 
not  eipoled  to  the  air,  arid  deprived  of  its  fait  by 
difliliation,  will  not  putr.fy  if  it  s  kept  ever  fd 
long,  but  remain  pure  and  very  good.  Eoerhaave 
in  his  theory  of  chymiflry  has  the  following  paf- 
fage,  A  Roman  chymifl  Ihut'ng  up  a  quantity  of 
pure  water  in  a  vcffel  fealed  hermetically,  Schottus 

to  artificial  tepid  emollient  baths,  and  to  Tome  mild  internal  me¬ 
dicines;  divers  forms  of  fuch  baths  (fays  he)  might  be  contrived 
by  phyficians  with  great  advantage,  as  particular  cafes  require, 
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who  faw  it  in  Kirchers  Mufeum,  after  it  had  been 
kept  upwards  of  fifty  years,  affirms,  that  it  ftill  re¬ 
mained  clear  and  pure,  and  flood  to  the  fame 
height  in  the  veffiel  as  at  firfl,  and  had  not  the  lead 
fcdimcnt  at  the  bottom.  Thefe  rational  arguments 
and  well  attcfled  fad:s  plainly  prove,  that  fea  fait, 
fea  water,  fait  provifion,  and  faline  effluvia,  to 
be  amongft  the  principal  caufes  of  the  feurvy  in 
this  country. 

The  inflabiiity  of  the  climate,  and  a  cold  may  alfo 
give  birth  to  the  feurvy — becaufc,  if  we  obferve  a 
fudden  change  from  heat  to  cold,  or  going  in  a 
cold  place  when  wc  are  in  a  fweat,  produces  vio-  ' 
lent  conflipation  by  contradling  and  clofng  up  the 
mouth  of  the  capillary  veffels,  fo  as  to  prevent  the 
exhalation  of  perfpirable  matter,  which  when  it  be¬ 
comes  obflruAed  and  llagnated,  will  putrify,  and 
render  the  juices  of  bodies  alkalefcent,  ichorous 
and  corrofive,  from  whence  the  word  fcorbutic 
fymptoms  proceed. 

Mercurial  falivation  may  likewdfe  be  principally 
concerned  in  the  produ5fion  of  this  dijeafe,  Boer- 
kaave  fays,  that  the  medicinal  virtues  of  Mercury 
feems  owing  to  its  great  fpecific  gravity,  and  the 
particular  fmallnefs  and  configuration  of  its  parts. 
On  this  account  it  is  more  penetrative,  and  diffolves 
the  texture  of  the  blood  and  juices, — and  for  the 
lame  reafon  it  is,  that  it  fo  fuddenly  brings  on 
a  degree  of  putrefadlion  of  the  humours,  as  we 
find  in  a  falivation  ;  for  by  thus  breaking 
the  texture  of  the  fluids,  and  fometimes  of  the 
folids  likewife,  it  fo  attenuates  and  refolves  them 
as  to  make  them  fcctidd*  Leake^  in  his  rcfleclions  on 
the  improper  ufe  of  Mercury  obferves,  that  every 
degree  of  putrefadfion  is  followed  with  a  propor¬ 
tional  degree  of  refolution  in  the  fluids,  and  a  fuit- 
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able  relaxation  and  decay  of  the  folids,  though 
ever  fo  infenfible  ;  and  fince  the  blood  is  thoroughly 
melted  down,  and  the  folid  fibres  over-ftrained, 
and  wailed  by  a  jalivation,  it  may  without  doubt, 
be  looked  upon  as  a  caufe  powerfully  difpojhtg 
the  patient  to"  the  feurvy ;  for  it  evidently  tends  to 
promote  the  fame  procefs  as  that  of  putrefadlion 
itfelf :  this  may  probably  be  deemed  a  fubftaniial 
reafo7ty  not  only  why  the  feurvy  fo  often  recurs 
after  a  falivation,  but  alfo  why  the  fmallefi  por¬ 
tions  of  Mercmy  are  fo  extremely  pernicicus  in 
this  difeafe*  In  fuch  a  cafe,  the  Mercury  will 
not  only  farther  break  down  the  texture  of  the 
blood,  already  fo  much  deilroyed,  but  will  alfo 
exhalt  that  degree  of  piitrefadifon  which  before  exifted 
in  it  from  the  fcorbutlc  caufe  Lind  too  has  taken 
notice,  that  thofe  who  have  undergone  a  falivatmiy 
are  of  all  others  the  moil  fubjedl  to  the  feurvy. 

Though  the  humours  of  feurbutie  perforis  arc 
commonly  alcalefcent,  1  fhall  not  amufe  my  reader 
with  an  acid  for  the  cure  of  this  complaint.  I  have 
had  feveral  patients  under  my  care,  and  have  ob- 
ferved  many  more  under  the  care  of  other  phyficians, 
whole  fluids  manifeiled  the  flrongeil  proof  of  an  al¬ 
kaline  nature ;  yet  many  of  them  grew  fenfibly  worfe 
by  the  ufe  of  acid  medicines.  This  general  rule,  con- 
traria  contrariis  curantur^  has  fome  exception  :  be- 
caufe  vve  fhould  eonfider  how  widely  the  chemical 
operations  of  nature  differ  when  performed  on  liv¬ 
ing  animals,  to  what  they  do  on  dead  bodies  :  be- 
fides,  medicines  only  adl  on  the  animaU  according 
to  the  different  quality  and  difpofition  of  the  fluids 
they  are  m.ade  with  in  the  body.  Hence  Galen, 
de  vencs  fe5iione  adverfus  Erajlratum^  cap.  7,  tom.  10. 
page  401.  wifely  laid,  five  pu)gans  dederis,  five  vomL 
torium,  ^  prima  exhibilio  in  tua  potejlatc  eft,  rcltqua 
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flhi  fortuna  vindlcat.  Whether  you  give  a  purge,  a 
vomit,  or  any  other  phyfic,  the  adminiflration  of  it 
is  in  your  own  power,  but  the  confequence  muft  be 
Ic^r  to  fortune. 

Pitcairn  in  his  difTcrtation  concerning  the  effedis  of 
acids  and  alkalies,  obferves,  that  mofl  of  the  writers  of 
the  laft  age,  who  were  then  elteemcd,  have  affirmed, 
that  mofi  diftempers  did  arife  from  an  acid  body  flow¬ 
ing  in  our  blood.  Some  others  of  late,  have  affirmed, 
that  all  diflempers  are  occafioned  by  too  great  an 
influx  of  an  alkaline  body,  or  too  great  plenty  of 
humour.  Ignorance  (fays  he)  zxiA  laxinefs,  be- 
fide  an  eager  defire  of  gain  and  fame  produced  thefe 
fed:s ;  for  it  was  eafy  to  inculcate  the  common  no¬ 
tions  of  acids  and  alkalies,  and  with  thefe  two  hard 
and  founding  words  to  gain  the  applaufe  of  the 
people  :  he  further  obferves,  that  the  vegetables 
which  we  eat,  how  full  foever  of  acid  they  arc, 
yet  they  are  foon  changed  into  alkalies  by  the 
adfion  of  the  flomach,  lungs,  and  heart,  which 
caufe  the  circulation  of  our  fluids ;  therefore  acids 
are  fo  far  from  cauflng  or  curing  diflempers,  and 
of  deflroying  the  alkalic  fait  of  the  blood,  that 
acids  received  into  the  blood,  do  rather  beget  an  al¬ 
kaline  humour P  Volatile,  alkaline  fait  of  urine, 
blood,  bones,  air,  he.  will  imbibe  almofl  twice  its 
pwn  quantity  of  any  known  acid^.  Though  it  is  a 
received  opinion,  that  there  is  not  any  animal  acid 
to  be  found  in  animal  bodies ;  yet  from  this  it  does 
not  follow,  that  a  vegetable  or  mineral  acid  may 
not  be  found  to  exifl  in  animal  bodies,  and  to  be 
prejudicial  to  them  as  well  as  alkalies,  I  am  fenfi- 
ble,  fays  Boerhaavc,  in  his  115th  Experiment  on 
the  Phoenomcna  of  the  Blood,  that  acid  falts  do  not 


Vide  Boeihaavc’s  109th  Procefs  upon  Animili. 
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coagulate  the  blood,  merely  on  account  of  their  aci¬ 
dity,  but  by  their  aufterity  or  conitringing  power ; 
that  the  adminiitration  of  acid  may  frequently 
prove  prejudie  al,  by  encreaiing  the  lentor  and  vif- 
cidity  of  the  blood  and  juices,  and  caufing  obit  ruc¬ 
tions  in  the  fmalkr  vefTels ;  and  in  his  7^th  Procefs 
upon  Animals,  obferves,  that  if  milk  fhould  be 
taken  by  perfons  whofe  bodies  abound  with  acids, 
it  will  coagulate,  that  is  to  fay,  the  milk  will  be  fe- 
parated  into  a  thin  ferous  fluid  and  a  flrong  coagii- 
lum,  which  turning  grumous,  may  caufe  obftru^i- 
ons  in  the  vifcera,  while  (fays  he)  it  ceafes  to  be- 
mixed  and  diluted  with  the  ferum ;  that  inftead  of 
performing  this  office,  may  now  go  away  in  a  foetid 
fwcat,  leaving  the  body  pale,  faint.,  and  weak ;  and 
this  unheeded  caufe  may  give  birth  to  a  pale  com¬ 
plexion,  a  cacochymia,  and  to  other  various  chronic  di- 
feafes  ;  the  faid  author,  farther  takes  notice, 
in  his  Chemical  Hiflory  of  Urine,  that  in  any  di- 
feafed  idate  of  the  body,  the  urine  or  other  humours 
may  change  from  what  they  naturally  were,  and 
become  either  alkaline,  as  in  burning  fevers,  near 
the  point  of  death,  &c.  or  acid,  as  in  pallor  virgi- 
7ium,  childrens  difeafes,  &:c.  By  what  has  been 
faid,  it  may  eaflly  be  concluded,  that  as  alkalies 
liquify  and  acids  coagulate  the  blood  and  other 
juices,  both  may  co-operate  together  or  feparately, 
in  the  production  of  the  fcurvy,and  alfo  for  the  cure 
of  it. 

To  cure  this  difeafe,  fays  Boerhaave,  in  his  1156 
and  1 157th  Aphor.  we  mufl  render  moveable  that 
which  is  flagnant ;  and  fluid,  that  which  is  coagu 
lated ;  we  mufl  attenuate  what  is  too  thick,  and 
give  a  proper  conflftence  to  that  which  is  too  thin  ; 
and  likewife,  what  is  fharp  and  corrofive  mufl  be 
reduced  mild  and  inoflenflve. 

Among  fl 
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Amongfl  other  cpiifes^  obfa'udtions  fecm  to  be 
reckoned  as  the  principal  fources  or  effects  of  the 
feurvy  ;  and  to  this  mofl  phylicians  agree.  Va7i 
Swieten  in  his  Coninientaries  on  Bcei'haave  Aph, 
obferves,  that  all  the  fundtions  depend  on  a  free 
paffage  of  the  fniids  thro  .gh  the  vclTels  ;  but 
an  obfiru^lon  when  formed,  and  interrupting  the 
free  paifage,  is  capable  of  difordering  all  the  fun5ii- 
ons  in  general^  and  every  dijlin^l  fm5lion  in  particular  ; 
and  as  a  aiferdered  jundiicn  is  a  dtfea/e,  there  may 
therefore  as  many  difeajei  proceed  jrom  an  obflruhiion, 
as  there  are  functions  to  he  difordered.  Many  arc  the 
eaufes,  as  elfe where  has  been  obferved,  that  pro¬ 
duce  obilrudfions,  but  the  ways  of  removing  them 
arc  not  fo  numerous,  efpecially  in  thofe  that  con- 
ftitute  the  feurvy. 

Morgany'm  his  mechanical  prac3:icc  of  phyfic,fays 

The  Jcm'vy  may  be  diftinguilhed  into  hot  and 
cold,  and  into  effluent  and  external,  and  influent  and 
internal  ;  although  thefc  diftindlipns  have  given 
very  different  names  to  a  great  many  diforders  as 
affedling  different  parts,  and  difeovering  themfelves 
under  different  fymptoms  ;  yet  the  general  eaufes 
and  method  of  cure  are  ftill  the  fame ;  the  curative 
indications,  (fays  he)  are  two,  the  firft  to  attenuate 
and  diflblvc  the  concreted  matter  in  the  ventricles  of 
the  glands  andccllularmembranes;  thefecond,  to  car¬ 
ry  off  the  morbid  matter  that  is  diflblved,  and  fitter 
for  evacuation  by  perfpiration,  fweat^  and  urine  ;  for 
as  it  may  be  taken  as  a  general  rule,  which  I  have 
always  found  true,  in  fadt,  that  thofe  diforders 
(which  proceed  from  the  feurvy)  arc  never  well  era¬ 
dicated  and  cleared  off  by  emetics  or  cathartics,  and 
feldom  hy  falivationf^  with  very  good  reafon  the  above 
pited  author  has  obferved,  that  the  feurvy  and  its 
fymptoms  are  never  well  cured  by  emetics^  cathartics^ 
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and  falivation  ;  becaufc,  by  theniy  the  determination 
of  the  juices  from  the  center  to  the  circumference,  is 
very  much  leffened ;  by  this  retromotion  many  di- 
fcafes  will  be  formed  only  as  confequences  of  an  inver- 
fion  of  thofe  morbid  fecretions  which  were  by  nature 
intended  and  accujiomed  to  be  feparated  by  the  glands 
and  pores  of  the  flein* 

The  method  generally  pradifed  by  the  faculty 
very  often  proves  abortive  :  and  fca-bathing  is 
equally  ufcful,  for,  in  a  great  many  cafes,  it  only 
encreafe,  initead  of  flopping  the  progrefs  of  the 
difeafe ;  therefore  recourfe  mufl  be  had  to  better 
and  fafer  means. 

Phyfleians  generally  agree  as  to  the  caufes  and 
fymptoms  of  the  feurvy,  except  fome  few,  who 
fiifpcd  the  venereal  taint  to  be  its  latent  principle. 
Dr.  Mufgrave  thinks  the  Devonfliire  feurvy  to  be 
a  relic  of  the  leprofy*  ;  but  they  are  not  fo 
unanimous  in  the  treatment  of  it.  My ’method 
of  cure  is  the  judicious  preparation  and  appli¬ 
cation  of  artificial  medicated  water,  vaporous, 
dry  baths,  fumigations,  fridions,  l^c.  of  which  was 
I  here  to  relate  every  particular  concerning  the  va¬ 
rious  forts  of  medicinal  fubflance,  degrees  of  heat, 
fffc.  I  make  ufe  of  in  preparing  them  for  different 
conflitutions,  feafon  of  the  year,  kind  and  ftate  of 
this  difeafe,  I  Ihould  at  leafl  treble  the  bulk  of 
this  pamphlet,  which  is  already  enlarged  more 
than  it  was  at  firfl  intended  to  be.  But  though  it  is 


*  Btrkely  obferves,  that  thofe  inhabitants  live  in  a  grofs 
/aline  air,  and  their  vclTels  being  lefs  elaftic,  are  confequenc- 
Jy  lefs  able  to  fubdue  and  caft  cfl',  what  their  bodies  as  fpong^s 
draw  in  ;  therefore  (fays  he)  one  would  be  tempted  to  fufpedl  the 
air  not  a  iittlc  concerned,  efpecially  iu  fuch  a  country  as  that  of 
Pevenjkire. 
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matter  of  fadl,  that  a  very  great  number  of  per- 
fons  (many  of  them  gi\7cn  over  as  incurable)  have 
been  cured  of  the  fcurvy  and  other  different  com¬ 
plaints  by  uflng  fuch  operatioits,  under  my  Father's 
and  my  own  dire^ion^  which  alone  would  be 
fufficient  and  convincing  proofs  of  their  efficacy 
without  the  affiilance  of  argument,  neverthclefs  I 
have  endeavoured  to  explain  myfclf  on  this  fnbje^ft 
fo  as  to  make  experience  and  reafon  go  hand  in 
hand. 

I  fhould  think  this  little  differtation  on  the  Scurvy^ 
much  more  imperfed:  than  what  it  is,  if  i  was  not  to 
fitbjoin  the  following  obfervations,  which,  together 
with  what  I  have  already  advanced,  1  flatter  my- 
felf,  will  prove  my  operations,  the  befl  fpecific  ever 
known  for  the  cure  of  this  and  many  other  difeafes^ 

It  ought  to  be  fet  down  (fays  Brook)  as 
a  general  rule,  that  the  fcurvy^  the  mofl  violent 
of  all  chronic  diftempers,  is  not  to  be  treat¬ 
ed  with  draftic,  but  with  the  h  ofl:  mild  and  Am¬ 
ple  medicines ;  and  though  I  allow  the  difference 
of  falts  mentioned  by  phyficians,  as  the  caufc 
of  this  difeafe,  yet  the  different  and  far  fetched 
corredions  of  them,  feems  to  be  ridiculous  ;  fince 
it  is  demonftrable,  that  the  only  and  fafefl  method 
^f  fubduing  all  morbid  faltSy  is  by  proper  fluids  : 
•this  intention  then  (fays  he)  is  anfwcred  by  pure 
and  light  Jimple  water y  the  genuine  mejiruum  and  dif- 
fohent  of  all  falts*  Befides  being  a  diflblvent  of  all 
faitf,  is  a  very  fubtle  and  penetrative  body.  Homherg^ 
is  of  opinion,  x\izx.  water  enters  fuch  narrow  pores  of 
animal  fubftances  as  will  not  admit  air,  only  be- 
caufe  it  moiftens  and  diflblves  the  glutinous  matter 
of  the  fine  fibres  of  the  membranes,  and  fo  render 


•  Vide  Hlfi*  dtV Acati*  Ann*  1700.  page 
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them  more  pliable  and  feparate,  which  are  things 
that  the  air  for  want  of  a  wetting  property,  cannot 
do  Neverthelefs  water  alone  do  not  diflblve  or  pe¬ 
netrate  into  uncheou*  and  greafy  bodies,  except  it 
be  mixed  with  a  ftrong  lixivium,  or  an  alkaly  fait, 
nor  will  any  other  kind  of  fait  anfwer  to  the  inten¬ 
tion.  Sea-water,  with  all  its  fait,  will  never  wafli 
out  any  greafy  or  oily  impurities  But  as  we  have 
elfevvliere  obferved,  that  mere  water  would  diUcnd 
the  veflids,  weaken  their  ciaflicity,  and  produce 
new  obilra<Fi:ion5 ;  and  as  the  correcting  or  wafh- 
ing  oft  the  faltnefs,  which  in  abundance  exifls 
in  fcurbutic  perfon,  would  not  alone  be  fufficient 
to  perform  a  cure  ;  we  muit  ufe  water  as  a  diffolvent 
and  corrector  of  the  faltnefs,  and  as  a  proper  vehicle 
to  convey  fuch  medical  fubftances  into  the  patients 
bodicB,  according  to  the  kind  and  itate  of  their  di- 
feafe  and  conftitution. 

Not  any  other  medicinal  aid  was  hardly  known 
at  Rome  for  fm  hundrtd  years ,  than  the  artificial  baths 
and  fome  few  empirical  noftrums  as  Pliny  obferves, 
lib.  2Q,  cap.  I.  In  thofe  times,  the  gout^  [curvy ^ 
leprofy^  ring-wormy  itchy  and  other  foul  eruptions,  (fo 
common  among  us,)  were  very  feldom  feen,  owing 
to  their  frequent  ufe  of  artificial  medicated  waters, 
vaporous  baths,  &c.  and  when  they  were  attacked 
by  any  complaints,  their  only  fpecific  was  the  afore- 
faid  operations ;  with  them  the  fuperfliious  and  mor¬ 
bid  humours  were  derived  from  the  center  to  the 
circumference,  and  in  that  manner  the  very  feat  of 
difeafes  w^ere  eliminated  out  of  their  bodies.'j- 


*  Vid.  Boerhaave’s  Theory  of  Chemiftry. 
f  Vid.  Baccius,  lib.  7.  cap.  13,  page  3S9,  and  cap.  22,  2?, 
19,  30,  and  31  of  the  faid  book. 
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Willis  in  many  fcorbutic  cafes  recommended  the 
very  fame  operations. 

SennertuSy  page  623,  fays^  that  Balneum  totius  cor- 
ports  adbihetur  ad  detertionem^  cutifque  vitia.  Baths  arc 
vjfed  to  clean  the  whole  body,  and  the  diforders  of 
the  Ikin. 

Riverious^  Uh^  12,  page  96,  fays,  Poft  fufficientem 
purgationemy  Balneum  aquf  tepida  convenientijjimum  eft^ 
utiliter  in  eo  coquuntur  herha  refrigerantes ;  after  the 
body  has  been  fufhciently  purged,  baths  of  the  tepid 
water  are  moil  beneficial  and  are  ufed  with  more  ad'- 
vantage  when  they  are  impregnated  with  cooling  herbs, 

Hoffman  obferves,  that  hypochondriac  and  feur- 
butic  patients  have  been  cured  by  ufing  baths  of 
fweet  water  prepared  with  C't  olbent  herbs  ;  there  is 
nothing  (fays  he)  better  to  difeufs  hard  and  painful 
tumors  of  the  legs  and  feet,  then  baths  w  th  brook 
lime,  water- crefles,  feurvy-grafs,  &:c.  frequently  ufed, 

Boerhaave  in  the  ift,  2d,  and  3d  ftate  of  the 
feurvy,  advife  baths  and  half  baths,  impregnated 
with  antifeorbutic  herbs,  and  recommend  friction 
very  much:  Van  Sweiten  in  his  commentaries  is  as 
diffufe  upon  this  fubjedt,  the  effc6t  of  which  has 
been  more  fully  explained  in  the  25th  and  26th 
pages  of  this  pamphtet. 

Pi/o*  obferves,  that  the  Brafilians  do  great  things 
with  friQiions,  where  he  fays,  Mira  quidem  turn  tuen- 
da  fanitatis  ergo,  cum  pkrifque  morbts  fonandis^  friSii- 
me  et  unbiione  frequenti  incol^e  praftant^  iUam  in  frigidi- 
oribus  et  chronicis^  banc  in  acutioribus  adhibentes^ 
They  do  flrangc  things  both  in  preferving  health  and 
curing  difeafes  by  friblions  and  unblions,  ufing  the  firji 
in  colds  and  chronics,  the  latter  in  acute  difeafes. 


•  Hift,  Nat,  Me4,  lib.  a.  page  33^ 
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I  think  enough  hai  been  faid  for  the  prefent, 
concerning  this  and  many  other  complaints,  I  ihall 
therefore  lay  down  my  pen  with  the  fatisfad:ion  of 
having  proved  the  efficacy  of  my  operations,  with 
arguments  and  authorities  of  uncontrovertible  fadls, 
as  it  appears  by  the  fcveral  well  authenticated 
cafes  and  cures  here  inferted. 


( 


Patients 
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Patients  are  admitted  on  the  followinp;  Terms  tb  my 
APPARATUS  in  PANTON  -  SC^UARE,  HAY- 
MARKET,  as  well  as  to  that  of  my  Father  at  CHELSEA, 
(By  which  all  former  Conditions  are  refcinded.) 
Confifting  of  arbitrarily  heated  and  medicated  W ater  Baths, 
Partial  Pumps,  vapovirous  and  dry  baths  j  internal  and 
external  moift  and  dry  Fumigations  j  oleous,  faponaceous, 
Ppirituous  and  dry  Fridtions, 

I.  ^  I  ^  HOSE  patients  who  are  ncce/litatcd,  or  wifli  to 
A  refide  in  the  houfc,  pay  Three  Shillings  and  Six-pence 
for  each  of  the  above-mentioned  operarions,  all  of  which 
are  fcldom  necclTary  for  one  patient :  but  they  are  to  provide: 
themfelves,  or  to  buy  from  the  head  fervants  of  the  Ap¬ 
paratus,  the  neceffary  woollen  and  linen  garments — Apart¬ 
ments  for  their  reception  may  be  had  from  Four  Guineas,  to 
One  Guinea  per  week. 

II.  Every  out-patient,  or  perfon,  who  wiflies  or  is  ad- 
vifed  to  ufe  the  baths,  &c.  for  the  prefervation  of  health, 
pays  Twelve  Shillings  each  time  for  one  as  well  as  for  any 
or  all  of  the  faid  operations  :  for  which  fum  they 
are  alfo  fupplied  with  woollen,  and  linen  garments  ;  but  if 
they  have  their  own,  they  pay  only  Half  a  Guinea  each 
time. 

HI.  For  the  accommodation  of  perfons  in  middling  cir- 
cumftances.  Tickets  are  delivered  for  the  following  fums: 

A  Twenty  Guinea  Ticket  admits  the  purchafer  within 
twelve  months,  •  -  -  -  -  120  times 

A  Ten  Guinea  ditto,  -  -  _  ditto 

A  Five  Guinea  ditto,  -  -  .  20  ditto 

Which  may  be  had  at  my  houfe  in  Panton-Square,  or  at 
Chelfca,  or  at  the  under-mentioned  Bankers,  viz. 

Jofeph  Hankey,  Efq.  and  Co.  Fenchurch-ftreet ; — Ri¬ 
chard  Crofts,  Efq.  and  Co.  Pail-mali  ^ — Anthony  Wright, 
Efq.  and  Co.  Henrietta-Rreet,  Covent-garden; — and  Abra¬ 
ham  Chambers,  Efq.  and  Co.  New  Bond  -Ifrcet. 

N.  B.  In  order  to  prevent  the  mifemployment  of  time, 
by  frivolous  applications,  the  ufual  fee  of  a  Phyfician  is  ex¬ 
pelled  for  every  confultation  at  home  or  abroad. 

Pajiton-Squarc,  Nov.  30,  ^779.  ROD.  DOMINICETI. 

F  I  N  I  S. 


In  order  to  render  incffedual  the  afperfions  of 
malignant  Critics  concerning  my  being  a  re¬ 
gular,  or  an  irregular  Phyfician,  I  thought 
proper  to  add  an  authentic  Copy  of  my 
Diploma^ 
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AUTHENTIC  COPY  and  TRANSLATION 
of  the  ORIGINAL  DIPLOMA,  &c.  of 
Dr.  RHOD.  DOm'^INICETL  . 

In  CHRISTI  nomine.  Amen! 

Univer/is  et  ftngulis  prefens  hoc  puhlicum  JDo^oratus 
Privile^tum  vifmis,  kauris  et  Audituris,  IS! os 
Johannes  Bap.  Morgagni  Foroliuenfis  Romanufque 
Fatricius^  ad  Anathomen  Ordin :  fervato  jure  ac 
‘Titulo  Primarii  Profeffioris^  Inclyiae  Natonis  Germa¬ 
nic  e  Prote^ory  Inclitiq^ue  Ordinis  D.  D.  Philofophiae 
■  et  Medicinae  et  Profejforum  AuSioritats  Veneta 
Salutem  in  Eo^  qui  eft  omnium  vera  Sains, 

ANTIQUA  et  Prteclara  Univeriitas  Patavina 
bonarum  Litteratum  Mater  gloriofa,  et  Ar- 
tium  ac  Scientiarum  Parens  optima,  qute  clarifli- 
morum  profefforum  fplendore,  vetufliffimorum 
Studiorum  Audioritate,  et  hdereis  Dodtrinte  et  Vir-  ' 
tutum  omnium  monumentis  non  modo  per  Iraiiam, 
fed  per  totiam  etiam  Europam,  et  ubique  Gentium 
inter  Academias  Principatum  obtinet,  Eos  dun- 
taxat  ad  fummum  Dodtoratus  gradum,  et  Msgeileri 

Dignii 
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Dignitatem,  quo  coeteris  homlnum  generibus  pfe^ 
fcruntur  evehere  et  extollere  confuevit,  quoS  viftu- 
tUiii  excellcntia,  meritorum  copla,  diuturna  ftudia, 
perviligcs  labores,  tandem  etiam  examinis  rigorifi 
Certamen  Laiirea  Academica,  ct  Dodtoratus  corona 
dignos  exhibuerint.  ^quum  enim  et  rationi  con- 
fcntancum  Majoribus  noilris  vifum  fempcr  fiiit  Un- 
umquemque  pro  meritis  digna  praemia  ferre,  ne- 
minique  ad  honorum  faftigia,  nifi  per  LaborUm 
certamina,  et  virtutum  aditum  patefacere.  Prop- 
terca  jure  opimo  fandtitum  eft,  ut  qui  liberalibus 
Artibus  Philofophise  et  Medicinse  omnem  fuam 
operam,  et  affidua,  ftudia  impenderent,  ii  maximis 
laudibus  ac  fummis  honoribus,  sequiflimis  fcilicet 
Virtutis  praemiis  afficerentur,  quatenus  eorum  Ex- 
emplo  Socii  et  pofteri  ad  capeftendam  virtutis,  et 
induftrise  femitam  laudum  et  honorum  ftimulis  ac 
defiderio  accenderentur ;  ipftque  in  via  probitatis, 
fiducia?,  decoris  atque  glorite  confirmarcntur. 

SiGNiFEcAMus  itaque  vobis,  declaramus,  et 
harnm  litteratum  tenore  fidem  facimns  et  attcfta- 
mur,  qualitcr  die  infrafcripta  datarum  prefentium, 
N  os  Prasfes  antedichis  aii<ftoritate  Veneta  juxta  an- 
tiquam  et  approbatam  confuetudinem,  ac  privile- 
gia  Almse  Univerlitatis  Patavinaj  quibus  fungimur 
in  hac  parte  fub  Regimine  Illuftriflimi  et  Sapicntifs. 
D.  D.  Angeli  ScHiAVETTi  Canonic!  de  Monte  Sili- 
cis  Bergomas  ad  Metaphyficam  Publici  Profefforis, 
Almseque  Univerlitatis  D.  D.  Artiftarum  ejufdem 
Academic  Pro-Rc(ftor  ac  Syndic!  Dignifs.  Qua- 
liter  inquam,  per  venerabilem  Concelfum  Excel- 
lentiftimorum  Dodtorum  et  Profeflbrum  in  pr^fata 
Academia,  Nobilis  D.  Rhodomons  Dominicetti 
filius  D.  Bartholomcei  oriundus  Viennenfis  adduc- 
tus  eft  ad  nos  cum  uberrimis  Teftimoniis  Ingenui- 
tatis  et  probitatis  fua?,  nec  non  diuturni  ftudioriim 
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fciirriciili  In  artlbus  Liberalibiis,  et  Dlfciplinis  Phi- 
lofophics  et  Mcdicinalibus,  et  cum  ccrtiffimis  I)o- 
cumentis  laborum^  vigiliarum  et  exercitationnm 
per  idoneum  annorum  numerum  continuatonim, 
quern  a  promotoribus  fuis  de  meliori  nota  Nobis 
commendatum  et  oblatum,  ad  fubeundum  fuum 
ultimum  Examen  Doiftrin^e  MoreNobllum  punCtis 
ci  in  philolbphia  et  Medicina  heilerna  Die  forte 
edud;is,  et  pro  more  hujus  Academite  eidem  affig- 
natis  hodie  diligenter  examinari  coram  nobis,  at- 
que  excuti  curavimus  ;  Ipfe  autem  locis  perfe- 
quendis,  argumentis  tradtandis,  qiieflionibus  et 
oppofitionibus  dare  folvendis,  in  omni  denique  fui 
pcriclitatione  tarn  egregie^  prudenter^  dodte,  iauda- 
biliter,  excellenter,  ac  Dodoreo  More  fe  geffit,  et 
talem  vigorem  ingenii,*  et  tantam  oflendit  vim  Me- 
mori^,  Dodrina^,  Facundi^,  coeterumque  Rerum 
quse  in  Confummatiffimo  Philofophite  et  Medicinse 
Dodtore  requiri  folent,  ut  Magnam  fui  Expedfa- 
tionem  quam  apud  omnes  jam  pridem  merito  con- 
citaverat,  non  folum  fuftinliferit,  fed  etiam  longif- 
fime  fuperaverit.  Quamobrem  ab  excellentiffimis 
inclyti  ordinis  prtefati  Dodtoribus  et  publicis  Pro- 
feflbribus  Unanimiter  et  concorditer,  Cundfifque 
Suffragn.s,  ac  eorum  Nemine  PtNixus  atque  Pe- 
NiTus  Penitusqtje  difcrepaiitc  aut  diffentiente  nec 
htefitantc  quidem  idoneus  aptiffimus  ac  fudlcientif- 
fimiis  Philofophus  et  Mcdicus  fuerit  judicacatus, 
ac  merito  quidem  approbatiis,  ficut  ex  eorum  om¬ 
nium  et  fingulorcm  fuifragiis  fecreto  in  Sriitlnio 
Nobis  porredfis  evidenter  conilitit.  Nos  itaque  an- 
tiquam  fequentes  confuetudinem  ac  fententiam  Pri- 
vilegiorum  Patavinte  Academise  (habita  Rationc 
Scienti^,  Eloquenti^e,  PerittCj  Facultatis  interpre- 
tandi,  method!  curandi,  and  allarum  virtutum  ac 
morum  ejufdem,  quorum  omnium  certiffimum  ipe- 

O  cirQcn 
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meii  cxploratus  et  pertentatus  dedit)  de  conliHd  et 
fcntentia  omnium  excellentiflimorum  prasdidti  Ve- 
nerandi  ConcefTus  Dodtorum  et  Patrum  pr^fen- 
tium,  et  hoc  ipfum  poilulantium  pro  Tribunal! 
fedentcs,  Eumdem  Nobilem  Dominum  Rhodo- 
MONTEM  Dominicetti  viruiTi  dodtiffimum  atquc  ita 
univerlis  naturte  artifque  dotibus  ornatiim,  ut  nihil 
amplius  et  de  effe  videatur,  Doctorem  Philofo- 
phise  et  Medicinse  In  Dei  Nomine  approbavimus 
et  approbatum  cffe  volumiis ;  pronunciantes  et  d«- 
clarantes  cum  effe  optime  habilem  idoneum  ac  dig- 
num  officio  munere  dignitate  et  honore  Dodtoratus 
in  Philofophia  et  Medicina,  Iplumque  continuo 
Phiiofophise  et  Medicinse  Doclorem  pubiice  et  fo- 
lemniter  fecimus  et  creavimus,  ac  per  pr^fentes 
litteras  facimus  et  creamus  ;  tribiientcs  ei  tanquam 
vere  kioneo  ac  optime  merito,  et  hac  promotione 
honorifque  apice  digniffimo,  liberam  ct  plenariam 
proteftatem  Cathedram  Magidralem  aicendendi 
atque  infignia  Dodtoratus  a  Promotoribus  fuis  pc- 
tendi  et  recipiendi  ;  Iplifque  promotoribus  illanr 
cidem  impertiendi  liberam  facultatem  ut  impioile- 
rum  libere  ac  plenarie,  pubiice  et  privatim  in  qiii- 
bufciimque  philofophics  ct  medicinalib  U  i  fepi- 
nis  hie  et  ubique  in  toto  orbe  terraruni  Icgere,  rc- 
petere,  confulere,  difputare,  quelliones  terminare^ 
controverlias  decidere,  et  pracEcare  poflit,  atque 
earum  lingulas  partes  aut  univerfas  profiteri,  do- 
ccrc,  gloiiare,  interpretari,  et  commentari,  omnem- 
que  Philofophiam  et  medicinam  facere,  fcholas  re- 
gere,  bacclaureos  inilituere,  omnibufque  et  lingulis 
uti  fruti  et  gaudere  privilegiis,  prerogatis,  exempt!- 
onibus,  immunitatibus,  libertatibus,  conceffionibus, 
honoribus,  favoribus,  pr^eminentiis,  beneficiis, 
gratis  ac  indultis,  aliis  f][uibufcumque,  quocumquc 
nomine  cenfeantus,  quibus  alii  Do&ores  Alma?  Pa- 
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rlfienfi^,  Salmaticenfis,  Papienlis  ct  Bononienfii 
Acadenii'^e  cx  quibufcuinqiie  cccleliafticis  vel 
poraiibiis  conceflionibus  aut  indultis  gaudent  ct 
utuntur,  vcl  uti  ct  gauderc  poiilint  ac  poterimt 
quoraodobilet  in  futurum,  juxta  Formam  Privile- 
giorum  Alm^  Univertatis  noilrse  Patavinis  anti- 
cjuitus  er  abfolutc  conceflbrum.  Quibus  ita  geftis, 
et  declaratis  ut  fupra,  perillultris  et  excellentifiimus 
Philofophise  et  Medicin*  Doctor  D.  Homobonus 
PiSONUs  Cremonen/is,  ad  Inditutiones  Medicas  pub- 
licus  Profeffor  et  Promotor^  ejufdcm  in  Philofo- 
phia?  et  Mcdicinse,  pro  feipfco  ac  alliis  periiiufcri- 
bus  et  Excellentifliniis  PhilofophicE  et  Medicince 
dodtoribus, .videlicet  D.  Leopoldo  Marco  Antonio 
Caldanio  Bononienfc  ad  Theoricam  Ordin.  Medic, 
jure  ac  titulo  primarii  ProfefToris,  D.  Jacobo  de 
ScoLvo  Brixiano  ad  Praclic.  Ordin.  Medic,  jure  ac 
titulo  primarii  ProfefToris.  R.  P.  D.  Jo.  Alberto 
CoLUMBO  Venlto,  Abb.  Cafinenfe  ad  Philoio- 
phiam  Ordin.  et  ad  Phylicam  Experimentalem 
jure  ac  titulo  primarii  ProfefToris.  D.  Jo.  a  Bona, 
V  eronenfe  ad  practicam  Ordinem  Medic,  in  Nofo- 
coiTlio  Jure  ac  titulo  primarii  ProfefToris*  D.  An« 
TONio  PiMBioLo  de  Engclfiddi  P.  P.  Medic. -Theor. 
D.  JoREPHO  Bertossi  Utineiife  ad  praclic.  Ordin. 
Medic.  R.  D.  Josepiio  Toaldo  Vicetino  ad  Ledl, 
Allfonomice,  Geographic  et  Metheororum  omni¬ 
bus  publice  legentibus  memoratum  virurrl  per  fnam 
lucuientifiimam  orationem  petentem  et  acceptaii- 
tenl  confuetis  infignibus  ac  ornamentis  Do^floralibus 
ibidem  decoravit  folemniter  et  publice  inhgnivit 
tribuitque,  Eidem  PhilofophiaD  et  Medic.  Libras 
prim.o  claufos,  mox  et  apertos,  annulumque  aurem. 
digito  ipfius  indidit,  ac  Birretum  Dodlorale  pro 
Laurea  Corona  capiti  ejus  impofuit^  pacifque  ofcu- 
lum  eidem  exhibuit,  cum  magiflrali  Benediclione. 
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SIC  itaquc  fumma  cum  laude  et  honorc  mgdfirt 
Nobilis  et  Excellentiffimus  D.  Rhodomons  Domi- 
NicETTi  ad  fummum  Dodloratus  apicein  Philofo' 
phi^  et  Mcdicinse  Deo  Favbnte  pervenit.  In 
Quorum  omnium  et  iingulorum  fuprafcriptorum 
fidcm  ac  teftimonium  has  noftras  patentes  Privilcgii 
Litteras  manu  noltra  fubfcriptas,  et  figilHs  S.  Marct 
Veneti,  Almseque  Univerfitatis  D.  D.  Artiflarum 
corroborataS'  Chirographo  etiam  Cancellarii  ejuf- 
dem  Univerfitatis  juflimus  communiri.  Actum  et 
datum  Pa-duae  in  loco  folito  Examinum  Academic 
Patavin^e  Anno  a  Chrifti  nativitate  m,dcc,lxx  :  in- 
didtione  III,  die  veto  Sabbatti  XXIL  menfis  Sep- 
tembris,  principatus  autem  Serenifiimi  Principis 
Noftri  D.  D.  Jo.  Aloysii  Mocenico  Duels  D.  D. 
Venetorum  Anno  VIII.  Preefentibus  ibidem  D, 
Andrea  Luchetta  Bidello,  et  D.  Antonio  Zbissel 
Nuntio  Augufli  Collegii  Veneti,  et  aliis  quamplu- 
rimis  diverfarum  Nationum  Teilibus  ad  Prasmiffa 
vocatis  et  rogatus. 

f'' 

L.  D.  O.  M. 

t 

J.  B.  MorgagnuSj  Prasfes. 

‘  ANGELUsScHiAVETTijCan,  Pro-Redlof ct  Syndlcus^ 
Homgnosus  Pisonus,  P.  P.  Promotor  Loco,  &c. 

(  L.  S.  )  (  L.  S.  )  (  L.  S.  ) 

(Imperialis,)  (Sti  Marei.)  Patvina*) 

Ego  Mattheus  Giro,  Dr.  Filius  San^.  Ven.  Audi. 
Pub.  Pat.  Not.  ac  Aug.  Collegii  Veneti  ex  Ex. 
D.  D.  Philorophiie  ac  Medicin^e  Dodl.  Prof,  hu- 
jufee  Celeberrimas  Patav.  Academise  Cancellarius, 
fupradldli  Nobilis  Dom.  Rhodomontis  Domini- 
c'etti  filii  Nobilis  Bartholom^i  oriundi  Viennenfis 
in  Philofophia  ac  Mediclna,  nemine  penitus  atque 

penitus 


penitus  x^ifTcntiente,  more  Nobilum,  approbate 
praifens  privilegium  iubfcripfi. 

A.  L.  D.  O,  M, 

Petrus  Cavignato 

Pro  Cancellario  Alm$  Univerfitatis  fcripfit* 

Noi  Simon  Cavalli,  per  la  Sereniffima  Repub^ 
lica  cU  Venezia  Miniilro  Refidente  appo  S.  M. 
Brittanica.  Attelliaino  qualmente  le  Firmc  con  le 
quali  e  authenticato  il  prefente  Diploma  fono  leg.U 
time,  e  che  pero  fi  pub  preftarvi  intiera  fede,  come 
intieramente  ai  figilli.  Londra  Aprile  i  8,  1779. 

S.  CAVALLI,  Miniftero  Refidente  Veneto^ 
{L.S.) 

{Sli  Marcl) 


In  the  Name  of  Christ.  Amen! 

-5" Q  all  to  whom  this  public  Privilege  of  DoElorJhip  Jhall 
come :  JVE^  John  Baptifi  Morgagni^  of  Friuli,  Noble 
jof  the  Roman  Empire^  firft  Profeffor  of  Anatomy  for 
Life,  Protestor  of  the  renowned  German  Nation,  and 
by  the  Authority  of  the  mofi  ferene  Republick  of  VenicCy 
Prefident  of  the  excellent  Order  of  Doblors  and  Pro- 
fejfors  of  Phyfick  and  Philofophyi  Health,  through 
Him,  who  is  the  true  Health  of  all. 

The  venerable  and  celebrated  Univerfity  of 
Padua,  the  illuflrious  Mother  of  found  Li^e- 
^•atuxc,  and  excellent  Parent  of  Arts  and  Sciences ; 
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nd  who,  by  the  luflre  of  her  famous  profellbrs, 
by  the  authority  of  ancient  ftudies,  and  by  the  moll 
fplendid  monuments  of  learning  and  every  virtue, 
acquireth  pre-eminence  arnidd  the  academies  not 
of  Italy  alone,  but  of  all  Europe,  and  throughout 
the  world;  hath  ever  been  accuftomed  to  exalt 
thofe  to  the  fupreme  degree  of  Dodlorfliip  and  ma- 
giderial  dignity,  who  didinguiih  themfelves  from 
other  orde/9  of  men ;  and  whom  their  lingular  en¬ 
dowments,  ample  deferts,  affiduoiis  {Indies,  and  the 
ultimate  ted  of  a  dricl  examination,  have  demon- 
drated  to  be  worthy  of  academick  laurels,  and  the 
honour  of  a  Do<flor’s  degree:  Because  it  always 
appeared  to  our  ancedors  reafonable  and  jud,  that 
every  man  fhould  obtain  the  rewards  fuitable  to  his 
merits,  and  that  none  fhould  arrive  at  the  fummif 
of  honours,  until  he  had  drd  cleared  and  onened 
his  way  to  them,  by  the  drenuous  exertions  of  di¬ 
ligence  and  virtue. 

It  hath  therefore  on  the  faired  Grounds  been  de¬ 
termined,  that  they  who  have  employed  their  du- 
dious  and  bed  endeavours  for  the  attainment  of  the 
liberal  arts  of  Philofophy  and  Phyfick,  fliould  be 
remunerated  with  full  approbation  and  the  highed 
honours,  as  the  due  encouragement  of  virtue;  there¬ 
by  to  excite  their  compeers  and  future  generations 
to  the  indudrious  purfuit  of  like  accomplifhments  ; 
to  enkindle  in  them  a  defire  of  fimilar  honour  and 
appiaufe  ;  and  fo  confirm  them  in  the  generous 
paths  ot  integrity  and  virtuous  fame. 

We  accordingly,  (as  Prefident  as  aforefaid,  by 
the  authority  of  the  Senate  of  Venice,  agreeable 
to  the  ancient  and  approved  cudom  and  privilege 
of  the  faid  venerable  Univerfity  of  Padau,  which 
in  this  didricl  we  exercife  under  the  fand:ion  of  the 
illuftrious  and  fage  Angelo  hchiavetti,  Canon  of 

Mount 
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Mount  Sicilis  of  Bergamo,  publlck  ProfefTor  of 
Metaphyfics  ;  Pro-Re&or  and  Syndick  of  the  Maf- 
ters  of  Arts  of  the  faid  Univerhty  :)  do  by  thefe 
prefents  faithfully  teftify  and  declare  unto  you. 
That  on  the  day  of  the  date  hereunder  written, 
Rhodomonte  Domlniceti,  fon  of  Doffor  Bar¬ 
tholomew,  a  dcfcendant  of  Vienna,  was  proper!/ 
introduced  to  us,  with  the  molt  ample  tediniontes 
of  his  ingenuity,  probity,  and  conilant  attention  to 
the  lludy  of  the  Liberal  Arts,  and  culture  of  Phi- 
iofophy  and  Phyfick ;  together  with  authentick 
evidences  of  his  labours,  afllduity  and  exercifes, 
during  the  proper  number  of  years :  and  was  alfo 
by  his  Promoters,  men  of  the  higheft  etlimation, 
recommended  to  us ;  and  having  offered  himfelf 
for  his  laft  examination  in  learning,  after  the  man¬ 
ner  of  our  Nobility,  upon  certain  points  yefterday 
drawn  out  by  lot,  in  Philofophy  and  Phyfick,  and 
according  to  the  rules  of  the  faid  Academy,  this 
(fay  faithfully  propofed  to  him:  We  have  there¬ 
fore  taken  due  care  to  examine  and  prove  him  be¬ 
fore  us ;  and  find,  that  in  his  method  of  difcuflion 
and  argument,  his  clear  folution  of  the  qiieflions 
and  objediions  raifed  from  cafes  for  his  explanation, 
and  propounded  for  his  treatment  of  them  ;  and 
moreover  in' every  trial  of  his  ability,  he  did  fo  well 
and  laudably,  fo  fully  and  fcientifically  demean 
himfelf,  as  to  difpiay  that  ftrength  of  genius,  pow¬ 
er  of  memory,  learning,  elocution  and  other  quali¬ 
ties  which  are  invariably  requifite  in  a  compleat 
Dodlor  of  Phylofophy  and  Thyfick  ;  and  not  only 
to  anfwer,  but  greatly  to  exceed  the  high  and  ge¬ 
neral  expeclations,  which  he  had  long  fince  de- 
fervedly  excited.  Wherefore,  by  the  very  excel¬ 
lent  Dodors  and  publick  ProfelTors  of  the  afore¬ 
mentioned  celebrated  order,  it  was  unanimoully  ad- 
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i’udged  and  approved,  and  fo  by  full  evidence  ie 
appears  to  us,  That  the  candidate  is  a  very  fit, 
proper,  and  well-intitled  proficient  in  Phylofophy 
and  Phyfick  :  and  hereupon,  following  the  ancient 
cuflom  and  rule  of  privileges  in  the  Academy  of 
Padua,  with  the  advice  and  approbation,  and  at  the 
requeif  ?of  the  aforefaid  celebrated  Doeftors  and 
Fathers,  piefent  in  council  for  that  purpofe  :  Ws 
do  hereby  In  the  Name  of  G  >d,  approve  the  fa  id 
Rhodomonte  Dominiceti,  and  alfo  will  him  to  be 
fo  approved,  as  a  man  of  found  erudition,  endowed 
by  nature,  and  adorned  by  art,  with  thole  gifts 
which  worthily  render  him  a  Dodlor  in  Philofophy 
and  Phyfick  ;  Granting  unto  him,  a  full  and  free 
power  to  afeend  the  Magiflral  Chair;  to  demand 
and  receive  from  his  Promoters,  an  unlimited 
power  and  faculty  in  future,  freely  and  fully,  in 
publick  and  in  private,  to  read,  confulr,  and  dif- 
pute ;  to  folve  queflions,  decide  controverfies,  and 
to  pra(5l;ice  in  every  branch  of  philofophical  and 
medical  fcience,  both  here  and  every  where  elfe 
throughout  the  world  ;  and  to  profefs,  teach,  in¬ 
terpret  and  explain  all  and  every  part  of  them ;  to 
afiift  or  prefidein  fchools,  toinflitute  bachelors,  and 
to  ufe  and  enjoy  in  the  ampleft  manner,  all  and  every 
the  privileges,  prerogatives,  immunities,  honours, 
emoluments,  and  indulgences,  which  other  Dod:ors 
of  the  rcfpcdlable  Academies  at  Paris,  Suabia, 
Pavia,  and  Bologna,  by  what  grants  or  indul¬ 
gences  foever,  now  do,  or  hereafter  can  enjoy,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  rule  of  privileges  of  our  venerable 
Univerfity  of  Padua  :  In  consequence  whereof, 
the  illuftrious  D,  Homobonus  Pifonus,  of  Cremo¬ 
na,  Dodfcor  of  Philofophy  and  Phyfick,  publick 
Profellbr  of  Medical  Inflitutions,  and  Promoter  in 
Philofophy  and  Phyfick,  on  behalf  of  himfelf  and 
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pf  other  excellent  Dodtors  in  the  fame  fciences ; 
(that  is  to  fay,  D.  Leopold  Mark  Anthony  Calda- 
nio,  of  Bologna,  firil  Theoretick  Profeffor  of  the 
College  of  Phyficians ;  D.  Jacob  de  Scovolo,  of 
Brefcia,  firfl  Profeffor  of  Pradfical  Phyfick;  the 
Reverend  Father  D.  John  Alberto  Columbo  Ve- 
neto.  Abbot  of  Calinum,  and  firfl  Profeffor  of  ex¬ 
perimental  Philofophy  and  Natural  Hiflory ;  D. 
John  a  Bona^  Veronefe,  firfl  Profeffor  of  Pra^ical 
Phyfick,  in  the  Hofpital  of  Verona;  D.  Anthony 
Pimbiolo  de  Engelfridi,  firfl  Theoretical  Profef¬ 
for  of  Phyfick ;  D.  Jofeph  Bertoffi,  Member  of  the 
College  of  Pradlical  Phyficians  at  Udine ;  and  the 
R^everend  Dr.  Jofeph  Toaldo,  of  Vicentia,  Lec- 
urer  in  Aflronomy,  Geography,  and  Meteoro- 
ogy  :)  hath  declared  the  candidate  to  be  accepted, 
ipon  his  Petition  for  that  purpofe  preferred  ;  and 
lath  folemnly  indued  him  with  the  accuflomed 
lodtorial  enfigns  and  ornaments :  prefenting  him 
^dth  books  in  Philofophy  and  Phyfick,  firfl  fhut 
md  then  opened ;  putting  a  golden  ring  upon  his 
inger ;  inyefling  him  with  a  Dodlor’s  Cap,  in  lieu 
3f  a  Crown  of  Laurels,  and  granting  him  a  kifs  of 
peace,  together  with  the  Magiflral  benedidlion. 
Thus,  with  high  approbation  and  honour,  did  the 
aforefaid  Rhodomonte  Dominiceti,  by  the  fa¬ 
vour  of  God,  arrive  at  the  eminent  degree  of  Doc¬ 
tor  in  Philofophy  and  Phyfick  :  In  witness 
WHEREOF  we  have  caufed  thefe  our  Letters  Patent 
of  Privilege,  figned  with  our  own  hand,  and  con¬ 
firmed  by  the  Seals  of  St.  Mark  of  Venice,  and  of 
this  venerable  Univerfity,  to  be  exemplified  under 
the  hand  writing  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  fame 
Univerfity.  Done  at  Padua,  in  the  Common  Ex¬ 
amination  Hall  of  the  Academy,  in  the  3d  Indic¬ 
tion,  on  Saturday,  the  22d  day  of  September,  in 
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ihe  8th  year  of  our  moft  ferene  Prince,  Jo.  Aloy- 
fills  MocenicLis  Doge  of  Venice,  and  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord,  1770. 

Present,  D.  Andrew  Luchetta,  Clerk;  D,  An¬ 
thony  Zeiflcl,  MefTenger  of  the  Auguft  College  of 
Venice,  and  many  others  of  divers  nations,  called 
on  and  requeued  to  be  witnefTes  of  the  above. 

Glory  be  to  GOD  alone ! 

J.B.  Morgagnius,  Prefident. 

Angtlus  Schiavetti^  Canon,  Pro-Redlor  and  Syndick 

Homonohus  Pijonus^  P.  P.  Promotor,  &c. 

(  L.  S.  )  (  L.  S.  )  (  JL.  S.  ) 

(Imperlalis,)  {Sti  Marci.)  Patavina.') 

J,  Matthew  Giro,  &c  Prothonotary  and  Chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  celebrated  Academy  of  Padua,  have 
fubferibed  the  prefent  privilege,  granted  to  the 
above  -  mentioned  Rhodomonte  Dominiceti,  fon 
of  Bartholomew,  a  defeendant  of  Vienna,  ap¬ 
proved  in  Philofophy  and  Phyfick,  with  full, 
unanimous  alient,  and  according  to  the  manner  of 
our  nobility. 

Petrus  Cavignato, 

Pro  Cancellario  Almse  Univerfitatis  Scripfit, 

We  Simon  Cavalli,  for  the  moil  Serene  Repub-^ 
lick  of  Venice,  Minifter  Refident  at  the  Court  of 
his  Britannick  Majeily,  do  certify,  that  the  names 
with  which  this  prefent  Diploma  is  authenticated, 
are  genuine ;  and  ought  to  have  full  credit  given 
to  them,  as  well  as  to  the  feals  fubfixed  thereto. 

London,  April  18,  1779. 

S.  CAVALLI,  Minifter  Refident  of  Venice. 

{  L.  S.) 

(^Sti  Marci*)  \ 

Ex 
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Ex  Voluntate  et  Decreto  Serenlflimi  Principis, 
Exceliique  Senatus  Venetl,  nobis  clemen- 
tiflime  conceffo, 

ATIO  Allemanna  D.  D.  Artiftarum  Celeber- 


IN  rimi  Patavini  Gymnafii.  Uiiiverfis  et  Singu¬ 
lis  fidem  facimiis,  et  atteilamur,  prefentem  hunc 
N  bilem  Dominum  Rhodomontem  Domixiceti 
Viennenl’em  ftudiofum  Scholarem  effe  noflne  Na- 
tionls,  fcriptiVuTique  in  Noftra  Matricula :  Ideoquc 
gaudere  debet  omnibus  Privilegiis  et  Scholoafticis 
Immunitatibus.  In  quorum  Fidem  has  noflras 
Literas  confueto  nationis  noftra  Sigillo  communiri 
juffimus.  Dat.  Patavii,  Anno  Dom.  1770.  Die 
18  Menfis  Septembri. 

Joannes  Marilius,  P.  P.  Nationis  Com-Prote6:or. 


(  L,  S,  )  (  L.  6“.  )  (  L.  S.  ) 


{Imperialts,)  (^Sti  Marci*)  {D.  VeHtiartm.) 

To  ALL  TO  WHOM  thcfc  prcfcnts  fhall  come  :  We, 
the  German  Nation,  Mailers  of  Arts  of  the  very 
celebrated  Academy  of  Padua,  by  the  authority 
and  decree  of  his  moll  Serene  Highnefs  the  Prince, 
and  of  the  moll  excellent  Senate  of  Venice,  graci- 
oudy  delegated  to  us ;  do  hereby  tellify  and  de¬ 
clare,  That  Rhodomonte  Djminiceti,  of 
Vienna,  now  prefent  before  us,  is  a  lludent  of  our 
nation,  enrolled  in  our  Book  of  Matriculation ;  and 
as  fuch,  entitled  to  the  enjoyment  of  every  privi¬ 
lege  and  fcholallick  immunity.  In  witness 
WHEREOF,  we  have  ordered  thefe  our  letters  to  be 


made 


made  patent,  under  the  common  feal  of  our  nation. 
Dated  at  Padua,  this  i8th  Day  of  September,  1779. 

Jdhn  Marfigliy  P.  P,  Sub-PrxDteftor  of  the  Nation, 

L. 

Noi  SiMoi^  C  AVAL  LI,  per  la  Seremflima  Repubr 
lica  di  Veneza  Miniftro  Refidente  appreflb  S.  M. 
Britannica,  attelliamo  qualmente  le  firme,  e  hgilU 
appofito  nel  prefente  Certificato  fono  legitime,  c 
veri,  e  che  percio  fi  puo  preflarvi  intiera  fcdcr 
Londra  1 8  Aprile,  1779. 

S.  Cavalli,  Miniilro  Refidente  Veneto. 

(  L.  S,  ) 

{Sii  Marcu) 

WE  Simon  Gavalli,  for  the  mod  Serene  Re- 
publick  of  Venice,  Minider  Reiident  at  the  Court 
of  his  Britannick  Majefty,  Do  certify,  that  the 
Names  and  Seals  affixed  to  this  prefent  certificate 
are  genuine  and  authentic,  and  ought  to  have  full 
credit  given  to  them.  London,  April  18,  1779. 

S.  Cavalli,  Minider  Refident  of  Venice, 

(  L.  ^.  ) 

(S//  Marcu  ) 


I  Joseph  Cortissos,  Notary  Publick,  dwelling 
and  pradtifing  in  this  city  of  London,  by  Royal  Au¬ 
thority,  duly  admitted  and  fwQrn,  do  certify  and 
atteft,  to  whom  it  may  concern,  that  at  the  requelj 
of  Dodtor  Rhodomonte  Dominiceti,  Dodlor  in  Phy- 
lie,  and  fon  of  Dodfor  Bartholomew  Dominiceti,  of 
Chelfea,  alfo  Dodtor  in  Phyfick,  went  to  his  Ex¬ 
cellency 


(  XV  ) 


cellcncy  Count  Cavalli,  Miniller  Refident  at  this 
Court,  from  the  mod  Serene  Republick  of  Venice, 
and  produced  to  him  the  original  Diploma  from 
the  Univerfity  of  Padua,  and  alfo  an  Ad:  of  Matri* 
dilation  of  the  German  Nation  Maders  of  Arts  of 
the  Academy  of  Padua.  By  the  faid  Diploma 
creating,  approving,  and  appointing  the  faid  Rho- 
domonte  Dominiceti,  from  thenceforth  a  Dodor  in 
Philofophy  and  Phyfic,  and  by  the  faid  Ad  of  Ma¬ 
triculation,  a  lludent  of  the  German  Nation,  and 
as  fuch  enrolled  in  their  Book  of  Matuculation 
which  the  faid  Diploma,  and  the  Ad  of  Matricu¬ 
lation,  together  with  an  atteftation  to  each  of  them, 
of  the  hand  writing  and  fignature  of  his  faid  Excel¬ 
lency  Count  Cavalli,  imprelTed  with  the  Public 
Seal  of  his  Embafly  igire  hereunto  annexed,  and  I 
do  further  certify,  that  upon  my  producing  the 
fame  to  his  Excellency,  he  acknowledged  and  de¬ 
clared  to  me,  the  faid  Notary,  that  the  faid  attefta- 
tions  and  fignatures  was,  and  were  of  his  own  hand¬ 
writing.  In  witnefs  thereof  I  have  granted  thefe 
prefents,  under  my  Notarial  Firm  and  Seal  of  Office 
to  ferve  and  avail  as  occafion  (hall,  or  may  require. 
— London,  this  Eighteenth  day  of  Auguft,  One 
Thoufand,  Seven  Hundred,  and  Seventy  Nine. — 
In  Teftimonium  Veritatis  ; 

JOSEPH  CORTISSOS,  Notary  Public. 

L.  S. 

Univeriis  et  fingulis  ad  quos  prefentes  Literae 
pervenerint  Samuel  Plumbe,  Dominus  Major ^  ac 
Senator es  Civitalls  Londini  Salutem,  Notum  tella- 
tumq^ue  facirnus  Jofephum  Cortiffos  qui  inftru- 
meptum  prseferiptum  fignabit  Notarium  et  Tabel- 
lionem  efle  Publicum  fidelem  et  Icgalem,  debito 
juris  ordine  per  Regalem  Authoritatem  admiffum 

atque 


iitque  juratum  Quodque  a<ftis  inflrumentis, 
qiie  fcripturis  ab  eo  lignatis  et  ligillatis,  plena  et 
indubitata  fides  adhibeatur  ad  adhibcri  debeat  in 
curia  et  extra. 


(  L.  S.  ) 

(  Officii  Major  at  i  ) 
(  Civitatis  Londini  ) 

)JL 


In  ciijus  Teftirnoninnm  fi- 
gillum  Officis  Majoratus 
didiae  Civitatis  prasfenti- 
bus  apponi  fecimus  Da¬ 
tum  Londini  decimo  oc¬ 
tavo  die  Menfis  Augulli 
Anno  Domirii  milleffimb 
Septingentiflimofepuage- 
fimo  nono 


BEACH; 


